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THE CLASSIFICATION OF VERBAL SUFFIXES IN EKPEYE
DAVID J. CLARK

1. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE

Ekpeye is a language spoken by a group inbabiting part of the castern section of the
Niger Delta area of Nigeria. The territory they occupy is bounded on the west by the
Orashi River and on the cast by the Sambreiro River, The town of Ahoada, which is
their main centre, is situated on the west bank of the Sambreiro. The data on which this
description is based was collected between September 1965 and September 1966, when
the writer lived in the village of Orupata, two miles west of Ahoada.!

The purpose of the present paper is to highlight the verbal suffixes of Ekpeye,2 of which
there are over sixty. The following sections contain: (a) a brief account of the theoretical
framework of the descnpunn (b) an outline of the higher grammatical ranks; (€) an

Tsuffxcs; (d) 2 statement of the
tesults obtained by the use of mls method on the availsble data. These results provide a
more detailed and systematic picture of the distribution of verbal suffixes in Ekpeye than
has hitherto been given for those of Igbo, which is of comparable structure, and has been
studied for a longer period.

2. THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The theory underlying this description is derived from the ‘Structure-Function®
model of J. T. Bendor-Samuel, with additional infiuence from the ‘Scale and Category”
model of M. A. K. Halliday. A hierarchy is established, in which, for Ekpeye, there arc
six ranks, labelled in descending order Sentence, Clause, Phrase, Word, Stem and
Morpheme. At each rank, linguistic units may be grouped according to their internal
i into types, and according to their external function into classes. The grouping

takes precedence over that into types, though there is often a high degree of
mngr\l:nce between the two groupings. Where necessary, more etailed grouping into
subtypes and subclasses is made.

Each type is said to consist of a number of places, which may or may not all co-occur;
and each place is manifested by one or more classes of units, normally, but not necessarily,
of the rank next below. Units functioning below their “normal”” rank are said to have a
downward rank-shifted function, and units functioning above their “normal” rank are
said to have an upward rank-shifted function. For the sentence, as the highest ranking
unit, no grammatical function can be stated, and for the morpheme, as the lowest ranking

# This work was aided by a grant from the Central Rescarch Fund of the University of London.
Much practical help was given by members of the Nigeria branch of the Summer Insitute
of Linguis

2 & ullGesipion of the gramimar of Ekpeye is contained i the writer's dectorl thsis, for
details of which sec bibliography.
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unit, no grammatical structure can be stated. Supplementary units, termed complexes,
are set up to handle linear recursion; that is, where two or more umts of the same rank
are in paratactic relationship to each other, and together manifest only one place in the
structure of anotherunit.

“Those items which are not conveniently analysed as part of the structure of any other
unit, but rather mark the function of one unit at some particular place in the structure
of another unit, are termed syntactic markers. Syntactic markers are usually themselves
units a word or morpheme rant.

In addition to the class and type groupings, certain verb affies are also grouped iato
orders. An order subelass on the basi
potential, Tis aim is to display the sequenc in which the members may co-oceur, and the
restrictions on co-oceurrence. Ordering is of maximum valuc in handling (subjclasses
with closed, but fairly large membership. With such elasses, the co-occurrence possi
tis are finite, but by no means obvious, and are most cconomically st out in @ diagrema
of orders, Ekpey le of the uility of display.
Orders and (subclasscs constitute a cross-classification; in the case of Ekpeye verb
suffixes, they are mutually reinforeing, and to some extent mutually dependent, as shown
in the discussion below, especially section 5.6.

3. AN OUTLINE OF THE HIGHER GRAMMATICAL RANKS

At sentence rank, all units are referable to one structural type. On the basis of function
in the sentence, four clause classes are set up, one of which s subdivided into two sub-
classes. Structurally, five clause types are established, each of which carresponds to @
class or subclass. Three of the clause types are subdivided into three subtypes each on
the basis of transitivity. A clause complex is also st up.

At phrase rank, three classes are recognised, labelled nominal, verbal and adverbial,
In the nominal phrase class, five subelasscs are sct up, each corresponding to one of the
five structural types. In the verbal phrase clase, again five subelasses are set up, and again

areset up, butinthis case, both correspond to a single structural type. A nominal phrase
complex and an adverbial phrase complex are also established, in the former of which
three structural typesare recognised.

Atword rank,
classes; the particle class consists catirely of words functioning as syntactic markers.
‘Within the nominal word class, nine subclasses are established, four being further sub-
divided. Two subclasses are further described in terms of one struetural type. Of the nine
subclasses, only one (the Noun) is of open membership. Within the verbal word class,
three subclasses are established, one being further subdivided into three sub-subclasses,
to each of which a scparate structural type corresponds. This subelass (the Verb) is of
open membership, while the other two are closed. Within the adverbial word class, three
sublasos are stalished, al being futher subdivided, and all o closed mermbersip.
Within the particle word class, cight blished, all of closed
None is further subdivided.

verbal iaf and particle




THE CLASSIFICATION OF VERBAL SUFFIXES IN EXPEVE

At stem rank, which is relevant orly in the structure of the verbal word class, all
stems aze referable to one class and one type. A stem complex is aiso set up.

At morpheme rank, those morphemes which fanction in the structure of words of the
nominal class are termed substantive. Thrce substantive classes are recognised, none
being firther subdivided. Two are of closed membership, and the third s the Noun root
class. Those morphemes which function in the structure of words of the Verb subelass
are termed predicative, and it is upon thesc that this article is focussed., Three predicative
classes are recognised, labelled the Verb Prefix, Verb Root and Verb Suffix classes
respectively. The Verb Root class is of open membership and is not further subdivided.
The Prefix and Suffix classes are of closed hip, and h subdivided into four
subclasses. Further details as relevant sre given in the following sections.

4 THE METHOD OF ORDERING

Of the four subclasses of Prefx, one constitutes (in rotional terms) a personal prooun
set, one an infinitive marker, and iple® marker. These are of no furth

it preacnt ariele, The Faurtit subélasa I 1 cloed st of fve formal Hewes, which.are
further subdivided into two sub-subclasses. The three formal items which are artested
onlyin b belass, and th items which
may also occur in participial verb forms constitute the other. These items are listed and
glossed below.

Sub-subclass (7) Sub-subelass (i)
64~ come b4~ temporal, when
V- go Ké- not yet

Ka- police request, please
(The symbol V summarises a five-way vowel harmony system.)

T finite verb forms, up to two of these prefixes are attested to co-occur, and the known
co-occurrences are shown in the following examples, where the items under consideration
are underlined and marked off by hyythens from the rest of the word.

1. miki-a-jammh I wouldn’t have come
I-not-yet-would-come-negative

2 15-kwifé When he went and cried
he-when-went-cried

3. H-I6-kpégaliniys Please go and get for me
you-please-go-fetch-bring-for-self

4 kaBiw Please come and see
‘Please-come-see

3 The word “participle” is used here simply a5 2 convenient label. It docs nm!.‘m)ﬂ’y that the
words so Jabelled i
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‘The technique used for ordering affixes is as taught in the British school (and perhaps
others) of the Summer Institute of Linguistics.4

First, the prefixes are written across the top of a squared chartin the order in which they
are identificd, and then they are written down the side of the chart in the same order.
“Then a cross is put in the row of cach prefix in the column of every prefix before which
it occurs.S When all the co-occurrences of the present examples are marked in this way,
the chart is as shown below,

K- | Bs- | W | - | B
- x
b1 B
W
a- - x
B |

Any prefix with no crosses in its column is never preceded by any other prefix, and is
therefore allotted to order 1. A 1 is put at the head of its column, and its row is deleted.
Any prefix now left with no cross in its column is allotted to order 2. A z is put at the head
of its column, and its row in turn deleted. This procedure is repeated until every prefix is
allotted to an order. With the present data, the following result is obtained.

Order x Order 2 Order 3
K- 65 Iv-
Ka- 6a-

“The above procedures must now be worked in reverse. Any prefix with no cross in its
row never precedes any other prefix, and therefore belongs o the last numbered order;
5033 is put at the end of its row, and its column is deleted. Any other prefixes now having
no crosses in their rows are allotted to arder 2. A 2 is putat the end of their rows and again
their columns are deleted. The procedure is complete when all the prefixes are accounted
for, and with the present data, the result is as follows.

Order 1 Order 2 Order 3
ki~ Bé- v-
Ka- 62-

If the results of both operations of the chart are identical, there is no further problem.
‘Where, as here, they differ, this reveals that some prefix(es) are of indcterminate order
‘membership. Any decision to allot them to one rather than another of the possible orders,
therefore, must depend on such other evidence as is available.

A

que may be found in printed form in Longacre's “Grammar Discovery Proce-
b ‘;‘? s A (Myaton 'WBenl stand that it wes developed inta the present form
by Mr and D Jobn

# For suffcs, yul a cross i of cach su -ueﬁx, in the column of every suffix after which it

technique.
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THE CLASSIFICATION ©OF VERRAL SUFFIXES IN EKPEYE

In the present case, ka- and 63- are of doubtful membership. ka- is attested only before
order 3, and therefore could belong cither to order 2 or order 1. Ba- is attested only to
follow Ka-, and therefore may belong cither to order = or order 3 if ka- der 1,

at st Delong to order 3 12 ko Delongs to OLdar a. Kb is in Fact plased In ordes s rather
than order = because it showsa complementary distribution with ka- in terms of the tenscs
ith which fhey muy coewr. 53 is placed because it has a

linked in any way with
Ba This arranmerment has the added advantage that it keeps the two members of sub-
subslase () in heaarmemritr. ka in cleatly that ible, the results of
classification by different criteria should be mutually reinforcing. and
e peen i in the of suflixes where the other evidence is
indeterminate.

The final display of the profixes in their orders, then, is as follows, with the horizontal
and diagonal lines indicating the attested co-oCeurrence sequences.

Order x Order 3
SV
sa-

This may scem an unduly means of ing a small amount of data

which could casily be analysed on the back of an envelope, bur as the following scction
Will shosy, it is an invaluable tool where the data exceeds the grasp of the mind.

hart,a point may come

when there is no column or row free of crosses. “Ihis may indicatc that there is a mistake

n the marling of the orossce on the chart, which ia anly ton likely andling large

¥ also be an i s sither tha afixes

or clse that there is genuine v 5 in the co-occurrence

1L T The Ekpeve material, all (hee of these possibiliies were

encountered at different times.

s, THE VERDA

. SUFFIXES
5. x. vEs sTRucTURE

» dofined na thos morphemes which auay function at any of the

cture, or at any peripheral place in verb structure.
is therefore oot this ition in per—

spectiv
As stated in section 3. three verb types are at up, which may conveniently be labolled

al and infinitive. The three types are distinguished on the basis of their
hich are of no concern to the present study. The peripheral

¥
cight poripheral places, and
medial and outer. The inner periphery consists of places x, = and

or



nfinitive
* periphorsl places may secur, Bt only one medial “place, and
only twe cuter places. The: features are

in which the supereceipt murmcrals
which may co-occur in each type.

the diagram bélow,
care the mumber of places within any one layer

| tnrer [ Meaiat | ouser |

Finite tyee

The reasons for distingui

will be discussed later (sec

should not acowr, but s with the swucturs of any uais,

Tength and frequency are in
inverse propo:

ems Pamccion at one of the nuclear places in verk structiire, and all ssema are deacribed
. In this type. four places arc recognised; an obligatory Core place is

Yifcared by the

on place, and it is these examples which ar

establishment of stem rank. Without them, it would be possible to analyse all suffixcs as.
functioning in the Verb at word rank, and to analyse a clusier of twe or three roots as a
morpheme complex.

5.2. VERD SUFFIX SUBCLASSES

i the Verb Swifix class, fowr subclasses ore set wp on the banis of funct
ap: laces among, those listed as possible.
Ebolare (o) T dohnes o thoe mrnors of the suffix class which may fanction at one

listed below without glosse
in section 5.5.) Tones arc shos

own only
=ymbols 1. E, A, I U and O represent vowel harmony systems which are not described in
this article.6

Subclass (a) suffixes:
-bye, -dX, -dU, -ga.

I, -1&, <11, -m&, -nU, -gwu, -pX. -pya. -pye. -sa, -J1. -y

- s,

Clask Gxo71).
o=



‘THE CLASSIFICATION OF VERBAL SUFFIXES IN EKPEYE

Subelass (b) is defined as those members of the suffix class which may function at one
of the inner peripheral places in Verb structure. It consists of seventeen formal items
which are listed below without glosses.

Subelass (8) suffixes:
-Bite, -dlga, -do, -dye, -gbede, -kata, ke, -ke[l, -kpo, -kwa, -laga, -4, -nf,
U, ~we.

s -te,

Subelass (c) is defined as those suffixes which may function at either of the medial
peripheral places in Verb structure. It consists of ten formal items, which are listed below
without glosses. Those items marked with an asterisk are identical in form with items
occurring as free words as members of the sublass of Adverbs termed Marginals. It is
possible that further data would reveal this link with the Marginals to be characteristic
of all members of suffix subclass (c). For a discussion of the classificatory significance of
this link, sce section 5.6
Subelass (c) suffixes:
~d1,-dihw®, -gede®, -gili, -gba, -gbo, -hw>*, -hwu, -hwiita®, -JI*.

Subclass (d) is defined as those suffixes which may function at one of the outer peri-
pheral places in Verb structure. Tt consists of nineteen formal items, which are listed
below without glosses.

Subelass (d) suffixes:
<a, +6¢, B¢, -de, 13, -4, -I¢, -I2, -m, -ma, -m3, -me, -ne, -nl, -0, -ya, -ye, -yo, -yani.

5:3. VERB SUFFIX TONE PATTERNS

On the basis of their tone patterns, the members of the suffix class can be divided into
three groups. This division cuts right across both the division into subclasses and the
division into orders. Since it is phonological rather than distributional in character, it is
ot taken o account in the grammatical lasieation, and its results are given the
neutral label “group”, which s not of

In two of the three tonal groups, the tone carried by the suffix varies with the tense of
the verb. In the third group, each member has a basic tone, which, with one minor excep-
tion unrelated to the tense, is invariable.

Group 1 has thirty-two members, five dissyllabic, and the rest monosyllabic. Each has
an inherent high tone, which is realised as high on monosyllables and high high on
dissyllables, Since the tense system is outside the scope of this study, details of the tense-
conditioned changes in suffixes of groups 1 and 2 arc omitted. The members of group x
are listed below, with subclass membership added where necessary to distinguish homo-
phonous suffixcs.

“Tone group 1 suffixes:

-bye, -de, -d1 (a), -d (c), -dlga, -dihws, -do, -dU, -ga, -gede, -gili, gbo, -hww, -jI (a),
J1(€), ke, kpo, -1 (a) -1aga, -IT, -ma (a), -ma (b), - (b),-nU, -)wu, -py, I, a, €U,
-We, -ya, -yi.
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Sroup = has cwetve four ai ic and eight ic. Each has an
inherent low tos h is realiscd as low on monosyllables and low low on dissyllables.
The memmbers are lineed below.

“Tone group = suffixes :
-Bete, -dye, ~gba, -gbede, ~hw>,

kata, -kefl, -lewa, ~p1, -pya, -sa, ~te.

Group 3, the i group, ha: wo ic and the rese
onosyllabic. According to their tons, iy are subdivided into four wubgroupn. as follows.
(Order membership is added whes avoid > @) consists

SF the two dissyliabic suffxes, with o S mtiern high low. namely -hwats. yon
of two sus @ high tone, namely -B£. -1&. popsl i

Subgroup (i) <o
X S OF meven maffincs with & low tone. namely e Be. -la Corder 183, -ia
oxdier ma0, s —md (order 199, -nT (order 12). Subgroup () consiste of soven suffixes
ith 2 high-to_low falling tone. namely -12. ~0. -m (order x8), -m2. -2, ~y2, -8, When
e e T D Gt s otnkr S o wrord, Al ewaeme
the Tast will have & hith tone inetouct of the high-to-low fall. This change takes place
irrespective of the tense.

5.4  VERD SUFFIX CO-OCCURRENGCE FOTENTIAL
The Verb suffix clas: (no i of sixty-two 2
Up to six of which are attested o co-oecur (somtion 3.2). The range of possible combi.
nations is therefore enormeus, and in order to state the attested sequences of co-occur-
rence, twenty-one orders are sct up. The division into orders is mutually supporting
f section 5.2. The

and mutually consistent with the division into subclasscs prescnted

ordera are shown in the accompunyins chart (p. o5)-
In this chart, ‘the orders are given ascending humbers outwards from the root. A
i shown above

single horizontal line cuta across cach order, and those suffixes

£ course on the basis of such examples

that the twenty-one orders are 3

“Those suffixes which are showi below the horizontal line cannot be conclusively
allotted to any one order on the availab! ence. The limits of their possible ordar
membership are shown by the linking lines to their left and/or right. Each suffix must
belong to an order higher in number than that of the suffix to which it is linked on the
1eft, and to an order lower in number than that of the suffix to which it is linked on the
sighit; Wherever the data’allowe; sufixes Balow the Korlicetal line ace Koked to aufikes
=bove the line. Sometimes, howover. se with -hwats and -Sihwi of order I4. ange

of possible more by their collocation with other
cutfices balow the Line (in this S90S, Tt -sede of order x3). In other caacs, a link with
other suffixes shown below the line the only i

o4
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Within thoir Imits of possible membershin, the suflixes below the line are allotied
- o wi h. £ subclass membership, or if relevant, semantics,
snry rmembers of order iy, they are semunticaily
clause, whereas the members of order 15 are semantically
Iated to this GLIGCr o thir. elamae, TRe Fertioal sanende in. wiich The: st Ko
srenngod within an oxder s nat grammarically aignificant. It was chosen mimply to afferd
linking lir
e conmrience of tha two dicisions inte ordar and sube

sues is seen in the fact

and thercfore does not pu
However, it docs present iy mass of avadable dora in a form which, though
certainly complesx, is both con:

=

&' representa a vowel with a high-to-mid (ulllx)g e DA g Amsea s TR er
and other tone marks are self-explanatory.
Group ()

5. Order x bofore Order 2

B by S-ma-mA-hwi-a inally he chopped her (head) right off
he-sphiteeve
6. Order x before Ovder =
Gli-ga-ma-hwutd-a When she drew out (fhe nail) for him

ahe drew-out-when-for—him

7. Order x before Order 2, and Order 2 bufore Order 3
wgba-pi-mAa-1£5 11 was equeezed out
it-aqueezed_ouL-itaelf-past

8. Ordex 3 before Order 4
Ggbe HIfr- -
it dur\wncaﬂmcmqmmm

o5



TEIE CLASSIFICATION OF VERDAL SUEFIXES IN EKPEYE

Order 4 before Order s
wzS_fi-TAga-ma-ya

Osder 4 before Order s
GBsbali-frwes-ee

Order 5 before Order 6

f94-15

ynu——pmfby

Order 5 before Order 6

Bu y&' Iémé-wé-tu-geds

that self go-do_with-first

Order 6 before Order 7

wyo-tu-ké-kps

he-dressed-up-finish

Order 6 before Order 7

tewa-k

ofi-thoroughly-finish

Order 7 before Order 8

wci-kwa-nf-kpS-ya

Order 7 before Order 8
amé-ké-ni-ji-le-ya-ne

Osxder 8 before Order o
M&gSya-ni-kata-6E
I-buy-bring.

Order o before Order x0
whwo-kata-kps

g-for-as-well-ther

Order xx before Order xa
Azé-d6-g

I-go- gnu\dfngﬁunfnol
Order 12 before Order x3
mM&g&-nu-gba-ji-n g
I-took-again-also

o7

(That) she attracted him very much
‘When they carried (him) out

You may pass by
“That he would go at once and use (it)

He dressed right up

He thoroughly cleared (the bush)

He completely finished the clearing for me
He has also thoroughly prepared for me
(That) I should buy and bring back for
themas well

Fe ground (them) up with the rest

It couldn’t be very beautiful

1 shall not be able to go again

1 took again next
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22.  Order 13 before Order 14
acak s-d.».u-v> 1ene In the end, he had also become very thin

23. Order 14 before Order 15

wwA-byd-ma-ma-hw3-a Finally he chopped her (head) right off

24. Order x5 before Order 16
ada-§i-a-te
it-reached-her-when

25. Order 16 before Order 17

When it reached her turn

S15-16-nF If you people go out
you-fo-out-if-group

26. Order 36 before Order 17, and Order 17 before Order
Gmé1e-6e-yi If they do (it) to me

I\&dcﬂf—-gro-u pself

27. Order 17 before Order 18
fa-ni-yd You people gave me

_group-self

you-gav

28. Order x7 before Order x8
whwua 6e-6&
they-pay-group-them

20. Order 17 before Order 18
&B&-ni-kps-12-62-ma

They pay them

“They have hatched a plot against her

30. Order 17 before Order 18, and Order 18 before Order 19
Uhws-kpS- e “They won't even finish baling it
he-bale-nut- finish-group-it-even

31, Order 18 before Order 19

UMA-Ff-E-yaon e (That) it didn’t appeal to him at all
itappeal-not-to-selfeven
32. Order 18 before Order 19
&

1 told themn next

33- & before Order 19
b R st It has also happencd to him
it-do-slso have-him

34 Order 19 before O
B LI T

der 20
e-me ¥le then went and scarched on my behalf

o8



THE CLASSIFICATION OF VERBAL SUFFIXES IN EKPEVE

35. Order 1y before Order 2o
igwe gw - Ji-né-y& Did you get hungry?
hunger seized-also-you

Order 20 before Order
né-rh-ta

Give me (some) then

37. Order 20 before Order 21

Bu ya' gbU-ma-dd-hwa-2-1a

That I can
that self kill-finish-can-at-iast-you-then

you off at last then

Group )

38 pya (Order x) before Order 3
Gaba-pya. It was broken up into tiny bits
Al el inias

30. -sa (Order 1) before Order 3
roromsal 5

a- It was all upset and spilt
ft_spill-overturn.

tsclf-past
-IT (Order 1) before Order 4
ulo-jifi-2-B€

he-went-out-to-them

C}

P

He went out to them

4s. i (Order o) before Order 4
Gefska- 1a-fi-
he»tuld-npoke-ou\

42, -dT (Order 1) before Order s
wlo-di-we-a-62

He related (the story)

They make use of it
he-us.

itaroup
43- Pt (Order ) before -te (Osder 53 before Orde
Glkpo-yi-ta-c,

o right up
he-Alled-sight-up

44- -Dwu (Order 1) before -Bete (Order 5)
Gst-pwG-Biti-hw When he stuck (the paddle) upright
he-stuck-upri ovostevvmvi B the ground
45 -DU (Ordor 1) before Order &
g&-nt-ti-h Take at last
take—ariast
45 =pys (Oxdes 1) before Order 4
aze-pyé-h

I¥e finally went to see
S

%
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47 U (Order 4) following Order =
Gda-ga-du-ma-gi
h:-f-:]l— mxde-eompl:«ly agai

48, U (Order 4) beofore -kefl (Drd-:r )
nkpu Sda-ka
he-went-in-with

Ele fell righe back

He entered with (them)

49. -Bete (Order 5) before Order 6
uwu-Bre-t He poured down

he-poured-down

so. -diga (Order 5) before Order 6
54 y&' 16wa-digaca
that self go-sesrch-around

s1. —gbede (Order 5) bfare Ondocis
GiSta-gbada-tu-k

“That he woultd go and search round

He went and laid (a fire)

52 dye (Order $) after Order 1 and befors Order
Geite-pi-chy-icw: Bhe locked GO fase
il = R

53 -kefi (Order B) before Order xo

icefi-kps-a-62 They helped him finish choppini

S4. w2 (Orders) afier Order x

ukpa-ga-ta-5i
ht-wen(AAhbut—Mgcther—kmup

55. ~-ta (Order g) before Order xq
li-th-kps-62

They were inseparable

They both finished throwing
he-ihrew-together-finish-group

56. _ma (Order ro) after Order 8

&gba-ni-ma-ya
you-not-kill-for-finish-self

$7. -ms (Order 1) bofore Order xx

Don’t kill (the child) for me

When bhe was able to finish taking (food)
h:»mok—cumple(:ly—eouldfwhen

58, sgili (Order x2) afier Order 8

They kept tclling him
hcq.:..\dvm-ohm—)um

grou;
55-7 I (Oudes =23 botors Order 4
n

He anda

h>lonlu=d-munn—oﬂm at-last
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THE CLASSIFICATION OF VERBAL SUFFIXES 1N EKPEYE

8bo (Order x2) ofter Order 8
12

Ggwa-li-n i

it-remained- mmn.,q: last-her
-gbo (Order 12) before Order 13
umu-gba-ji-ng

she-bore-o:

nly-even

P

41 (Osder 12) before Order 13
i

usi-ni-di

it-was To-continuous-also-him
(ged= cOvder x3) after Ordar 30

ame-ké ni-kpd g

.rm

-gede (Order 13) before Order 14
hw3-1a

Thw A we-

—gédd:

you-eat-suck-with-first-then

“hwuts (Order 14) after -gede (Order 13)
<

akpa-da-

a-hwars

he-entered

Brstowoen

hwuts (Order 14) before Order xs
wiaes.

vt (Covder sgYdfiar —sed‘e (Order 13)

==

e (O X3 Teetare Krcdie x6s

& kpG Gla

o i

that how he-s pmk snm:hﬂw—gmhp
-12 (Order 16) after Order 14
J-hw3-12-ma

In the end she only had (one) left

She in turn bore only (one)

He was finishing taking

He usually had (six)

At first, he prepared thoroughly for her
Just eat some with (this spoon) then
When he first entered

When she drew out (the nail) for him

In the same way, he will first call

“That when she finished dancing in that way
He should somehow eat up

That is roughly how they talk

“That he had seen at last
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73. -IE (Order 16) before Order x7
26&-ni-kps-12-62-ma “They have hatched a plot against her

74~ (Order 16) after Order 13
e Yy
it-wan-sipe-not-even-after-all
(The & in this cxmmmple is an additional vowel, not a Suffix. See scetion 5.6.)

75. -dt (Order 16) before Order 17
TSy Y e
henthrevrnot-sgaln-group

76.  -O (Order 16) after ~dihwa (Order 14)
GRwo-ma-dihw -5

It wasn't even ripe after all

They didn’t et anather throw

She dried (it) in the same way
she-dried Tikewise-past

© (Order 16) before Order 17
A

he-when-reached-past-group
78 M (Osder 27) after -12 (Order 16)

When they reached

1 have often scen
79-

That he had scen at last

B0. -m (Order 17) before Order 19
mogbu-ji-f-thon £-&

1 didn’t even catch any (fish)
T-killed -not-even-negative

-ma (Order 17) before Order 19
64 y&' wa-igh-fhwa-5-ma-n &
that self wan ted-likewis:

“That he didn’t even want
82 —ye (Order 20) afier Ordex x7
Awana-ta-6

They will snatch (it) away from us
h‘_,sc.ze,mnm“.gmupﬂ,s

-y>ni (Order 20) after Order 17
akpa-ji-le-Be-y5ni They have treated you people well
he-receive-have-group-you-people
Ciroup (#47)
84. -nI (Order 8) before -ke (Order 7)

fkakd-pya-ni-ké-gba-n

Please break (ir) well up for (me) again
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85. -kpo (Order 10) before -nI (Order 8)
udi-kpd-ni-di-ya He kept eating (it) up for himself
‘he-ate-finish-for-continuous-self
-ya (Order 18) before -nI (Order 17)

nl-ya-n} You people have a hatred for me
you-hate-for-self-group

»
-3

5.5 THE ORDERS AND THEIR MEMBERS

"This section describes the meanings of the suffixes and gives alternative forms where
these occur. The semantic characteristics of the orders themselves are discussed where
this is relevant. Suffixes are listed in the order in which they occur on the chart.

5.51 ORDERS 14

Orders 1-4 correspond with subelass (a). Members of these orders are often extremely
hard to gloss, because a lexical item in English is equivalent to a oot plus one or even
more suffixes of subelass (a) in Ekpeye. See for instance the notes on -|1 below. It does
not seem possible to attribute any semantic characteristics to the orders within this group.

Order 1
bye — Separate, detached.
g2 — No convenicnt gloss; this suffix often combines with another to equate
with an English lexical item, e.g., -ga-fi — into (transitivc)
-ga-dé — into (intransitive)

I — Inside.
-pya — Small,into picces.
sa — Witha turning motion,
41— No convenient gloss; this suffix is common with roots related to the
ideaof perception, e.g., ma-ji — know
nueji —  hear
weji — sce

It is homophonous with ~JI of order 13, but is attested to co-occur
with it, as in example 34.

da  — Noconvenientgloss.

— No convenient gloss.

. No convenient gloss; this suffix is always followed by -¢e of order 5.

— Upright, as of a spear stuck in the ground.

— No convenient gloss.

— To sce; used with verbs of motion.

Order 2
Members of this order do not co-occur with members of order 5. (Where no restric-
tions of this kind are stated, it is to be understood that none have been observed. Even
where restrictions are stated, however, it is always possible that they are accidental in
the available data.)
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-ma —  Often means “off " or “out’™. It is homophonous with -ma of order 1o,
but is attested to co-occur with it, as in example

5.
Order 3
Order 3 i= not attested to co-occur with ors 5 or 6.

-l — Reflexive. The T vowel harmony system is unique to this morpheme.
Order 4

-fT - No convenient gloss; this suffix is usually found in transitive verbs, and

may imp ansitivi
U Inside.

5.2 oupews 511
Orders 511 correspond with subclass (5)-
Order 5

“The members of this order mostly have

meanings connected with the idea of motion;
they do not co-occur with orders = or 3.
aga i

cction past.
With (insemumental).
No convenient gloas.

Togother, inte one place.
With a circular motion.
Order 6
Ordor 6 ia not atteated to co-oseur with arder 3.
U — No gloss. Very

Order 7
ke — With effort, wel
kwa — ‘Thoroughl
Order 8
-nT To, for. This ditransitivity, and is very common.
TReft — With (accompanimenty. There ia an alteinative form -Kell.
Order o

kata — In additon to something alrcady there.

~ta  — In company with, mutually.

-kpo —— TFinish, completed action. Very common.

— Completely. There is an alternative form -cama, which belongs to tone
roup =. Otherwise this suffix is homophonous wirth -ma of order =2,
but is attested to co-occur with it, as in example 5.

x04
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Order 11
«do — To be able. This suffix is much more common with those tenses which
are semantically negative.
5.53. ORDERs 12-14

Orders 1214 correspond with subelass (c). Many members of this group have some
semantic connection, albeit tenuous, with time.

Order 12
-gba — Again, more.
-gill — Often, frequently.

-gbo — Only, only once.

-l — Continuous action. This suffix occasionally has the reduplicated form
~dId1. Itis otherwise homophonous with -d1 of order 1.
Order 13
g o=

Also, again. This suffix very often co-oceurs with -né of order 19, with
the combined meaning of “in turn” or “in contrast,on the other hand”.
It is homophonous with ~|T of order 1, but i attested to co-occur with
it, as in example 34.

-gede — First, atfirst.

Order 14
hws  —  Atlast, finally.
-hwuts —  When, whenever, only, just, Very common,
~dihwy — Likewise, in the same way.
-hws  — Somehow.

554 ORDERS 15-21

Orders 15-21 correspond with subclass (d). They are mainly inflectional in meaning,
and their members are often linked with the categorics of person or tense. Orders 15,
18 and 20 are mutually exclusive; the members of all three orders denote clause objects.
In clauses with more than one object, only one may be manifested by an object suffix.
Order 15

- — Referent? person object, him, her, it. This suffix occurs only with
certain tenses, and never causes elision of the preceding vowel.

Order 16

“The members of this order are all distributionally linked with particular tenses,
though in no case are they a diagnostic feature of any tense.

7 See footnote § on Order 17.
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M = 1 whes.
+ 18 — Perfect, have.

~de — Afier all, contrary to expectation. This suffix occurs only with the
semantically negative tenses, but does not carry the negation.
O — Past time. This suffix causes the elision of the preceding vowel and the

tone it bears, unless that vowel is close (i, 4, u or §).
Order 17

The members of this order are all distributionally linked with one of the four terms
in the person systemS and thus with the subject of the clause.

-1l — Co-occurs only with the Speaker’s Group (SG) and Hearer (H) terms
in the person system. In semantic terms, this suffix makes first person
plural exclusive into inclusive, or second person singular into plural.
As an abstraction from this, it may be said to mark the group of which
the hearer is a member as subject.

-8 — Co-occurs only with the Referent (R) term in the person system. In
semantic terms, this suffix makes third person singular into plural.
-m — Oceurs obligatorily with the Speaker (Sp) term in the person system in
certain tenses.
md — Occurs obligatorily with the R term in the person system in certain
tenses when the subject is the reflexive pronoun.
Order 18
-ya — Reflexive object, self. This suffix is used only in indirect speech.
B¢ — R person group object, them.
<& — R person object, him, her, it. This suffix occurs only with certain tenscs,

but is not completely in mutually exclusive distribution with -a (order
15) with respect to tense.

-md — R person object, him, her, it. This suffix occurs with only one tense,
and in this respect is in mutually exclusive distribution with both the
preceding item -1 and -a (order 15).

Order 19
«né — Even. This suffix very often occurs with -jI of order 13, with the
combined meaning of “in turn” or “in contrast, on the other hand”.

Order 20

-me — Sp person object, me. This suffix occasionally has an alternative form
-, as in no. 3

-yo — H person object, you. This suffix may optionally coalesce with a preceding
suffix, The attcsted forms are shown below in examples 87-92.
-ye — SG person object, us.

-yani —  H person group object, you people.

¢ In his system,the four termg are abelled Speker, Hearer, Referent and Spcaker's Group,
and correspond notionally to the fist, second and third persons singular and the first_person
plural respectively of E\mnwlm oottt o g g
unywhere in Ekpeye
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Order 2x

IS Elbesiisny Shsa Thts s
xn.\ll)/ e

often occurs in sentences which are notio-
o. coalesces with -nT of order 17 in the stereotyped
recting RGwA 15 FfAnA 5, where ini1A ia realised . Acnd
Hhia sufin is homephonous with ~Th of order 18.

Examples
7. —da-ys — o7
&l yo-d-

You are at peace
hqdy eI Eaey

B8, oy,
56 ya: bu-de That T can carry you
that self carsy_can-you

89. -hwd-y& = hws-&

That 1 can kill you off at last then

9o.
It is the same for you

or.
We have shot (a pig) for you

9z. o m-t

G ya' bu-3-m. That I won’t carry you
that sclf carry -not-you
5.6, THE RELATIONSHIP OF ONDERS AND SUBCLASSES

aim of this discuss the criteria on wh

the suffix subclasses are

ajor

therefore
extension place in the first stem of a stem complex (section 5.1)- In the available data,
only four sufixes are attested in this particular function, mamely —pI, -IT, -JT and ~gU.
The occurrence of ~dU function helps both to allot it 4o one particular ordes.
and to: Litnit, \ae reanent to; whichs «
to suffixes for which it iz not = d. On the i SaG couta hdm—.g to
any order lower i number (han that of -kefl. which means any order between =
Since no other suffix for which the diagnostic subclass (@) function is attested helong.

to an order higher in number than 4, it is clearly desirable that -dU also should be

T07
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allotted to an order mot higher than 4

allot it to, say, order 5 would involve the

=

tional evidence, the very close semantic link whicl

ing root has been taken as the balancing factor. This is so eve
13. Perhaps the influence of

courrence in @ participial fe

the p of orders 5 11. Within rhis range,
most of the suffixes are arrested in participial forms, but for seven (-Bete, —gbede, —dye,
e ke, -kafi mnd ckatn) theraiani evidanae, since they do not happen o have occurred
in fini ms h arc followed by p: ples. Buc as these seven are all members of
ardors mot Hig e ta mber i 5 i Projastion SF the haractoristic sebciaa () fanos
tion to them scems very reasonabl

Within subclass (), thens ace sgaii = number of fuffixcs which are indearminace in
ana wh. o the orders where they are shown on the

Chare should be justified ws far n8 possible. The five optional members of order § must all
Belong to an order lower than 6, and all except -dTga must belong 1o an order higher than
1. As has alceady been hinted, their placement in order 5 limits the projection of the
H @ rthermore, the resultant group is fairly homogencous
etically, with & ganaral raforahce 1o Girestion, L ordar i, ckall shows @ high propos

Tiom of occurrences in ditranaitive clauses, and though unlike 01 it docs not imply ditran—
sitivity, the link is taken to be sufficiently strong to warrant common order membership.
In order g, -ta chares a similarity of both form and he .

® Parsiciples always follow  finite form of the same lexical item, repeating its suffixes up 1o
SRESTE R e orBie S S e Sl of the ariearea non-ooourrencs in PrEaCipies Of suffixes
o higher tiae
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~kata. and this was allowed to be decisive. Similarly
semantically with -kpo, wh

order to which

in order 1o, -m4 is closely ak
creas it has nothing in common with order o, the only other
might be allo
Within subclass (¢) there remaine some 8 . The three

orders 12 (-gHl 1, -gbo and ~-dT) could on the available evidence all belong to lower n\»mben:d
orders, s therrore o aateiaes (b, < d T 12 STitted o Srdes 1o sathes mian Geaes 1x Devavos
it is attested not to occur in P Sial verls farraes trere weitty @11 mrdl ~gbe cierc ie e
evidence in this respect. T'hey are allotted to order

22 rather than to a lower order partly.
to avoid projcoting to them the subclass (8) function in participles, and partly because
they are semantically more compatible with order x2 than with

. ~gede of order 13 and -hwu of order 14 could also belong to order 12 on the avail-
is lacking as to their occurrence in participles, but

since -gede shares what may tentatively be called a typical foanire S anbeinis

occurrence as a free word as a member of the Marginal subclass of Adverb:

it sccms zoasonable t allot it to ordes 13. This ales has the cffect of limiting the members

ship of -hwuts to order 14.-hwa is not attested as a free word and ind

a suffix. It is allotted to order 14 on

ced is very rare as
no stronger ground than thac it has sorne simil
of form with the other members of that order. With the exception of —hwas,
members of orders 13 and 14 are attested as free words. Since this fiunction is
PrEBARE SVt Bebth for Tho mIemIEirs OF ORGEL ¥as I rIght s Iertir Yo e It o5 &
Liasis for the eatablishment of sub-subclasses within aubelass (¢) than to project it as a
feature of the whole subclass

he division between the medial and outer peripheries in Verb atructure, and therefore
between subclusses (2) and (o) cannot ba made on such clearly functional grounds us the

divisions betwaen subclanscs () and (5, and (6) and (c). On semantic grounds, a division
in deairable between ordore 14 and 15, < the members of orders 15-21 are, with
exception of -ne of order 10, all in ©On Etoundas there

are two lines of support for a break at this peint, though neither is overwhelming in itsclf.
The firse is that it is only members of orders 13 and 14 which are known to occur as free

s suggests that a brealk after order 14 might be appropriate. The sccond Tics
n the of  so-called 1 Vowel
atteatcn Bath. o Brece

£ cortain tenses. This is
@ —de of ordec T4 (sxsmplos 74 and 75)A0d @ fallow dihws
(example S1). On the aia it 1oa bembe Hoed stk n (Section 5.5.4.) e is fairly
confidently allotted to order 16, so that any division made on the basis of the cccurrence
of the Additionsl Vowel depends on the order membership of -dihwa. Distributionally,
hwo must precede order 16, and follow gede. When gede is accepted as a member
©d in the prévious paragraph, -dihw can belong only to orders 4 or

o common with order £, but has both cccurrence as a free word and
a certain similarity of form in common with the other members of order 14. It scems
therefore that -dihwe ix most appropriately allotted to order 14, and that any break made

10 e

Pt fox e more distant members of erders 1o and 21, See further discussion below.
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on the basis of the occurrence of the Additional Vowel should come between orders 14
and 15. Cumulatively, these various arguments seem adequate support for the present
division between the medial and outer peripheries in Verb structure.

The grounds for the allocation of distributionally-indeterminate suffixes of subclass
(d) are somewhat stronger. The optional members of order 16 are all where they arc
because of their tense-linked distribution, and those of order 17 because of their person-
linked distribution. In order 2o, -ye and -yani share with the obligatory members -me
and -y the semantic role of objects. They also share this with the members of order 18,
but since all those items are connected with the R person, it seemed better to unite the
Sp, SG and H person objects in order zo.

‘Within subclass (d), it would be possible to set up sub-subclasses on various grounds,
but any such sub-subclasses would be in that they would not
consist of members of adjacent orders, and their establishment would be more compli-
cated than useful. The eriteria on which they could be based would include upward rank-
shifted function, and oceurrence s free words. If upward rank-shifted function were
taken as the basis for fusther subdivision, the members of orders 13, 18 and 20 would
constitute one sub-subclass, as manifesting an object place in_ clause structure, -Ié of
order 16 would constitut a second sub-subclass, 3 functioning 3 asyntactic marker of
the clause, and the g would third lass, as having no
upward rank-shifted function. If occurrence as a free word were taken as the basis for
further subdivision, then the members of orders 19 and 21 would constitute one sub-
subclass, and all the remaining suffixes a second sub-subelass. Again, if greater weight
were attached to the feature of oceurrence as free words, then -ne of order 19, which is
semantically incongruous in subclass (), and -Ja of order 21, which is less so, could be
made members of subclass (¢). This arrangement would again have the disadvantage of
yielding subclasses which were not composed of members of adjacent orders. Since these
various eriteria are not mutually reinforcing, no further division is in fact undertaken,
Where such relatively insignificant factors have to be balanced against each other, the
point has been reached in the cline of delicacy where decisions are becoming arbitrary,
and depend as much on the predilections of the analyst s on the evidence of the data,
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