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INTRODUCTION

Esako is an Edo language spoken as a rother tongue by morc than 120,000 people i
and mear Afenmai Division in Mid-Western Nigeria, Greenberg classifics it, under the
name of Kukuruku, as one of the Kwa sub-family of his Niger-Congo grouping, This
paper is a brief account of the phonology of one of the Lisako dialects,’ ayele (usually
spelled Aviele in the orthography), spoken by some 5,000 speakers around the town of
Aghedo.?

One of the most interesting features in this dialcct, for gencral phonetic and linguistic
theory, is that differences of muscular tension of the vocal organs, during the articulation
of syllables, are uscd as the basis for a phonological opposition. A number of different
‘phonological solutions arc possible, but in this preliminary? article an intcrim phonemic
solution is adopted which gives a conveniewt reading transcription, and in which the
tension opposition is focussed on the consonants.4 In this solution, the consonants are
distributed in three sets, a tense set, 4 neutral set, and a lax set. Consonant harmony
operates, in that in any morpheme consonants from either the tense st or the lax set can
oceur, but no co-occurrence (with a very small number of exceptions), is possible. Con-
sonants from the ncutral set can oceur in any morpheme with the consonants from cither
the tense set or the lax sct.

In the following inventory of consonant phonemes, h after a consonant symbol? will be
wsed to denote a lux phoneme.

CoNsONANT PHoNEMES
Tense: w m v oz r A k g
Lax:  wh mh vh zh rh §h kh gh
Newral: p b f t d s | n | y kp gb

* The very suall amount of previous work on Esake has been lacgely on other dialects, und on
demography and sociology. The only modern linguistic work on this dislect is Wolff (1050). Wolff,
‘however, collapses what scem to this writer to be two distinet dialects, the Auchi nd the Asbede
forms, into one, which he calls the “Auchi-Agbede’ dilect, Tentatively, and buscd partly on the
sociolinguittic Curnments of 8 small mumber of informanis, the dislict of kg, sad the 1063
Census figures for the numbers of spealcers, are 2 follows: Auchi (14,261); Avisnwu (11,904)
il (9,275 Aavd (s0z); Lipes (a43); Jeghe (s} Sondhs I (5760); South Unane
(3,605); Urairue (25,073); Weppa Wano (20.425); — all in Afenunai Division. A further Pako
dialect, outside Aenmai B in Febiodeos Diiion, b he Tebdaant i (7,585). Ortho-
wincs axc used as labels for the dinlects.

f inforruumts for the study were M A. M. Momodu and Mr A. Sule; a grant in aid of
sho sesioecs eom t. T o AT Stodion OF ths intvertcy oF Tomdn i vors atenily
acknowled,

* Publication of o fll Greenberg 3,000-word list, and 4 spectrographic srudy, is planned for the
near future.

y récogniscs the ition, albeit inconsi d also marks it a5

feature.
"There is no h in this dialect.
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Exponents of tense consonants tend to be of greater duration than those of lax con-
sonants, us well as of tenser articulation. ‘b consonant phonemes have the following
phonetic exponents®:

w 2 tense voiced labialiscd Jabial-velar approximant
alax voiced bilabial approximant
a tense voiced bilabial nasal
alax voiced bilabial nasal
2 tense voiced labio-dental fricative
2 Tax voiced labio-dental fricative
a tense voiced alveolar fricative
a lax voiced alveolar fricative. 2h-+j = a Jax voiced palatalized palato-
alveolar fricative, or occasionally the sequence [2]], in frec variation
a tense voiceless alveolar flap, which may be occasionally oiced, in free
variation. Before back vowels and 2, r tends to be expounded by a tense
voiccless fricative fiap
rh =[]  alax voiced alveolar ap, und occasionally [14], a lax voiced post-alveolar
approximant, in free variation
a tense voiced palatal nasal
a lax voiced vlar nasal, fih is always succeeded by w
a tense voiccless velar plosive
a lax voiccless velar fricative, and [k!], a lax voiceless velar plosive, in
free variation
= [¢"]  atense voiced velar plosive
a lax voiced velar fricative, or [gt], a lax voiced velar plosive, in free
variation
4 voiccless bilabial plosive
2 voiced bilabial plosive
2 voiceless labiodental fricative
a voiceless alveclar plosive. t+ is expounded by either a voiceless pala-
talized palato-alveolar affricate, or occasionally by the sequence [¢f], in
free variation
d = [4] avoiced alveolar plosive. d-+j is expounded by either a voiced

palato-zlveolar affricate, or occasionally by the sequence Idl]. in free
variation
s —[s] = voiccless alvcolar fricative. 5 ] is cxpounded by eithr a voiceless
palatalised palato-alveolar fricative, or occasionally by the sequence
[sil, in freo variation, (The orthographic ‘ts”, as in ‘Etsako’, perhaps
reflects a former tense-lax pairing now collapsed).
[ a voiced alveolsr lateral approximant
[n]  a voiced alveolar nasal
] avoiced palatal approximant
2 voiced labialiscd labial-palatal approximant
3 voiceless labial-vlar plosive
a voiced labial-velar plosive

A small superscript capitul T will be used as a dincritie 1o indicate phonetic tenseness of articulation,
and a similar capital L for phonetic laxness of articulation.
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PRELIMINARY PHONOLOGY OF THE AYELE DIALECT OF ESAKQ
VowkL PnoNrmes

There arc seven vowel phonemcs: i € £2> 0 u. Representative phonctic exponents arc
shown on the following vowel chart

i u

a

The allophones of i ¢ o u tend to be slightly closer and more peripheral when they
occur in tense morphemes, and slightly more open and more central when they oceur in
lax morphemes, Tnter-consonantal allophones of all vowels are of longer duration after
tense consonants than after lax consonants. Utterance-final allophones tend to be glot-

talised after tense consonants, and pronounced with breathy voice after lax consonants;

For convenicnce of tonl analysis, long vowcls ere treated phonologically as sequences
of vowel phonemes, and sequences of up to threc such phonemes are found. Sequences
of two vowel phonemes of identical quality are much more frequent than sequences of
three. Phonetic diphithongs arc also treated as sequences of vowel phonemes; such se-
quenices very often signal juncturcs in compound words. All vowel phoncmcs can occur as
the fiust or second of a sequence of two different vowcl phonemes, except u, which does
not occur as the first of a sequence.

In connected specch, word-final vowels are generally clided before word-initial vorels,
unless the word-final vowel is i or u, in which case it s replaced by j or w rcspectively.

Each vowel phoneme acts as the nucleus of a phonological syllable, and carries one of
the four topes given below.

Nasality in vowels is not a distinetive feature in this dialet.

Toxz

ayele Esako has four tones in this analysis: high, low, high fall, and downstep, marked
on the vowel as”, ", “and ' respectively. Downstep oaly occurs in connceted speech or in
compound words.

On a sequence of two vowels of the sume or different quality, a phonologically high tone
followed by a phonologically low tonc is expounded phonetically by = fall from high to
low, and 2 phonogical low followed by a phonological high by a rise, from low o high.

When a sequence of toncs of different types occurs in the same breath-group, there is
dovndrift towards the cnd of the group.

SYILLABLE STRUCTURE
Phonological syllable structure s very simple; only threo types can occur:
V.ooav, GGV
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Only | and w can occur in Cy position, When either of thcsc consonants follows a lax
Or @ tense consonant, it takes on the tension characte that censonant,

TPhonctic and phonological syllubles are not necessarily in a one-to-one correspondence.
As stated above, phonetically long vowels and diphithongs are treated as sequences of
voseel phonemes. A sequence of two vowel phonemcs, for instance, constitutes two
phonological syllables, and these are togother expounded by i single phonetic syllable.

Worn Lisr
WORD

WORD  MEANING
w Gwa ko sk maize
v 23 tooth
wh éwha kh  skhd  porcupine
awhid #h3>  chame
m ume camwood, ochre g igcgo bell
smi pond & blacksmith
mh dmhé sl ah aghogho brains
3omhi soup Gght o dic
v two udipgé  lightness
Wi kernels b3 hand
vhoévhad gus & mouse
ivhill  boundaries o8 ground
z iz antelope udi chest
ize axes tss toary
th uzhé  animal trap il to do
izhe five s tousk
ro gl hat il togo
arérd  shadow ya to give hirth
thoarhy louse Skpa  one

orhirhi  clectric fish

i URlkpd  to boil staing outof cloth
éhe snakes

fih Ufhwikps to fold cloth
eiihwez  ashes

isje Ppepper
Sjizhjt  breath
Examples of words with mixed tense and lax consonants-are:

kdkorhd, ‘o gather’ < 4koks, ‘to collect’, + -rhé, ‘away from original position”
urtkhdd, ‘to accompany’, < Gré, ‘to nse’, + -kha, ‘together’, ‘ointly’
Igwghs, ‘dricd stems of clephant grass’ (for thatching), < igwa, ‘bones', <~ &ghd,
“clephant grass
An example of the usc of downstep in a compound word is:
adéséest, “between’, ‘in the middle of, < 3de, ‘one has reache
‘cirele’, .. ‘one has reached the very middle’.

L s, feirele, + Est,
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