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THE RECAPITULATING PRONOUNS IN KUTEB
ROBERT KOOPS AND JOHN T. BENDOR-SAMUEL

1. INTRODUCTION

Are Kuteb! verbs possessed like nouns: This article? describes a set of pronouns which occur
after the verb in Kuteb but which refer to the subject of the sentence. At first glance these pronouns
appear to be simply a redundant statement of the noun or pronoun subject. They are, however,
found to be parallel in form and function to the possessive pronouns which occur with nouns.

These pronouns are here termed “recapitulating pronouns,"3

A brief outline of the pronoun sets and verb phrasc is given before the details of the occurrence
of the reduplicating pronouns.

2. THE PRONOUN SETS

In Kuteb there are the following sets of pronoun forms:*

indep. subj.  object emph. nominali-  recapitu clided
and poss,  poss. zed poss. lating
Isg ame¥ m m/me nam anam m/me m
25g afu fu fu nafu anafu fu f
i5g awi a wil nawi anawi wu W
pl ati ] ti nati anati ti t
2pl ani ni ni nani anani ni n
3pl abi a ba naba anabi ba b
© 3inan  ayl yifi yi nayi anayi yi y

1 Kuteb s a language spoken by 30,000 people in southern Wukari Division, Benue-Platzau State, Nigeria.
Kuteb is a member of the Jukunoid sub-branch of the Benue-Congo branch of Niger-Congo. Cf. Greenberg,
LANGUACGES OF AFRICA (1066), p. 0.

2 This article arises from the ficld work of Robert and Esther Koops (Sudan United Mission), who have
lived in the Kuteb area for approximately three years in the period 1967-71. In studying this feature of
Kuteb, extensive use has been made of a concordance giving occurrences of all morphemes in 150 pages of
text materials. This concordance was provided through the Linguistic Information Retrieval Project of the
Summer Institute of Linguistics and the University of Oklahoma Research Institute, sponsored by Grant
Gs—934 of the National Science Foundation.

The analysis presented in this article has been worked out by Robert Koops and John Bendor-Samuel
(Summer Insticute of Linguistics) and the article written jointlv.

3 W. E. Welmers uses the term “recapitulating pronoun” for a rather similar phenomenon found in the
Jukun language which is closely related to Kuteb, in his study “Jukun of Wukari and Jukun of Takum”
mimeographed in 1940 and recently reissued by the Institute of African Studies, University of Ibadan, 1968,
Welmers gives examples of the recapitulating pronouns but does not spell out in detail the conditions under
which they are used.

4 It would, of course, be possible to set up base pronoun forms and to derive the various sets from these by
rules, e.g., the emphatic possessive pronouns could be derived from the object/possessive set by applying a
rule such as CV — naCV. For the purposes of this article, however, a visual display presents the data
in a more immediate manner, and it i not intended that this should be regarded as a full statement of the
pronominal system as this lies ourside the scope of this article.

# Kuteb forms in this article are written phonemically. Tone is marked as follows: low, unmarked except on

syllabic m when it occurs as a suffix (in which case it is marked /M to distinguish it from syllable-final
m); mid /=/; high [*/; low-high glide [*[; mid-high glide /~/; high-low glide [/
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The independent forms are often used in subject position in slow speech. In object position the
independent forms are used when a recapitulating pronoun precedes the object pronoun, The
nominalized possessive forms of the pronoun occur as independent pronouns showing possession.
See Section 8.3 for discussion and examples.

It will be noticed that the recapitulatng pronouns are identical in form to the possessive pro-
nouns.

3. VERB PHRASE

In order to understand the function of the recapitulating pronouns it is necessary to outline
briefly the structure of the verb phrase.

Verbal constructions in Kuteb range from simple onc-verb clauses to complex verb serics of
several different structural types. Whatever the complexity of the verbal construction, however,
there is always 2 main verb, which can be diagrammed as follows:

(subordinating particle) (aspect marker) Main Verb  (Auxiliary)
There are four (optional) aspect markers, future (fur), 0
incompletive (inc), kU
subjunctive (sub), &
hortative (hor), @
and all these occur immediately preceding the verb.
Examples:
Audu ba  iré. ‘Audu came yesterday.’®
Audu come yesterday
Audu G bd  ucwé. ‘Audu will come tomorrow.”
Audu fut come tomorrow
Awii ki ba  tinine. ‘He is coming now.’
he  inc come now
Sé w i ba tawé. . “When he comes.’
until he sub come before
Sé wa «ci yititibydg. ‘He should eat it hot.’
let he hor eat it hot
In addition, two (optional) subordinating particles (s.p.) precede this set of aspect markers: a,

the conditional fremporal particle (con), and ng, which is used in reported speech and in clauses
expressing intention or desire.

Examples:
Ali ri basi awi na 0 bd iréb. ‘Ali said he’d come in the evening,’ Elic
Alisay clause part.  he  s.p. fut come evening
U ka téng bisi umbae wii nd cwi pd7 wi. ‘He thought the child had died.’

he inc think cl. part. child  the s.p. dic per he

6 Where reference numbers are given, examples ate taken from the rexts used in the concordance projeet.
Other examples are from personal observation. Occasional cxamples have been elicited in the course of
language study, and these are Jabelled “elicited”.

7 See section 4.1.



THE RECAPITULATING PRONOUNS IN KUTEB

Kisi a ti& kuniinn fu, . .. If there 1s a wizard in your house . . .
wizard con beat house  vour DE124

Isim yitl atia tdmtdg puti. .. ‘After we have finished hoeing. . ." TCs
after it that we con hoe finish per we

F a t& mamplfu utongyi ... “When you have cooked the soup, . .’
you con cook finish per vou soup  the SP4G

Following the main verb of the phrase frequently an auxiliary (Aux) occurs. Auxiliaries may be
verbs or particles, and they qualify the action of the verb. Some of the auxiliary verbs occurring are:
mam ‘finish’ U nde miam pl wii wénde. ‘He finished working.’

he do  finish per he work
num ‘tire’ A ri ri num pd ba. ‘They talked until tired.’
they say say tite  per they

pang ‘too much’ Afu ndub pd'ng fu ijw&  “You are too proud.’
vou swell too much vou body

Particles which function as auxiliaries are:

ra ‘violently’ M pyerra pl m awd risd kuté. ‘I beheaded him long ago.’
I cut per I him head before
ta ‘change of state’  Mbub ta téga! ‘Open the window!’
open window
fé ‘do completely”  Ti ka fob fé Jos. “We went all the way to Jos.'
we goreach  Jos
ci * ‘close or caver’ U cwinn ¢i ufu  kuség. ‘He closed the door.’
he close door house

For convenience, the verb together with any auxiliary is termed the “verb nucleus” throughout
the rest of this article.

4. OCCURRENCES OF THE RECAPITULATING PRONOUNS

The recapitulating pronouns occur as follows.

4.1. pU ‘PERFECTIVE'
The verb nucleus may be followed by the particle p(, followed in turn by a recapitulating pro-
noumn. The usage of pi seems difficult to define, but it serves mainly to indicare,
(a) action completed in the immediate present,

(b)  action completed in contrast to other actions still going on or which have not yet taken
place, and

(&) a present state in contrast to a previous ofne.

pl is found in all types of clauses but has so far not been found co-occurring with the aspect mar-
kers, nor in negative clauses.
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Examples:
() Mpi ikén fu bi pam. T have brought your things,” FLso
I wke things your come 1
Anitam pa ni ké. ‘Have vou hidden#’ PS5z

you hide  vou @

(b)) A rikafob pabi kutdr bard, "When they have reached the bush, they divide
they go go reach  they bush  cl.p. the bush amongst themselves.” DF16
abd kan atsé kan kutdr.
they divide recip divide bush
F a t6 miampifu utongyi, “When you have cooked the soup, you thin it
you con cook finish ~ yousoup the with oil. . .’ SP46

u shwuyiti kindob, . .
you thin it with oil

(¢) Utén jim pd wi tinine. “The country is peaceful now.” DA375
area  cool it now
f-'\rnbyi byag pu yi. “The water is hot.”
water  hot it

4.2. NEGATIVE CLAUSES

Negation in Kuteb is realized as follows: The negative particle bé occurs at the end of the clause
concerned; the verb nucleus is followed immediately by a recapitulating pronoun. The full range
of clause types and aspect markers is found to occur with negative.

Examples:
Ani nde f&b ni wande wine bé. “You are not able to do this work.’
you do reach you work this  not
Kikwén ta wi té winde ating bé. “The priest has nothing to do with it.” DC8o
priest be he with work there not
lyd" wi ri’ wi bé. ‘His mother did not go.” FN23

mother his go she not

U si wi unde ti  tinyang bé. ‘He is not a good man.’
heis he man with goodness not

4.3. CONTRASTIVE

The recapitulating pronouns also occur quite frequently in non-negative and non-completive
clauses. These clauses may be marked by future, incomplete, conditional or hortative aspect
markers, and there seems to be no restriction as to occurrence with clause types. The function of
the recapitulating pronouns in this occurrence is discussed in detail in section 7.

Examples:

lewu ri basi,a ninyi'ngba ¢ cwicwo. ‘Leopard said they should dip {some
leopard say clause they s.p. dip  they again again honey for him) again.” FGo
part
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AnyisG a bad rikasimté ba iyd" ba... ‘If the children go back with their

children con come go back  with they mother their mother. . .’ DA340

...ande na G byi'nn bd kufa tiri. ‘.. . people arc 1o play the harp
people s.p. fur plav they harp then now.” DC46

Ti rd" i tird, “We're leaving.

we go we then

Ra' fu ikén fu! ‘Get out of here !’

go you thing vour

4.4, SPECIFIC MORPHEMES

It is noticeable that with certain verbs the recapitulating pronouns occur much more often than
with other verbs. Again, there seem to be no restrictions on the occurrence of these verbs in all
types of clauses and with all the aspect markers.

These verbs appear to have in common a semantic element of negation. They are:

pyir  ‘refuse’
shaen ‘object to’

The recapitulating pronoun always occurs with the auxiliary pang which has the meaning
‘too much.’

Examples:

U pylr witi @ ba. ‘He refused to come.’

he refuse he that he come DA326

Ukwe Ali sh&n wii ayi ba, aser niundd ne k& pi'ngyi. ‘Chief Ali objected to it,

Chief Ali objecthe it cl.p. money of woman this much too it saying the bride price
was too high.” DA46

Ufanggé rwén pi'ng wi. Tt is oo far away.’

road far  too it DDr13

4.5. ACCOMPANIMENT AND BENEFACTIVE

It will be seen already that the recapitulating pronoun normally follows the verb nucleus, With
two constructions, however, this is not the case. These are two relator-axis phrases expressing
beneficiary object and accompaniment.

The beneficiary phrase consists of the particle na followed by the noun or pronoun concerned.
The accompaniment phrase consists of the particle té followed by the noun or pronoun. These
phrases most frequently occur immediately after the verb nucleus and before the object.

When such phrases occur together with the particle pd and the recapitulating pronoun, it is
found that na and té usually follow the verb nucleus and are themselves immediately followed by
pé and the recapitulating pronoun. The noun or pronoun associated with na and té follows the
recapitulating pronoun and precedes any direct object of the main verb. In negative clauses similarly,
na and té immediately follow the verb nucleus and are themselves immediately followed by the

recapitulating pronoun. This partern is parallel to the normal pattern of indirect objects preceding
direct objects.
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Examples:
M sa na pu m afu wiacl.
I taketo perI you food
ar
M sa wdaci na pi m afu. ‘I have taken food to you.’
I takefood to per I you
M somté pd m afu. ‘I have sat with you.’
I sit withper I you
M sa ni m afu wici bé.
1 taketo I voufood not

M sa wici nd m afu b&. I haven’t taken food to you.’
[ take food to I you not

M som té m afu bé. ‘l have not sat with vou.”
I sit with T you not

There are strong indications that the benefactive (na) and accompaniment (t€) particles are

verbal elements, either verb or auxiliary.
First of all, na and té appear to function as verbs in constructions that could be analyzed as

serial constructions.
Examples:
Awid ri ird té imbdri ba. . . ‘He said to the chimp . . ." DCa71
he  say word with chimp say el. part.
U sa wocinaimbé, ri ba. . . ‘He gave the chimp food, saying . . .” Elic
he take food to chimp say cl.p.

Compare with:
M sa rikae pyer kutdkd. ‘I took an axe and cut down a tree.”
I takeaxe cut tree
M j&b uji yir mbawén. ‘I bought a rope and tied up the goat.” Elic
I buy rope tie goat

An alternate position for té and its object is before the verb nucleus, This also parallels certain
serial constructions. Na plus its object, however, is not found in this position.

Esxamples:
Fxénira t mté fu kari ne ‘Listen to what I'm telling you.” DE181
hear word which I with you inc say this
Anité bi si  bi té 4&tsd ké.  ‘Did you(pl) come down together with them?’
you with them down come with recip.
Undeti té ni ri siayé. “Who told you:’ FN 111

man  who with you say is who?

In all of these cases, na and té could be considered verbs meaning ‘give to’ and ‘be with’ respec-
tively.

10
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Secondly, té patterns with other verbs and auxiliarics in being reduplicated after an object.
Examples:

Uri t6 m té. ‘He told me.’

he say with me with

A wén wi wén. “They killed him.’
they kill  him kill

Thirdly, the normal structure is for the verb nucleus to be followed by either pd -+ recapitulating
pronoun

or just the recapitulating pronoun
or an object
or zero (in the case of intransitive verbs).

If té and na are interpreted as verbs or auxiliaries, this pattern is maintained. Compare the follow-
ing:

M yér w&'n m awi bé. T did not sacrifice him.” Elic

I cut kil T him not

M som té m awi bé, ‘I did not sit with him.” Elic
I sit withl him not

M s& ri’ m afu bé. ‘T did not ignore you.’ Elic

I look go 1 you not

M sa n3imafu bé. T did not give it to you." Elic
I taketo I vou not

Fourthly, both na and té have been found with the incompletive aspect marker ku.
Examples:

Aba ki sa ird  Rimam ka té tikari... “They were telling us about Christianity.’
they inc take matter God  inc with usinc say DAGY4

M ki bz ko na fu kutsinkén wine, . . T am writing you this letter.’

[ inc write inc to you letter this

It should be pointed out that both the benefactive and the accompaniment phrases can also occur
after the object, the normal position for adverbial phrases.
Examples:

U sha ambyi kitu na ba. ‘He sought palm wine for them.’
he seek water  palm to them

Uri irdA té imbé ri ba. . . ‘He told the chimp. . .” DCz71
he say word with chimp say c.p.

Viewing these particles historically, one might suspect that na and té are in the process of moving
from a free status as verbs to the more restricted status of the verbal auxiliary, and from there to

what is now a preposition-like role in ordinary adverbial phrases.

11
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Perhaps the function of na and té sheds some light on the status of pl. On the one hand, pl does
not function like the aspect markers.

(a) Tt occurs after the verb, while all the aspect markers occur before the verb.

(b) pi never co-occurs with the negative particle. Al the aspect markers oceur with negative.

(€) pu may occur with the incompletive aspect marker k.

Examples:
Ush&n usin na kyang ka y@n kd pd wi. ‘Dry season is approaching.’
season dry s.p. walk  inc finish inc it

Ame kyang ki y&n ki pd m. ‘1 am approaching.” Elic
I walk ¢ finish inc I

On the other hand pui clearly belongs to the verbal system and does not function like the prepo-
sitions found in adverbial phrases. If pU, too, was originally a verb, this would account for the
occurrence of the pronouns after it.

4.6. SUMMARY OF OCCURRENCES

In summary, it may be stated that the recapitulating pronoun must occur with certain construc-
tions, 1.c.,

1. whenever the perfective pd occurs in the verb phrase
2. whenever negation occurs

3. whenever the auxiliary pang occurs.

The recapitulating pronoun may occur with other constructions. There seem to be no restrictions
as far as verb phrases or clause structure is concerned. It is, however, noticeable that with two verbs
there is a strong tendency for the recapitulating pronoun to occur.

5. TONAL JUNCTURE

As outlined above, the recapitulating pronoun may follow the verb nucleus immediately. It is
in this position that a fascinating tone phenomenon can be observed; low tone verbs take on a low-
high glide, mid tone verbs take on a mid-high glide, while high tone verbs remain unchanged.
One might postulate a tone morpheme [’/ between the verb and a recapitulating pronoun. It is
this tonal feature which suggests that the “recapitulating” pronoun is more than a redundant
marker of the subject noun or pronoun. No tone link is heard after the particle pt because, like high
tone verbs, pl remains unchanged before recapitulating pronouns.

Examples:
tore of verb “They did not it
low nde ‘do’ ;_E\ndé ba bé.
e Cfind At ba be.
mid t&  ‘cook’ Ats’  ba be.
wén kill’ A wé'n bi bé.
high mbé ‘reccive’ A mbé ba be.
s ‘carry’ Asi  ba be.

12
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It should be pointed out that, in contrast to the possessive and recapitulating pronouns, no tone
Juncture ever accompanics object or indirect object pronouns. The tone juncture is clearly a feature
of the recapitulating pronoun.

Examples:
Kushwdg . . . ki nde ba iswér. *Snails are taboo to them.” DE8o
snail inc do  them taboo
A nde wi fors. ‘They disciplined him.' DA323

they do  him punishment

A ka ye unde wi ku byinn wi@i kumbab. ‘They catch the man and whip him.’
they inc catch man the inc beat  him whip

6. POSSESSIVE CONSTRUCTION
It is a general rule that modifiers in Kuteb follow the object modified. Possessive pronouns and
nouns fall under this rule. For example,
Uwa m ‘my wife’ icir ti ‘our yams’

ublr Ali  “Ali’s hat’ icir Dauda  *Dauda’s yams’

The possessive relationship is shown not only by the order of the possessor and possessed but in
most cases by a definite tone juncture. If the possessor is a pronoun, the pattern is simple: nouns
having final syllables with low and mid tone are marked by glides to high tone before a possessive
pronoun, while a final high tone remains unchanged.

Examples:
stem tone ‘my ! *his !
low umbae  ‘child’ umb& m umb& wii
mid  risQ ‘head’ risd’ m risd’ wi
lligh uwa ‘wife’ uwa m uwé wi

In constructions where the possessor is a noun, there is the same high tone juncture, These con-
structions are complicated by extensive tone perturbation operating on the prefixes of the POssessOr
nouns. It should be noted, however, that irrespective of the tone perturbation associated with the

possessor nouns, the mid-high and the low-high glides on the final syllables of the possessed nouns
are still always recognizable. For example,

stemt fane I.rJ:?SS(‘_Cme [‘.rt’ﬂi' PUSSC—‘SG]'
low ubur  ‘hat’ ukwe ‘chief’ ublr tkwe
mid uti ‘spear’ uti’ Gkwe
high uwa wife’ uwa Ukwe
low rikae  ‘axe’ undd  ‘woman’' rik® anda
mid risi ‘head’ risd’ Gnd4
high usu ‘load’ ust anda

13
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7. COMPARISON OF THE RECAPITULATING PRONOUNS AND THE POSSESSIVE
PRONOUNS

It has been shown that the recapitulating pronouns are accompanied by a tonal pattern which
links them with the previous verb or particle in precisely the same way in which possessive pro-
nouns are linked with nouns and nominal constructions.

The recapitulating and possessive pronouns are similar not only in form but also in function,
This can be seen when we consider the many occurrences of recapitulating pronouns m non-
negative and non-perfective clauses. Consider the following:

Asiti f a mby&fu kusdg nd birfki. . .
If is that you if build you house of brick . . .
“If you build your house of brick (in contrast to those building houses of mud). . ."DC1s8
M kG cing m ucin m ti  bén ayib.
I inc walk T walk my with ripe eyes
‘I am walking/acting cleverly (in contrast to others, who have been caught by spirits).” DC126
M ra" m. ‘I'm going (lcaving) (in contrast to you, for you aren’t going anywhere).”
I go I
Abitd' ti ting basia na si bi ricwdtd ts6 uyinn ba.
fathers our think clp. they s.p. are they ghosts who mount sea  come
“Our forcfathers thought that they (Europeans) were ghosts who came up out of the sca
(rather than ordinary people).” DAG2

Ame ki'nn me anamti unzu Apyikum.
I call I  mine with mouth Jukun

‘I call mine (dogs) with Jukun names (in contrast to others, who call their dogs with Kuteb
names).” DF40

In each of these examples, there is a definite contrast between the action or state of the subject(s)
or item(s) and that of another. The action or state i this sense “belongs to™ a person or item. The
action is contrasted to another action by virtue of its possession, i.c., it is an action done by or a
state belonging to a specific subject. Often, quite clearly, unilateral action on the part of the subject
is involved.

8. nia POSSESSIVE CONSTRUCTION

Fairly frequently in Kuteb texts possession is shown by the particle nd between the possessed
item and the possessor. The possessive construction with the high tone possessive marker described
above appears to be an alternative form of nd possessive construction. The full n4 form seems to
be used quite often in ordinary possessive constructions and always with emphatic possessive
constructions. The following examples illustrate contexts in which nd always occurs.

8.1. When attention is fixed on the owner. (Note that with the pronouns, the emphatic possessive
forms are used, which all include na.

Iw®n naardm kd txi ti iw®n na anda.
marks of men inc differ from marks of women
‘Men’s facial markings differ from those of women.” DHa21

14



THE RECAPITULATING PRONOUNS IN KUTEB

Yisiyikutsinkén nd asér  dkweti utdn nibi ating bé.
it is it paper of money chief of area their there not
‘Tt wasn't the tax receipt of their country.” NA3o

A ki ta  ibys ndbati  rubu.

they inc shoot meat their with arrow

“They shoot their game with bow and arrow,” DFgg

8.2. When a topic is being introduced:

Wiande na kikwén rukwen, abd té andd pang Atsé.
work  of priest  mountain they with women equal together
“The work of the mountain priest—they are equal with women,” NC1

§.3. In situations requiring a nominalized possessive construction. In these cases nd is preceded
by a nominalizing prefix a- and followed by a pronoun or a nominal construction, whether 2
simple noun, interrogative (who) or noun phrase.

Kukdnn ti urém ri ba, apGpwen si aném, ribén si anam.

chicken  male say c.p. sky is mine carth is mine

“The cock said, “Heaven is mine and earth is mine.” ’ FG32

Anam si ki ba batinég ne ahan, ‘Mine (children) are just coming
mine descend inc come now thus down now.” DB37
Pénsir wiine si and 4y&. Si ana Bala. “Whose pencil is this: It is Bala’s.'

pencil this is of whoz is of Bala

8.4. In possessive constructions when the speaker can’t think of the possessor immediately, the
form ana seems to be used rather than the tone link. In such a case, the and may be repeated or the
final syllable of ana may be lengthened until the object is brought to mind.

8.5. The more general possessive constructions are also marked by na from time to time.
Examples:
Kakwén rukwen si pésto n ande ti apxin.
priest  mountain is pastor of men of spirits
“The mountain priest is the pagans’ pastor.” NC8
Ay& ti ka ye kirZn niandeti kununn ri ka na bi?
who rel inc take food of men of house go go to them
“Who take s the family’s food to them:” TBzo

9. nd POSSESSIVE CONSTRUCTION WITH VERBS

In Kuteb the independent possessive pronouns may occasionally occur immediately after the
verb. Their position in the clause in which they occur is in every way comparable to that of the
recapitulating pronouns. These pronouns are the full emphatic pronominal forms. Sentences like
the following occur:

Malam Smit ba anawi isim. ‘Mr Smith came later.” NA

Mr Smith come his back

Uwa kisung ké kiib anaw ibyé titinyang.  Uwa kim( ka kb andwi ibyé kurikiim.
wife rabbit inc eat hers mecat good wife fox inceat hers meat toad.

I5
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*The rabbit’s wife was eating good meat, but the fox’s wife was eating toad meat,” FG113

Afu rt anifu uwdg wiine, m  ri andm ub®n rukwen.

you go yours place this I fut go mine side hill
“You go this way. I'll skire the hill.” OF16

Similarly the nominalized possessive construction, ana -~ noun, can occur immcdiatcl}r after
the verb, qualifying the verb, as in

Ame a sér risér, m sér anikdkwim. M bém ribém, m bém ani ukan,

I if grow growth I grow of  banana I strong strength 1 strong of iroke
‘(From children’s song) If I grow, I grow like a banana tree. If I'm strong, I'm strong like the
iroko tree.”

One could draw the following parallels:

Noun ' Poss. Pron. Noun ni Poss, Pron.
Noun " Noun Noun nd Noun

Verb ' Recap. Pron. | Verb and Recap. Pron.
— Verb and Noun

10. SYSTEM OF CONTRAST
It would seem that Kuteb has a system of contrast which is realized through the recapitulated
pronouns and the possessive pronouns,
This system of contrast operates whenever the following occur:
1. the perfective particle, pl
2. negation

3. certain verbs and one auxiliary
4. possessed action or state
5. pOssesslve COnstructions

Clauses which include the particle pi (perfective) may be said to be contrasted in that there is
apparently a contrast between an action that has recently been completed and all other actions or
states. The fact that pud is not comparable to the other aspect markers is brought out in several
respects. The aspeet markers all occur before the main verb while p( is the only particle occurring
after the verb. pu never co-occurs with the negative particle, This is very unusual since normally
negation occurs with all aspect particles.

Negative sentences can be considered to be in contrast to all positive statements, and it is not
hard therefore ta see why the system of contrast operates with them.

In the case of the specific verbs and the auxiliary again the contrastive element is seen in the
semantic role they play.

In sentences which are marked by the recapitulating pronoun apart from these there defnitely
seems to be contrast between the action or state being specified by “possession” and other actions
and states.

With regard to all possessive constructions, 1t is possible to regard possessed items as being in
contrast with non-possessed items. The statement of possession does in fact specify an item and so
marks contrast with other unspecified items.

So, Kuteb verbs can be possessed.
16



