A WORD LIST OF THE GOKANA DIALECT
OF OGONI

L. F. BROSNAHAN

This word list was obtained from onc informant, Mr. C. K. Deage, during the month
of January, 1962. The dialect is that of the village of Bodo in the Gokana area of Ogoni.

The transcription used is the phonemic one described in an carlier article on this
dislect" with one modification: the sounds [1] and [r] which were there regarded as allo-
phones of | are here distinguished as they occur in the informant’s rendering of these
words, The phonemic system is then:

plosives Pt ¢ k k
b d g gb

fricatives [
v ooz j

nasals m n

liquids oo

nasal rosonant?® M

vowels i u 1 a
e ° z 5
€ ] i
a

juncture? H

“I'here are three tones, one occurring on cach vowel or resonant: high, low ", and mid
(unmarked).

It has been difficult to devise an adequate system of presentation of the items in the list.
These range from single monomorphemic words to multiword phrases but what inter-
vening types of derivative or compound words are usefully distinguished in the dialcct is
not known, ‘The procedure adopted is that items composed exclusively of forms known
to oceur as independent words are written ss phrases with these words separated, Tn all
other items known or suspeeted meaningful units are separated by hyphens.

A (n) afier an item calls attention to a note at the ond of the word kist.

1. one e 5. five 8o
2.two Y 6. six 3l
3. three @ 7.seven a3k
4. four inf 8. cight 2tz

*Outlines of the Phonology of the Gokana Dislect of Oguni’, JWAL, 1 (1963), 43-48. The following
corrections should be made in that article:

v 46, 8132 (3): for mEEmE read mEL-L.
47, §14, L 5: read md-Ho ; L. 3 from bottom: reud ni2ei.
p .a.L;tmmmd read clabani.
2 Realised in initial position as a nasal homorganic with the following consonant, in other positions
a5 voiced bilsbial nasel.
20f obscure phonermic status,
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9. nine sitnkob
10. ten 8b
11. cleven &b nt tng
12. twelve &b nt baa
13. thirteen b nt taa
14. fourteen b nt thnt
15. fifteen &b nt vod
16. sixteen b nk 33lE
17. seventeen b nt arabi
18. cighteen b nt aitaa
19. nineteen b ot sil nt ob
20, twenty tib
21. twenty-one tib nf ing
22, thirty titb nE ob
23, forty bah tub
24. fifty baa tub nt ob
25, sixty tad b
26. seventy cad tub nt &b
27. cighty téni tub
28, ninety thni tub ni 8b
29. one hundred  vo0 tub
30. father « @
1. mother k3
32 father's brother vigh 3-ct
33. father’s sister at

34. mother'sbrother vigh 3-k
35. mother's sister  vigd a-kh

36. brother vigh pi-gbird

37. sister vig pi-bia

38. son vin pi-gbird

39. daughter vin pé-bia

40, grandson vin pa-gbird a-vin

41. granddaughter  vin pa-bia d-vin
42, grandfather  ndmi ¢t (n)
4 gmndmmhn némd ka (n)

; A

St head
52. hair (of head)

53. nose. bi§
54. €ar 5
55 eye dez

$6. check
57. beard

8. chin

50. jaw

6o. mouth

61 lip

62. tongue

63. tooth

64. neck.

65. nape

66. throat

67. chest

68, breast (fem.)
69, hand

0. fingernail
7. nail

72. elbow
73. shoulder
74. armpit
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vk bi

gbai
Jigzib

fa

kpdd 3 (n)
kpokfim-ki-t> (n)
dudim-to

vif o

ka-t>

kpdd pib (n)

pi3

di-té
det bi (n)

kpé (n)
183 kpéord (n)
mit

kb mint
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103. bone
104. vein

105. urine
106. facces
107. sweat
108, saliva

125, friend
129. hunter
130. weaver
T31. potter
132. thief
133. water
134. river
135. rain
136. cloud
137. smoke
138. dew
139. fog
140. thunder
141. lightning
142 sky
143. wind
144. sun
145. moon

147. day
148. night
149. morning

kpé6 (n) 150, noon
nt 151. evening
méni 152. sunrise
bi 153. sunset
154. new moon
155. full moon
156. month
157. year
158. rainy season
159. dry season
160 fire
161, coal
162. ashes
163. tree
vin 164, leaf
s3g5-gbird 165. root
pi- 166, branch
n3mé dSm 167. bark
n3mi va 168. seed
miné 169. trunk
j88r0 170, fruit
bari 171 (red) flower
nin dm bit 172. thomn.
bi 173. grass
nén cid 174. mountain
k6 175. hill
nen kpé 6l gbégé (n) 176. earth
n#n 06 nd (n) 177. ground
nEn dém b (n) 178. sand
nin zib 179. mud
mid 180. dust
péné. 181. forest
boo 182. village
bl dee 183. house
<l 184 room
bida mdd b3m dee (n)18s. wall
i dee 186. door
néd kila (n) 187. roof
£nfm dee 8. path
sf kadla 189. road
5515 1g0. well
niint 1g1. spring
i 192. farm
144 Kkadla (n) 1g3. hoe
dee 194. sickle
bila dee (n) 195. stone
133le 1g6. iron

d@33-mi-tf nint (n)
-1
kpdlo £
€
gbsi
22 mid boo (n)
222 gbei (a)
i
birt (n)
bl ()
té
pasid
nf
gbén$
kpi ()
sdi (n)
ki (n)
b3l (n)
doodoo

bind méd (n)
méd abi aa ki (n)
8l (n)

o

Kivigt (n)

dem

kpsgsrs
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197. copper -

198. gold n$5 kpé (n)

199. silver kpé

200, tin t

201. animal n5m

202. hyena =

203, bat kpin

204. scorpion pedre

205, worm, mig

206. chameleon  nSSn

207. termite (white ant) bébél

208. ant jEing

209. anthill

210. lion

211 leopard

212. clephant

213. bush cow (buffalo) —

214. baboon =

215. monkey fint (n)

216. crocodile ba

217. hippopotamus i mifi (n)

218. lizard ghére

219. snake naEnd

220. crab kodra

221. tortoise kuriy

222, spider kaa

223. louse kib (n)

224. flea kava (n)

225. mosquito i

226. fly i

227. bee 244286

228, honey 055 244266 (n)

229. frog kira (n)

230. squirrel vigai

231, cow lio ()

232. bull dsm lio

233. goat b6l

234. he goat kpete bsl

235. sheep (ewe) &l nadnd bél (n)

236, ram d5m nzand bl (n)

237. horse jEEMbu

238. mare ul jEEMbu

239. donkey &
antelopes (various kinds)

240, 160 (n

P gbim (n)

242, g2

243 —
244 —

245 i

246. rabbit vél

247. chicken vin k33 (n)
248. cock doo k33
249. guineafowl  —

250. mouse it (n)

251. bush rat it él (a)
252, dove kukduké
253, pigeon —

254. duck k35 bekés (n)
255, tarkey

256. dog.

257, cat

258, bird

250, feather pai

260. wing pé

261. egg ké (n)

262. vulture bed dirt
263. hawk 'y

264. claw bad bism (n)
265. horn kos

266. tail di

267. food i

268. meat mm

269, fish o

270, soup miif-ré (n)
271, milk mé lio (n)
272. salt 16

273. pepper saakéd
274. onion z0

CHIEF FOOD PLANTS

275 yam i g (n)

276. guinca-corn —

277, millet —

278, palm tree (oil palm) 400 ()
okra kdr>

280, beans biin
281. aca (Digitaria exilis) ~ —

282. maize kpakird
283. cassava gbebai
284. banana baidé (n)
285. bambarra (ground nuts) —

286, beni-secd -

287. oil 033 (n)

4
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288, grease
289. fat

200. groundnuts (peanuts)
291. kola nut

202, stick
293. spear
204. sword
295. drum
296 basket
297. mat
208, bow
209. arrow
300, quiver

df

kpod xé (@)
3

kpos gt (n)
keéré

viklin

bsb dilra (n)
gima.

sisin

kigi

dii

3

8818
[

fi-nén
dim
Bokpilé (n)
bt

sisé

15m ()

dei (n)
kaka bel (n)
ci bel (n)
33

55
5525516 (n)
kpagé

ki

@
f3

t kéi (n)
tin-méé (n)
vikéi

£ dei (n)
K313 16 (n)

a5
shankéré (n) 337 hat
gbft

335 clothing
6. shoe

338.

340- lxshr (weight)
341. white

342. black

343. red

344. green

345. yellow

346. blue

347- big

348. large

349. small

381. sharp
47

Bl 16
kpigé-t> (5)
jile

pigi

vi-kpé (n)
&

vare

bila

mif-mff
biif-bil
n33-n35 (n)
bulud-bulult
p3b-ki (n)
gbere-ki (n)
kem-ka (n)
B33

kem-bug
dédéz
im ()
gbininf

ka gbia (n)
gbinfnf gba (n)
ige

b3l

kped

s

tovi

jimi

kett (n)
kem ket (n)
bég (a)
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382. blunt «ni 429. defecate sizatvil
383. beautiful 1é (n) 430, do i

384. ugly bé 430 £

385 hot shsk 432, da

386. cold 3 (n) 433 Kiid-kE

387. strong kpéd 16 (n) 54 bi

388, weak $8-255-16 (n) £5- & ke dee
389. deaf bola-t5 (n) £36.

390, dumb bola-ga (n) 57 kil gbin-det (n)
391. blind gimé-dzz (n) 438. kil ke

392, today nfs-2ei (n) 139 teeli

303. yesterday s86-2e3 440, animal) —

394. tomorrow B3ledboo 441, see mdn

395, where? i3 442, hear di

396. when? m3tSm-§ 443 smell d&nb-16 (n)
397. how? nad-va-e 444- touch daabé-16 (n)
3¢8. howmany?  kuka-e 445 taste -1816 (n)
399. why? 16-2é6 446, hit dib

400, here Kt 47 beat b3m

o1, there -4 448, kill

402, this ot 449. insult —

403. that i 450. pull duird

404. thus 451. push €33 bé ()
405. who? 452. canry tooli (n)
406, what? 453. bring d5m!

407. everyone i-nén (n) 454 iR dird

308, everything G () 455. put down selé-ke

40y. not 456. lic down ma-ki
410.n0 one ©3 nén (n) 457. sleep Y

411. nothing ©3 ni (n) 458. dream ‘m34 jadld (n)
412 inside M fegi-I6

413. outside bara-ké 40 55-250-16 () "
414, ubove gbin-ded kbura

475, undomeath  ke-ke kiib

476. front ded-st i

477. behind ded-viz bugi (n)
418, Jefc ki 2mé

479 right le E

420. betseen gbi-bé (n) 23 gbsnd ()
421, north b2

422. south — i

423. east kit~ ndini 616 baa di (n) 2ori (n)

424. west Kkit-2 nddint 616 d33m3-té (n) sli

a5, eat dé 3

426. drink 3 1

427. swallow sh3lamin 474. tell 5

428, urinate th-méni (n) 75. sk bitnk

8



A WORD 1.

- answer

. steal

. help

.+ fall

. think

know

. remember

4. seine
. take

OF TIE GOKANA DIALECT OF OGONI

484 L sit Tité k2 (n)
bira (n) give birth min vin (a)
kin . heget i€

il throw tovi

baa (n) . follow 35t

fol . die u

baa (n) . forge (metal)  dém (n)
tib g. increase (intr)) b2

Vi . decrease (intr.)  kéri-kg
152 0 16 (n) b

Vi cid

i b3l () pee

qia pec

zib ela-boo (n)
Vit bé (n) shl

) aPa
biird (n) 151 (n)
jimé (n) dara-togé (n)
kedbo Mmé (n)
tjfe (n) il

b doba

© 5 Umi (n) kaz

gbaa vil (n) bim
n33ma zeli

n3 bovl

o taald
migd B

kpok a3-mé (n) P
tul-mi-kpds (n) . sweep. kpali

o blow (of wind)  ula

ne . blow (with mouth) uuli
d5mi obtain i o)

133 (n) . weive 3

0o 16

zali ds5

kol btna

Literally, ‘old father, om mother'
“I'hese are the hushand's parents.

of. 120, T21.
n-lawe. A wife rofers to hers as t& dSm

and ki d3m respectively. dm ‘husband, man'; cf. 120, 236 ctc.

Also togél.
ded ‘hole’; cf. 90, 320.
CF. 103.

kpoktim ‘base, lower part, underneath’, etc.; cf. kpokOmté ‘tree stump’,

CE. 103.
CF. 106,

49
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168, 169, 70
174
78

190

255

261

“Waist’ = karaté.

CE. 167.

peligie body’. kpd-ré is also used in the sense of ‘body’. CF. 167, 316.
Also = ‘foree, strength’.

Lit. ‘person hunts (in) bush (with) dog’; cf. 192.
Lit. ‘person weaves things'; of. 544, 307-

Lit. “person fashions pots'; cf. 112, 518, 306.
dmp(s) water (at) dawn’; cf. 147.

nad = ‘gos

Lie, it (nf) sky'; cf. 269.

bils = ‘black’; cf. 342,

CE. (3) 325 note.

See 423, 424 notes,

Usually sadeé, kité, bolte ‘sced of tree’, ete.
CE. 19,
Lit. ‘white sand’; cf. 199, 341.

“Doorway, entrance” = niita.

bind 'pit’, méit ‘water’, 133.

Lit. “water flows from ( — leaves, departs 431) ground’.

Also = ‘bush, bush area’; cf, 129, 231

Another term: kpina.

kpe ‘metal, bicycle’. For 85, cf. 287, 345,

A form nf also occurs, and in compounds, 217.

“Chimpanzee’ = vikoko.

Cf. 133.

Kkib used of louse, fiea, on human, kava of louse, tick, etc, on animal.
Cf. 287 note.

“Tond’ — borofaa.

Cf. 271

niinibél (¢ cf. 219): ‘sheep’. i ‘fermale’ (of animals); male = doo, cf.

d!m of. 46 note,

160 is the general term for antelope.
gbdm ‘duiker’.

L, child of hen, fowl’; f. 115.

Tncludes ‘rat’.

CF. 192 note.

Lit. ‘chicken of Europcan’. békég ‘white man’ (perbaps a loan word from

Tbo — or vice versa?).

dere fcf. 262.

Felt to he loan yord.

Usually ké k33 ‘hen’s cgg’; of. 247.

50
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264 bi5m, cf. 71. bad (?) ‘strip, long piecc’; cf. bad kin ‘piece of cloth’.

20 Cf. 133. 16 'salt’, 272.

271 CE. 68, 231.

275 Interpreted as ‘mother of food'; of. 31 & 267.

278 “Coconut palm’ = fljoo.

284 “Plantain’ s k3bél (#mother of bananz’) and bl is used a5 2 shortened
form to refr to either specics.

287 85 ‘oil, syrup’ etc; also ‘sellow’. CF. 198, 228, 345, 20d 13200 ‘palm oil’.

200 Felt to be loun word.

202 — “bone of trec’. Cf. 103, 163.

24 s and g ‘eulse, shasher.

3%

316 CF. 99 note. Another wotd = z3-k3m; cf. 319,

319 Also = ‘cut, wound", etc.

320 CE. 66 note and 333 note.

32 CE. 308. kaka ‘corret, truc'.

322 < ‘lie, falschood",

325 35 “tired". Cf. 16-M-33 *hody-me-tired’, and 388,

330 t ‘loss’; cf. th ‘run out, exhaust, finish’, o ket “strength’.

331 Cf. 133.

3 £, cf. 341. del appears to be by-form of dee ‘day’, 147.

334,335 C. I3l ‘to wrap’ and 16 hody’, 97.

336 Cf.© kg, S2 .

338 Vi Fdiminutive prefix; cf. g ‘poker’ and vigd ‘necdle’. kpé ‘metal’, 198,

345 Cf. 18, 228, 287.
47-9  Kais a dispensable suffx. gbere and kEm also occor, s docs gbere-ph

353 ‘thick’, as of a forest,
355,356 Lit. ‘mother-belly’ and ¥thin-belly’. Cf. 31, 354, 78
363,365 gbere (348) may be prefixed os intcnsificr: gberekété, gberebéy.

364 Cf. 349.

367 CF. 383.

375, 376 Cf. 347-349 and note.
383 CE. 367.

386 Also — ‘wet',

387 CE. 103, g7.

388

389

3%

391

392

47

408

410, 411

420

42 Lit. ‘place-that sun —— come’. Cf. 144, 432, 152, For Kif, cf. 400, 401

and for -, 305 1.

5t
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424

428

47 CE. 414.

438 For kt, k ‘ground, down’, efe. of. 177, 191, 415, 453 ete.

439 Also teh.

43 f -16 *body’,

“s ? ‘look with body’, b ‘0 laok’.

451 33 ‘to hit, shoot and hit’; b *hand’, 69,

452 xry on head’. *T'o lift (and carry in hand)’ is dar3, 454.

458 Lit. ‘t0 sce dreams’; cf. 441, 312.

460 CE. di ‘come, become’, 432 and 325,

464 Also = ‘count’,

467 25 follow, engage in’ and gbé-t> ‘together’.

470 Of yams, eggs, etc.

477 Cf. 492.

480 Of woud.

482 Of cloth,

485 Lit. ‘take-off things body’, Cf. 487, 307, 97.

487 0 ‘o take in hand, ift'; 13] ‘put away, fAnish’, 528.

450 viE ‘to place sumc(hmg in(to) something as trap in water, sceds in ground,
etc., and

492 Alo bnra:oge(l), of. 57, 477.

493 Also jit.

495 Lit. ‘lose, lack heart’; cf. 330 note, 77.

497 Lit. ‘take hoe, dig’; cf. 487 note, 193.

498 gbaa ‘to pull up and throw away’. vil, 173

503 Of animals. 3, 431

504 tuil ‘take’, s05. For kpéé, cf. 103 note,

508 Of birds.

s12 Cf. 438 note.

513 CE. 1g £,

518 CE. 131.

525 eld, erd ‘wait',

528 C. 487.

529 =454 + 5.

530 Cf. 369,

543 = 505.



A BRIEF NOTE ON
CERTAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF
‘WEST CHADIC’ LANGUAGES

H. JUNGRAI'THMAYR

Tn his “A brief note on the Maha lnguags” in JWaL, 1, 1, 1965, p. 57, Paul Newman
states the following:
“Muaha, like the other members of the Bolewa clustcr and like all West Chadic Janguages,
has sepacatc masculine and feminine pronouns in the 2nd and 3rd person singular and
one 181 person plural pronoun, there being no distinction between ‘we’ inclusive and ‘we’
exclusive. On the other hand, Maha is the only West Chadic language which has lateral
fricative phonemes characteristic of the Bura-Tera (‘Rast Chadic’) group of languages.”
The general and definitive statements included in this passage require some comment.

bsol y that“all West Chadi "
e scparate masculine and feminine pronouns in the 2nd and 3rd pecson sing. and only
one 15t pers. pl. pronoun. Actually, most of the Angus group languages including Chip,
Montol, Gerka 2nd Angas itself show sexigender diffcrentiation only in the 2nd person
singular.1 A to the 1t pers. pl. pronoun the Ron linguages (Fyer, Bokkos, Daffo, Sha
and Kulere) of the Southern Plateau exhibit - in addition to the separate pronouns in 2nd
and 3rd pers. sing. — inclusive and exclusive forms and beside these even 4 15t pers. dual.
Cp. the following set of subject pronouns in Kulere:?

sing. st miS dual. st ngi
2nd plur. st
m ya incl. ngya
£k exc. i
3ud ad ku
m shi 3d sufsi
A

2. Tt is not corret to state that “Maha is the only West Chadic languzge which has
latexal fricative phonemes”. Warja and Pa'a (Afa)¢ for instance have them too; c.g. dl in
dlaadla ‘cight’ (Warja) and tlin tluni ‘they’, ¢! in vaali ‘ive’ (Wariz); Pa’a vaatl'u ‘five’.
“I'hus it would have been more cautious to say: “. . . is the only KNOwx West Chadic

it may have existed in the 3rd person as well, ss certain traces in

Sura, actually, has it. Sce my Sura and Anges publications in ARKA UXD COERSES,

48 (1664/65).

urpose here tone marking is not required and hus therefore been cmittcd. The dsta on

languages 1 heve collcted in 1962 and 1964 i Jo snd Pankabia, Plarea Provioce. In the
Poriied iy S

e Bullung nectalls dev Tldudohnmmmhm is being prepared for pr&
3 Disinguished by o

o H. ]ungrm(hlnayr. ‘suumﬂu of the Pa's and Wasja lingunges', in ARIIKA UND OBERSIE, 50
(m press
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