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YORUBA ADJECTIVES HAVE MERGED WITE VERBS:
OR ARE TEEY JUST EMERGINGT

§. George Madugu
vmmmy o Tondan

1.0. Introdustion

The purpose of this paper is to contribute to the ongoing discussion on
the neture of the syntactic category ‘Adjective’. This will be done by exemtn-
ing how adjectival concepte are handled in Yoruba® in the light of the typolo-
glcal study of adjectives in various languages s presented in Dixon's 1977
paper, 'Where have all the adjectives gone?'

According to him, lexical Items of any given language are grouped into &
number of semantic types (cf Whort's zotion of cryptotype) such ss DIMENSION,
MOTION, OBJECT, etc, at the wiversal semantic level. Then each semamtic type
1s in turn associated with a single syntactic categoy at the basic (deep) syn-
tactic level. COLOUR, for example, 1s mssoclated with Adjsctive in English
at this level. And finally st the derivational level lexical items may, through
derivational processes, change their categorial membership. Thus, for instance,
English black, which is basically an adjective, may ocour in certain contexts
8s a verb blacken,

We ¥ill exanine the concept of adjective in Yoruba at the various levels
mentioned above. It will be shown that the differences in the categorization
of the lexical items used to express adjectival concepts depend on the seman-
tic Testures that are incorporated into the lexical items. At the derivational
level, ve suggest a historicel explanstion for certain irregularities cbserved
in conmection with a small set of lexical items. We conlude that the question
of whethez or not the Adjective 1s & universal category would receive different

ansvers, depending on verying theoretical models.

Underlying this study is simply an attempt to understand grammar.

Some clarffication is in order. Although it is conceiveble that fdeophonic

expreasions, particularly those employed to describe physical cbjects (e.g.

1 Yorua in o vesber of the e aubgroug of the Miger-Gongs folly, Sones
marked over the vowels as follows: High /“/, Low /°/, and Wid,
mcitng,



roboto "round") are en’importent source of adjectives in the language, ideopho-
nea are not considersd in this study, Similarly, mumericsl quuntifiers (e.e.
BELY ‘two'), pacudo-numerical quamtifiers (c.g. p3 "o be many'), and demonstra-
tives (such as Syf 'thia') eve not considered either.

2,0 Semantic_considerstions

The semantic conceph of an adjective is centred around perceptuslly-based
fastures that distinguish two or more members balonging to the same class from
each other, Dixon (1977:63) puts it this ways

n adjective describes some fmportant but non-criterisl property
of an cbject, That is, en adjectival deacription vill serve to
Gistingulth between tvo members of the seme species that are re-
ferred to by a single common now:.

In the illustrations of (1-6} below, we present lexical items used in
connection with aijectival concapts, These arve concerned with the semantic
typea DIMENSTON, PHYSICAL PROPERTY, COLOUR, HUMAN PROPENSITY, AGE, and VALUE,?
The items are ervanged in antomyrous pairs,’ Unless otherwise indicabed, sach
gloss is to be wnderstood a3 to include T0 BE (e.g. g = 'to be tall'),

(1) pnemsIon
o ga ot ird 611" /nign' : 'short!
b, ool : kért "oigt + toma1lt

(2) PHYSICAL PROPERTY

a. tutd : gbénd teold' : hot!
dry
b. nfasa : burdve "beautiful' (1it., to have beauty : ‘ugly’
T
o fin ‘deep! : —
(3) coLour
2. 466 ¢ funfun "black : white'
b pupa i — [ r—

2 The semantic type SPEED is left out of consideration. This is because the
lexical dtems that ere used I connection with speed are verbs modifying

other verbs, e.g. yra o 'to go quickly'.

Detatlo aboyt antoryms in such terns as contradictions (e.g. alive : dead)
contraries (e.g. rith : poor) and coivernes {e.g. taller { Shorier) aze ol
i cluded. Neither is the ldes of 'markedness' in adjectives discussed. For

decuseidne o fharkee! s Nmderked! sajoctives see e (1575 ana
Cretter (575 i



(%) HUMAN PROPENSITY

o nof B — ‘wicked' (1it., to bave vickedness : ———
(=]
v ogdn i@ 'wise : foolish'
=f ogbén "to have wisdon'
(5) ace
2. gb8 : titun/tuntun fold : new'
b, af 3gbd : ai titm 50 become old : to become new'
(=5
(6) vaws
a, adra : burd 'good : 'bad’

b, rere : bubuzd,
C-BEY [-3E3

TS 'good’ : 'baat

Tet us now make a few observations concerning the data in (1-6) (but see
&lso the Appendix). First, the greatest mumber of the descriptive lexical
items 15 found in connesticn with PEYSICAL PROPERTY, folloved by DIMENSION.
This is expected, since semantic distinctions in the quality of objects are
easily perceived in terms of their physical properties and dimensions, Second,
quite frequently, the ftems are antonymously paired, but in some cases gaps

exist, scme of which are universel by nature. Thus while black and white are

entonyms, there is no airect opposite of red. Otbers are langusge specific,
for example, fin "to be deep’ in (2c). In Yorubs the missing members are
fenerally expressed through the use of the negative particle (k)3 plus the
positive form as in k3 pupa '(it) is mot red'.

Third, in some cases a particular lexicel item may have a wide rafge of
ser es, depending on the nowss they describe, The word tutd is a good sxample

of such. Thus consider the examples of (7).

(7) a, omi néa tutd "The vater is cold',
wvater the cold
b Aso 3 tutd "Mhe clothes are wet'
clothes
c. Bwé  néd tutd "The leaves ere green/fresh'
leaves

In (7a) 1t means 'to be cold', but in (Tb) we get the meaning 'to be wet! and

1t carries the meening 'to be green/fresh’ in (Te).



Fourth, ss ladicated in the dsta, although the majority of the items in-
herextly include BE iu their semantic meke-up, some of them do mot. Further-
more, there are lastences in viich two lexical items are used (c.g. nf gwd
in {20)). We should also motice the use of the form di 'to become' in (5b).
Thege three ways - a single item vith an inherent BE, a single item wi-

thout an inhe:

ent BE and miltiple items with no inherent BE - then represent
the petterns of expressing adjectival motions in the langusge.

At the universal semsntic level, we see that just like any human languege,
Yoruba has lexical items for expressing adjectival concepts. But is 1t the
case that a1l langusges esoign such lexical Items to one and the same syatactlc
category? e know that this is not the case, Precisely, then, to what cabe-
gory are they assigned in Yoruba?® In the next scction we make an attempt to
anaver this question.

3.0 Basic syntactic considerations

Tn section 2 above ve saw that certain lexical items are grouped under
certain semantic types. The next level of organisation is that of the besic
Synbax or deep level, where in a given lenguege each semantic type nas a basic
of "uom comnection with a single part of speech” (Dizon 1977:27). In English,
for example, COLOR is normally sssociated with the Adjective, We now proceed
to consider the categorization of the semantic types mentioned in section 2
above. This will be based particularly on their function in basic sentences’
%o determine vhether they can be comnected with Adjective, which fs character-
1zed by Dizom (1977:63) as:

A set of lexical Items, distinguished on morphological and
syntactic grownds from the mniverssl classes Nown sad Verb.
Typieally, Adjective is likely not to require tense/sspect/
mood or whatever specification it 1o thet characterizes mem-
bors of e olase Verb in o glren aveusce, end 1t sy ve

or or whatover
T hat. characcerizes mowms.  An aagetive may b

Ex1ly Sepens on a movm, thia meing reatiset through posttion-
ing and/or case agreemsnt, etc.

L This question has generated a good deal of comtroversy in the gremati
studies of Yoruba (see for example, Afglayan (1972) end Avobulwi (1972)).

5 By using the ternm "hasic eentence! s have in uind o sentence with aininal
emvpmestotons wacd o Seserine . given sitmation it 80

.



Consider then the following semtences:

(8) a. Qmp nuskga "The ehild is tall'
child the is tall
b. Ooo néd a6as "The child is dark-skimed’
is black
{9) a. Omg nfd nf ewd ‘The child ie beeutiful’
has beauty

b. Qkdnrin nfd nf ogbfn 'The man is wise'
men. has wisdom
(10) a. 026 3§ gmp rere  'Olu is a good chila’
16 child good
b, Todadn g€ 316 16 'Tbadan is a large city'
city large

The constructions in (8) through (10) represent the three basic patterns (here-
after Platters) I, II, III respectively, for convenience) in which those lexical
In (8) gmo
né3 is the subject while ga and 466 occur in the predicate position. In (9)
we #ind nf ewd and nf gghtn in the predicate slot; Olu in (10a) and Iodddn in

items associsted with the motion of adjective appear in sentence

(10b) are the subjects in (10) while their respective predicates are j§ omo reve
and 3§ 316 5185, Schemstically, the structure of the predicate in the three

Patterns is as follows: :
‘QUALTTY WORD
Predicate -+ {NI/VERB » QUALITY NOUN
BE + NOUN + QUALTTY WORD

3.1 Pattern I
The syntactic categorization of the predicating form of PI kas Deen & sub-
Ject of controversy aong Yoruba gramsriens since the earliest grammstical stu~
les of the language. One school of thought has labelled such items as ga 'to
7

be tall' as predicative adjectives,’ while another regards them es a subclass

of the category Verb,8 Undoubtedly, each characterization must have been based,

o

It is Qifficult to get reve and f1d direct after Jg Without the nouns they
qualify (see further in section 3.3 below).

7 e.g. Crowther (1852), Johnson (1957) and Afglayan (1972), (see Awobuluyi
(1972) for = critique of this position.

@

e.g. Bowen (1858), Ward (1956), de Gaye and Beecroft {1959), Delane (1965),
‘Bemgboge (1966) and Awobuluyi (1967).
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4mplicitly or explicitly, on the set of criteria used. As we have seen sbove
1f Adjective 1s defined purely on the basis of semantics, then one cannot avoid
the conclusion that the predicating elements in PI are adjectives.

But in spite of their indisputeble adjectival meaning, lexical ltems such
as 2646, 'to be black', and ga 'to be tall' Aisplay verbal qualities in their
syntactic behaviour. This fact is borne out by the illustrations in (11)
through (17) below:

19 vent
11) omo néd "The child
is tall
o’
(12) Qmp néd (si) (6) } 'The ch11d has gone'
(PERF) (PROG){ga. 'The chtld is going'
"The child has started/is alresdy going'
y 1
(13) om nd &/y5 { ] "The child will
FUTURE | e [be ta11
o
(14) g8 omo nid i 'D14 the child go?’
QESTION  |gn. e the child tell?'

ig tall,

1 frent
(15) a. B§ ni, omo ndd { } Yes, the child ]
Y

19 faid not g
. B4} X5, omp néd (u)a{ } Yo, the cnild

e 1s m0t tall
(1019 going
6) omp i3 Wl mf T like the child's
otea Pleases me tallness
[soin«
[zallness]
e frore active)
(A7) Omo nad Ju  Olu {1g) 'The child is ‘than Olu
tatier

(aore active) surpess
s tall
Tven & most cursory glance over the cxamples in (11-17) above would recognize

a number of parallels between intransitive verbs such as 1o "to go' and items

1ike ga 'to be tall' (hereafter stative verbs). First, in the example of (11)

both 1p and ga function us minimel predicators without any modification or
supporting elements. EBoth qualify to be verbs, albeit of different subclasses.
Second, even though tense/aspect/modals are frequently viewed as sentential
properties, more often than not they are found localized adjacent to the cate-
gory Verb, and precisely before the main verb in SVO langusges. This is exactly

what sbtains in Yoruba as (12) and (13) illustrate. In these examples both
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1g end ga may occur following the PERFECTTY marker

(or both, as 1n (12)) or fellowing the FUTURE as in (13),

Third, in confirmation (yes/no) questions, stative as well as intransi-
tive verds (and verbs in genersl) shov identical patterning, Thus in the in~
terrogative sentences of (14) and the alternative reeponses of (15a,b), all of
which involve 1o and ga, the structures are idemtical.d

Fourth, the derivational properties of -stative verbs are indistinguisheble
from those of other verbs: sh overvhelning majority of them are nominalized
via partial reduplicstion as 1p = 1ilp, g =g show in (16),20

Fifth, both stative and mon-stative verbs have an idemtical comperative
construction as shown in the examples of (17],

Judglug from these parallel properties of both stative and mon-stative
verts,’we have ample evidence to support the categorization of such elements
a5 ga as stative verbs, even though they express adjectival meaning,

3.2 pattern IT

Turning now to the examples of (9) (reproduced here for converience) we

find the pattern rather interesting.

(9) e gmp nddnf eud "The child is beautiful'
child the bas Deauty

b okanm. néd nf ogvbn "The man is wise'
the has wisdom

The structure of (9) 1s NP nf N (NP AVE N) shere N is o quality of the I,

and oceurs in the predicate position, but preceded by HAVE.'L Tn other words,

9 1o an , behave aifferently in information questions, As
Tanghose (1970 haa” oo shexens ACNION vorbs. sueh oo 1o.sre

y the use of KI ...ge &s in Kini qmp nia se? 'What did the child do
Siative veros ave Giastioned in tho forn Bevo ... o e in Bbwo o1 omp AR

"How does the child lock/seem?"

10 Ses Eufore's (1972) paer vhers he cbserves that 'this formative principle
vhich in Yoruba appears to De peculiar to the verb, and which, therefore,
can often be used o3 a touchstone for this class of items' (p.62), A few
sxcoptions of Verbs which do not refuplicste, hovever, exist, e.g., uh

exist’, fik§? 'what about?' and 83 'where is?'

TL A fov other vervs ocour 4n the position of.nf; Ooe of then s O Mo be-
come' as in Okinrin né3 di Sgod. 'The men beceme old'. This of couree
"The man 1

Gnvalves process. Amother 14 e as In kinrie nEd ve . L
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the nown in the predicate position is a quality possessed by the NP in the
subject position,

The sentence in (9b) can be expressed in at least two other ways as in
‘the following sentences:

(18) a. vmmxn néd gbln "The man is wise'
the s wise

b. Qkdorin nid 3§ qlhbin "l’he man is a wise person'
BE & wise perso

The sentences (9b, 18a,b) are content-wise synomymous in the lcose sense of the
term. The form of (18a) is that of Pattern I, where gbgn, having BE as part of
its semantic content, requires no BE in the structure or any other kind of verb.
The word ggbén 'wisdom' in (9b) is presumably dérived from zbén. Having lost
the inherent BE it now requires FAVE before it in that structure. Then the
word glogbon one who possesses wisdon', & compound derived.nows, has also lost
the inherent BE of ghon, end so must have & verb form along with it. This time
Je, which is a kind of equative BE, is chosen, thus conveying the meaning the
nown-phrase (subject) = the nown in the predicate phrase. A choice of HAVE
would be inappropriate in this structure.1?

A very i fact is that selectional

obtain between
the WP subject and any form thet occurs in the predicative position, be it a
stative verb, & noun across HAVE, or & noun across BE, Thus the following

sentences are because selectional i

Been violateat3
(29) a. *Igi néa gvgn *'The tree is wise'

b. *Igi néd nf_gbfn *'The tree has wisdom'

. *Iginéd 3% olgebn *'The tree is a wise person’

One other festure of P II is the fact that it can be used in comparative
12 Sentences such as Qklnrin nfd nf Q1¢gbén nf §ré 'The man has a wis
s a frien

a' is possible, but the meaning is different from that or (18»)
The second nf in this example is a particle and not the same nf 't

"

Givﬁn (1970:284) hes made o similar cbservakion in respect of adjectives
Eglish, Accordiag to hin 'ihat is periiculerly revealing ... 1o th

close parsilel vetveen mowm-nou across

pestelctions seruew 5 Can fuls (a) The table has g;'eac i e e et

is large. (b) *The grest size has e table
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constructions, but the BE Noun type cannot, so that (20) below is acceptable,
though (21) 1s not:
(20) ‘Gmy néi nf qgbén Ju 016 (1)

child the has wisdon surpase Olu

"The child 1s wiser than Olu'

(21) 'mnm nE2 J§ l8ahfn S Olu (1,.7)
'The men is a wiser person than Ol:

In P II then we have seen that the structure of the predicate phrase in-
volving adjectival expressions depends on the available léxical item in the
language - primitive or derived.
3.3 Patters TIT

In Yorubs gramars, such lexical items as rere 'good’ and f1§ 'large'

found 1n the sentencés of (10) (brought forward here for ease of reference)

are called adjectives

(10) o 016 g8 omp rere ‘01u 15 & good chila’
114 good

Tvaadn 3¢ NG 14 "Tbadan is a large city'
is city large

These forms are perhaps best regarded as attributive adjectives, for even in
the predicate position they hardly occur independently of the mowns they qua-
1ify. Ve therefore do not have
(22) -a. *016 3§ rere 'Olu is good'

b, *Ivaain J§ #14 'Toadan is large’

Another restriction of such adjectives s that, unlike the forms of PI
and PII, they are not possible in comparative constructions, hence the wnacce-
pable status of the sentences of (23) airectly below:

(23) a. %016 3§ gmo rere JA A% (lo)

is child. good surpe:
*'0lu is a better child than Ade'

b, eivasan 3§ 116 616 g ove (10)
15 city large surpass
?'Tbaden is a larger city then Oyo'
Comparability then seems to be a festure of certaln subtypes of Verb rather
than of Adjective. Thus a structure like (2h) containing a stative verd §8bi
"£o be big' would be used instead of (23b).

(24) Ivaddn t8bi ju Qv (19)  'Tbadan is larger than Oyo'



A note about the vord p3tdkl 'to be important' is in order, Like rere-
and 18 it cccurs after BE (J¢) as in

(25) 6 36 nikan patax? 'Haucation is an importent thing'
education is thing important o

In addition we also have

(26) g e pataxt "Education 1s important'
BE

vhich can be used in comparstive constructions as in
(27) 3§ ge pitik! ju owd (19)*  'Baucation is more important tHan money'
The word ge is another form of BE in the language, but differs from 26 in that
it 1s used in connection with temporary rather than permanent situations.
Rowland (1969:152) explains the aifference as follows:

+vv 3§ 1s used when e are thinking of natural, imborn

manet characteristics while go 1a nsed ¥ith wiat 1a aceidental,

acquired or tempor
To support this, he cites. the folloving examples, emong others:
(28) &, 3§ gkdnrin  'He (i.c. a child) is male, boy'

b, 6 ge qkidurin  'He is manly, brave' (i.e. be acts as a male)
We can see then that forms cceurring after J§ in the predicate phrase must de-
mote festures of NP subjects which are of a permanent mature, This is perhaps
way they do not admit comparative constructions.
3.4 Summary of Pattern I-TIT
In sumary, ve have seen that adjectival concepts in Yoruva are, in generel,

categorized as stative verbs and occasionally, as nouns end adjectives. These
three patterns in fact illustrate some universal tendencies regarding how adjec-
+tivpl notions are categorized in different langusges. In some languages they
ere principally nouns, in others, verbs, and in others still they may be adjec-
tives., (A mixed system within one languege is, of course, possible.) This fact
of diversity has been sbundantly sttested. Dixon (1977:20) reports that

Some adjective-deficient languages express all adjectival con-
cepts through intransitive verbs (as in the case of Chinese),

1k There is also a use of pdtdkl as an active verb (adjective ?) in radio
advertisenent, e.g. Patakl ara re 'Beimportant' (Lit., meke yourself
rtant), =
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others express some through nouns and some through verbs
(for exanple, Eausa), and cthers invoke Turther means
(Cninook renders adjectival concepts through the major
classes Noun and Verb and the minor class Particle.

(See Givén (1970:836) and Welmers (1973) for similar reports.)

But ¥hy 1s this variety poesible? There is no simple answer to the
question. We would, nowever, like to point out that the predicate phrese is
the crucial point in the study of edjectival systems. Universally, every lan-
gusge has the means of supplying lexical items in the predicate position. Then
the syntactic categorization of such elements would depend on the sementic
features thst are incorporated into sach of them. Stative verbs in Yorube pro-
vide a good example of this. Because they are inheremtly C+ BEJ as far as
their semantic meke up is concerned, they need no other BE, or any other form
of verb, along vith them in basic eyntactic structures. In English 1t is the
other vay round.

4.0 Derived sdjectives

In addition to their occurrence in their basie form in the surface struc-
tures, lexicel items may chaage their categorial membership from one class to
ancther via derivational processes. We have seen in section 3.1 that when
Yorubas stative verbs such as ga 'to be tell' are pertially reduplicated, they

ecome

L 1 In fact such fons can be derived adjectives
woed attrivutively as in
(29) omp gfgs  'tall child'

Avobuluyi (1967) describes how phrases like (29) are formally derived.
Two of his derivations will be examined, the first ome being (30) below (the
mumbering is mine).
(30) a. B§1& ra Jedad o Jedad pupa

bought banana RC benans red  (RC = relutive clause marker]
b, BG1E re 3a343 t1 6 pupa
R0
'Bola bougat bananas which are red'

c. BYlA ra Jgdad pupa  'Bola bought red bananas'

The structure (30a) is the underlying form; then, after the pronominalization

of the second Jg3d3 'banana', we get & relative clause structure (30b) and,
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by Geleting £1 8, we get (30c). We believe tial the derivation is essentislly
plausible, although this is not our concern here. What is of interest is the
fact that pupa 'to be red’ fails to be reduplicated (as we have cleimed It
should). We return to this in section h.2.

The second example 15 the derivation of the phrese igu s{sd ‘(the) cooked
yan' fron an underlying structure
(31) fou ¥ £ BlE 82 igu

yan  RC cooked yem
Fron (31) we get igu ofsd after several rules have spplied. Ve believe that
the rules are wworkable, but again this is not cur concern here. The point
1s that the verb s3 reduplicates but pupe does not. Awobuluyl correctly obser-
ves that 58 but not pupa is marked in the lexicon as capable of reduplication.
Before ve examine this, we would like to draw sttention to the fact that verbs
such as 53 are not stative by nature.

icipials and derived adjectives

Tt s correct that one meaning of sfsd in igu sfsd 'the cooked yan' is
qualificative in the sense that it makes a distinction between a cooked yem
508 possibly a raw or 2 roasted plece of yam. But this is & participial mean-
ing. The cbject has now acquired a new quallty es & result of cooking, Basi-
cally, then s2 is not & stative verb. The Qifferences are:

First, e stative verb occurs with only one NP in & basic sentence; that
is, 1ike intransitive verbs, it takes no object. In a minimal sentence, verbs
1ike 58 require two NPs, since they sre transitive verbs.

Second, stative verbs kave an inherext festure CEE], non-statives, of
which 52 is & member, do not have the feature.

Third, and finally, vhen stetive verbs are reduplicated and used attribu-
tively, they have the qualificstive meaning only. But participiel phrases like
igu s1s? have at least one other meantng, prectsely that of action momizaliza-
tion, as the example of (32) shows.

(32) Tgu sfsd ro wa 1836
"Yan cooking is painsteking to us'

We see from the differences outlined cbove that @ distinction must be drawm
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between verbs like 52 =ad stative ones.

derived sdjectives: they are participials,
%2 Irregularities

As we pointed out in section (4.0), the fact tnat stative verbs such as
pups do not reduplicate calls for an explanation. We now consider such forms
as i (32) below.

(33)

2 3 c
Verbal form Adjective form Expected form
() "o be good'  ahra dfratire afaira
(®) 'short! kfrG Xbkurd kfkbrd
(e} Thad'  burh biour/burtk  blbure
(a) ‘omall'  kéré Kékeré ixéré
(e) teold'  twd ey Stutu
(£} ‘mew!  futw/titw  Sitw Etuntn
(e) Irea pupe pupa pipupa
(n} ‘black'  dfat atat. afafia
(i) ‘white' funfun funfun
(1) ‘thin' tfnrtn tfnrfn tintfnrin

In the above list, the forns wnder (338) rather than thosé in (33C) are used
ac derived adjectives, We now focus attention on these. Several irregulari-
ties should be moticed. First, (33a) is a case of a complete reduplication of

the besic form ghra. Seccnd, in (330-1), some kind of vowel harmonization in

Tespect of the expected forns in (33C) seems to have been effected (e.g. 1§
in b, o, and £+ & in @).15 Third, & tonal cnange has taken place in (33e),
tutd + 4650, Fourth, some kind of contraction of the expected forn has teken
place in (33f). This is coupled with some tonal change, or perhaps it is just
the case of using the basic form and not the reduplicative. Fifth, the derived
forms in (33g-)) are identical with their non-derived ones. Wiat accownts for

these irregularities?

Concerning (332) I suspect thet diradra is an adverb frequently used as
a derived adjective. Thus in (3Ua) below, it functions as en sdverb, but as

an sdjective in (3ub).

15 biburd and burGkG both mean 'bad'. Bur@ké seems to be associated with
A follovizg sxamples sre from Fagua's novel
ﬁhxm ninG IghS Elégbeje. (1) Franke Biburf k 4 yi
"Thare wna s bada sntoel o this city! (1) N Lérdel ret afpa vsd
burfi +£ m ko 'T began to think sbout my bad stusbling' Cvhich i3 a
special stumbling with a fixed meaningl.
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(34) o, Won slge  won  dfradfra  'hey 41d thefr work well'
+ they did work their well

b A ae ile daradara kan 'We arrived at a good house'
We arrived house good  one

Conceivably, one may explain the derived forms in (33b-d) by postwleting

et they have in fact undergone the process of reduplicatioz, but in addition
o thet their vowels heve been harmonized. One may cite the example of pd 'to
be many' whose reduplicative forn pfpd alternates with pipd to stpport this.

Turning tiow to (33¢), the tonel change may be regerded &s e minor imnova-
tion, 4s o metter of fact, the change does nof occur in some variety of
Igbomina, Thus, whereas in Standard Yoruva we get (35a), in Igbomina (35b)
obtains,

(35) &, omi thtd "cold water'
vater cold

by om tusd *eold water®
As for (33f) it may be regarded es & form of contraction of the expected
reduplicative, coupled with & mizor tonel sdfustment. And for (33g-3) one may

sinply view ther

as forms requiring no reduplication as they are already in
some kind of reduplicative shape.

While these possible explanetions cannot be ruled out completely, they
hardly touch the resl problem, The question 1s, Wy ere these irregularities
peculiar to those lexicel items which are concerned with the semamtic types
COLOUR, DIMENSION, PHYSICAL FROPERTY and VALUE?

The clue to this ansver lies in the fact that there is a wiversal tendency
for these semantic types to be categorized as sdjectives. That is, if the major
category Adjective occurs in any language at all, its core membership would be
drewn from the semantic types COLOUR, DIMENSION, PHYSICAL PROPERTY and VALUE.

In Dixon's (1977) survey of twenty languages or so, he discovered that
Tengusges that have a limited class of adjectivés show
considetable similarity in the concepts that are expressed
through adfectives. For instance, in the case of Igbo (from
the Kwa subgroup of the Niger-Congo family) formal criteria
support tue recognition of an adjective class with just eight

menbers.

These eigst meabers are: 'lavge', 'swall', 'mew', 'old’, "black/Gark', 'white/



light!, 'good, and 'bed’. Heusa is also repcrted to have & small closed
adjective class with about twelve mesbers, namely, 'big', 'small’, 'long’,
‘short’, 'fresh’, 'raw', 'mew', 'old’, 'black', 'wiite', 'red', and 'bea’,l6
We can see quite clearly that the irregular forms in Yoruba fall within this
small clase of adjectives,

These irregularities in fact indicate quite stromgly that Yoruba had e
few adjectives et some stage, We propose then that the forms in (338) were
tistorically adjectives along with rere 'good' and f1§ 'lavge’. Then they
. Synch-

merged with verbs (but rere and filé did not, hence they are 'relics'
ronically, they perfectly reduplicate just like other verbs (see therefore
(33€)), Motice then that when occasions demand their use as derived adjectives,

they simply revert-to their erstwhile adjectival forms rather than using the

reduplicatives, which are pore compler, For, es Lipka (1971:213) remacks, 'If
the language has a choice between & simple and a derived lexical item, the
stmple item seems té be preferred when a more complex construction is formed,'

But the reduplicatives in (33C) are used as gerundive nominalizations,
Thus in the example of (36) below the reduplicated but not the adjectival form
is appropriate:’T
(36) Fitunfun ( fwnfun) t€ £ uf

whiteness ( vhite) that clothes the are ey plen:ed me

'T like the vhitenees of the clothes'
5.0° Concluding observations

Our study of adjectival concepts in Yorube has shown vhy the syntactic

tegory Adjective is a controversial issue. There is no doubt thet at the

16 On page 23 of his paper, Dixon provides a table showing the distribution
of the ocourrence of these adjectives in 20 languages. This is reproduced

here,
"large! occurred in 20 languages 'good' % in 13
Ysmall' in 19 "bad'  in 1h
'long' in 14 in 13
‘short' in 15 1n J’A
‘new' in 15 'red’
tola'  in1b ‘rav/green/umripe!  in 7

17 One must be careful to mention that an alte
rostive direction of historical
processes 1s possible, In this case, ome would stipulate that adjectives
are just emerging and that the forms in (33B) constitute Lnu mry.ﬁ‘ class,
That 16, the verb forns in (334) are changing to adjective: e forns
Zere end I would then be seen ag (sdvanced) dncovatiors sather fhan relics,



universal semantic level, Yorubs, Just like eny other langusge, possesses
lexical items through which adjectival notions are expressed. At the basic
(deep) syntactic level, howsver, such lexical items ave lergely categorized
a5 stative verbe, and at the derivationsl level, derived adjectives are fownd
and used sttrfbutively. At this level the marks of historfcal processes sre
otservavle.

Can it be said that Yorubs has the major class Adjective? Any answer to
this question vould depend on one's theoretical framework of grammstical des-
scription. A model which hos the semantic or the derivational level as its

bese will certainly come to a conclusion that adjectives are found fn Yorub

If on the other hand the basic syntactic level is regarded as the base, then
the conclusion is that there is no clearly defized major class Adjective in
the langusge.
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APPENDIX

o Jaxionl stems med for exprossing adjectival motians, o met casse
include BE, Forms without BE in their meaning are merked
e Tiak Sa mok cabmartton

A DIMENSTON
1, g : K *short !
2. 7 5
3. sanra : tforfn : 'thid, lean'
bo t8bi @ XEré "big/lerge : small
+f1  skekere
5. & X a1l ‘short !

*tender"
"sour, bitter!

Tho onf gud + burgvd  "bemubifwl! : 'ugly'

'vhite!

D vEDDR

+ rére
+ burfiet
+ biiburl
2. pataki : *mportant'

E. FUMAN PROPENSITY F. AGE

1. tuntun : gbo. 'mew! : 'ola’
gy

+ i actignh




