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It 1s a common feature of most natural languiges that a definite nown
Parase of animate or inantmste reference is optionally replaceable by the 3rd
person pronoun, singular or plurel, when the definite nown phrase functions as
subject, object or indirect object.

This paper is restricted to a description of the phenomenon of promomi-
nalization of a definite inenimste soun phrese in object position in a simple
transitive cleuse as it operates in some Ghanaian languages (i.c. Ngema, Akan,
Ga, Dangne, and Eve) of the Kva sub-family known to the author.

In many languages of the Kva sub-family, & definite animate noun phrase

object is normally Tous by the

of the optional
rule of Pronominalization, the Nzema transitive clsuse (1a) below imvolving
the verb stem mmu 'to see, £ind' becomes (1b):

(1) 8. Kofi enwu renys
Kofi has seen the man

v, Xori
Kofi has seen hin

On the other hand, a definite inanimate noun phrase object may be prono-
ninalized after some verbs but rot after others, In the illustrative pairs of

transitive clauses (2-3) below, there is one and the seme insnimste noun phrese

object, ezukos ne 'the money', but two aifferent verb stems, minli 'to lose'

and gie "to receive'

(2) a. Kofi eminli czukoa ne
Ko

(3) e Kofi elic ezukos ne
Kofi has received the momey
b. Kofi

e
Kof hes received it
In the sbove examples, (1) after the optional spplication of the rule of

prononinalization, ye '1t' in (2b) substitutes for the definite inenimate
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object noun phrase ezukos ne 'the money' in (2a); but (ii) the same nominel
object occurring in (3a) after the verb &ic 'to receive' is either not prowo-
minalized or is replaced by zero promomizal object in (3b).

It should be mentioned that clauses such as (3b) above, vhich are relata—-
Ble %o & corresponding transitive clause like (3a), are not regarded as istrane
sitive in comparison with their English translation equivalents which are clear-
1y transitive.

And on the evidence of perception, such clauses es (3b), in which the 3rd
person pronoun cbject has been deleted, are characterised by a stronger glottal
stop in pre-pause position then in corresponding cleuses with either a nominal
object as in (3a) or a pronominal object as in (2b) in clause-final position.

The presence or absence of the 3rd person pronoun object in swrface struc~
ture is accounted for by two transformational rules:

(1) the optional rule of Pronominalizetion which applies to

substitute the 3rd person pronoun for a definite noun phrase
object; and

(II) the obligatory rule which applies, in the case of a defipite

inenizate noun phrase cbject, to delste the resultant 3rd person
pronown object occurring after members of a certain sub-class
of transtitive verbs.
Ve shall refer to the obligatory rule, which is ordered after the rule of
Pronominelization, as the 3rd Person Pronoun Object Deletion rule.

Thus with sentences (2-3) above, the optional rule of Pronominalization

applies to (2a):

(2) a. Kofi eminli ezukos ne
Kofi hes lost the money

to yied (zb):

(2) b, Kofi eminli ye
' Xofi has lost it

The operation of the obligatory Deletion rule on (2b) is, however, blocked,

and sentence (2¢) below is ungrameatical:
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(2) co *Kofi eminli ¢
Kofi has lost it

Ve shall refer to veros such as minl 'to lose', which belong to the suo-class
of transitive verbs after which the inaluste 3rd person pronoun cbject is re-
tedned, as tradsitive verbs vhich fayour retention and positively specify them
8s [+ PRONOMD,

On the other hand, the rule of

mominelizetion optionally applied to &
string such'as (3a):

(3) a. Kofi clie ezukos ne
Kofi has received the money

o yield the intermédiate string:

(3) e.  Kofi elie ye
Kofi has received it

on which the Deletion rule operates to yield the terminel string:

(3) 4. Kofi elie ¢
Kofi has received if,

By way of éontrast, we shall refer to verbs such as &e to recelve’ vhich be-
long to the submclass of transitive verbs after which'the imenimste 3rd person
pronoun object is deleted as transitive verbs which favour deletion and nega-
tively specify them as [~ PRONOMI. |

One of the syntactic conditions for the operation of the 3rd Person Pro-
soun Object Doletion rule is that the 3rd person pronoun object imediately

following 185 verb must be inel. Thus the rule ope-

rates on a string such as (ba) below involving the verd stem kpomgbe 'to sew':

) e ort iponghe sstatee ze
1 bas sewn the Gress.

to produce the intermediate string:

() v, ‘Kofi ekpcmgb‘ ¥e
own Tt

in which the 3rd person pronoun object ye 'it!, like its corresponding mominal
object telader ne 'he dress' in (Ma), is cleuse-final. The Deletion rule then
operates on (Ib) to produce the terminal string:

(4) e, Xofi ckpomebe
Kofl has sewn 1t

n the cther hand, with strings such as:
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(5) &, ¥ofi kponmgba teladce ne kenlema
Xofi has sewn the dress nicely

in which the nominal object teladec ne 'the dress’ is followed by a menner

adverbial kenlems 'sicely’, the Pronominalization rule applies to yield:

(5) b. Kori ckpomgbe ye kenlema
Kofi has sewn it nicely

but the application of the Deletion rule is blocked because the 3rd person pro-
nown abject, 1ike the definite inenimste nown phrese object if substitutes for,
1 not clsuse-final, and a string such as (5c) below 1o ungranmsticel:

(5) eo "Koﬂ ckpongba ¢ kenlema
i has sewn nicely

In respect of the feature of the 3rd person promoun object retention or
deletion, two main submclasses A and B may be set up anong verb stems which
may, in & transitive clause, teke & definite inanimate nominel object.
Sub-Class 4 consists of transitive verbs which favour the retenticn of the 3rd
person pronoun objéct (substituting for the definite inanimate nominal object)
and are specified ag C+PRONOMI.

Sub-Clags B, on the other hand, consists of those tramsitive verbs which favour
the deletion of the 3rd person pronoun object end are specified as C- PRONOMI.

Sub-Class

PRONOM) Transitive Verbs
Two sub-sets (I and II) mey be distinguished among transitive verbs of

Sub-Class A.

Sub-set A. T consists of transitive verbs waich only take en inemimate nominel

object and favour the retention of the 3rd person promoun cbject which replaces

‘the nominal cbject.

Sub-set A II, on the other hand, consists of transitive verbs which can ke

either an inenimate nominal cbject and favour the retention of its corresponding

3rd person pronoun object or en animate nominal object which, as a rule, is pro-

nominalizable, Taking the verb stem seke 'to spoil, destroy' as an example of

Sub-get A,II transitive verbs, ve may employ it with en Inentmete cbject:
(6) e Knﬁ ezeke gkponl
Kott has spoiied gis tedle
B. Koft ezex
Kofi has spotled it




end vith en gnimate object:

1) & xan gacke o 2 rasle ne
s spoiled his daughter

b, Fofi czcke ye
Kofi has spolled her

Thus with verbs of Sub-set A.II, & trensitive cleuse involying the 3rd person

pronoun cbject ye "him, her, t' as in (60) and (7o) may, in isclation at lesst,

be two-vays exbiguous as between en insnimste (6b) or an animste (7o) reference
to the pronominal cbject, Transitive verbs of Sub-set A,IT camnot, therefore,
serve to distinguish betveen animate and inaninate nowss in the langusge,

In the 1ists of verbs supplied below, members of each sub-set are further
sub~divided in respect of a combinstion of syntactic and semantic festures,
Sub-set A, It Members of this sub-set include:

(Ia) Ergative verbs of change of state

1, Bo b breax! 9. fiti  'to make a hole in'
2, bu o break' 10, tulu  'to untie, loosen'
3, te Tt tear! 11, kolo  'to melt'
by sus  'to tear! 12, solo  ‘'to we fade (of cloth)’
5. wie  'to finish' 3. o 'to der
6, nu(a) 'to extinguish' 1b, temda to me tangled (of thread)*
T. Xpoto 'to make middy 15, pimgsi 'to crease’
(of water)*

8, kpuke 'to burst'

(Ib) Ergative verbs of change of state with intransitive use
16, tenre 'to strat
Ol S e ga—
18, kyea 'to bend, Gilt'
(Te) Ergative verbs of change of position
19, tu "o remsve'
20, butu 'to overturn'
21, gyinla 'to stop!
22, miull 'to lose'
Sub-set A, II:Members of this sub-set include:

(ITa) Ergetiveé verbs of change of state

Lomas o gpent, destrey!
2, yela o burn,
3, doa Beiastns

(Id) Activity verbs of transitional events

. ye *to bind, catch!
5. tome ‘o geld?
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(ITe) Yerbs of perception which msy take a ke 'that! ~clause

6. ze %o know!
To mw %o see, find'

Subclass B: [- PRONOM] Transitive Verbs

45 in the case of Sub-class A tramsitive verbs, two sub-sets I end II
way be set up emong verbs of Suo-class B,

Sub-set B.T consists of transitive verbs which only teke an lnsnimate

nominal object and favour the deletion of the 3rd person pronoun object which
substitites for the mominel cbject,
Sub-set B.IT, on the other hand, comsists of tremsitive verbs which can

take either an

aninate nominal cbject and fevour the dsletion of its corres-

ponding 3rd person pronoun object or an gnimste nominel object which is mormally
‘pronominelizable, s
Transitive verbs of Sub-set B.TI, unlike mombers of Sub-set A,IT, serve

to distinguish animate from

nete nouns, Thus with the verd stem kekye
"o swemenber!, we shall find, with en snimte object:

(8) a. Yott kabys senje g
i remembers the man

b, Kofl kskye
Kofi vemembers

but vith an inenimste object:

(9) e. Kofi kalye nwore ne
Kofi remenibera the story

b Kofi kekye ¢
Foti remembers it

Merhers of the submset includes:

@a) 1. "to weed! 10. kpslo  ‘to bresk ope
(of groundmits)"
2, @ Tto weed' 11. so ‘to solder'
3 pe *4o pownd! 20 kpo "o vash (clothes)!
bt *to pound 13 kpuie 't vash wp'
50t €0 grina’ 10 kpomgbe  'to sew'
6 140 cook! 150 wude 'to blow!
T. tondo 'to toast' 16, twe "to gnaw'
8. sinzi to yeel' 17. kposa Tto chew'

Sorn oft cob!
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(Iv) Activity verbs of communication

kpulu  "to spew out'
wola "to pour’

tafe "to lick!

rele to ary'

fule "to collect’
senza "to change (money,

clothes)'

used

18, kele "o write!
19. kenga  'to resd
20, "o eay’
(Te) Activiwy verds of transttfonal events
21, no *to artok! 28,
22, fe "to struggle for' 29,
23, rende  'to scatter' 3.
2k, kponde  ‘'to scatter' .
25, dus "to sow' .
2. fa Tto teke' 3.
2T, nu *to buy on credit!
(1) Activity verbs of durational events
34, fe 'to bale out water
35. fu 'to dig (hole)!
36, sa to hang (rope)'
3. e *to parcel out'
38, nye 'to cut down'
3. tolo o descend"
L0, tie "to listen'
(Te) Activity verbe of adornment which may be
41, soa  'to wear (or carry) Lk,
on heaa'
42, keda 'to put on (cloth)' s,
¥3. kye  'to put on (velt)’ 6.
Sub-set B.II: Members of this sub-set include:

(11a)

b5 'to put on (turban)’
= 'to put on (loin clota)'
wila 'to put on (shoes)'

Verbs of inert perception or cognition which meay take a ke- 'that'
~cleus:

1. ko Ito like, love'
L kekye Tto repember!

(I1b) Activity verbs which may be used 1
3. biza Tto ask"
L, kile to show, point out’
5. die Tto receive, take'
6. sela "to syringe, take enema'

(Tle) Activity verbs of transitionsl events
T.o& to eat, fuck!
8. so to peck (at)!
9. wua Tto steal
10, kpoda *to separate, wm'
11, nea 'to look at,
12, beka Plageatciety
13 xekyi *t0 turn over'

(I1a) Activity verbs of durationsl events
1, sukoa %o learn, imitate'
15. ¥ponde  'to look for's
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We have slready indicsted that for the 3rd Person Pronoun Object Deletion
rule to apply the 3rd person pronoun object (like the nominal cbject that it
substitues for) must be {a) insnimste and (b) clause-final in a tramsitive
clause, On the basis of the above sub-classification of verbs, e can add &
third possible syntactic condftion, The sub-classification would seem to in-
aicate that, generally speaking, the 3rd person promoun object is retained
after ergative verbs, whereas it s deleted after mon-ergative {activity) verbs.
Thus a third syntectic condition for the Deletion rule to epply is that the 3rd
person pronoun cbject must occur after a verb which is not ergative,

At this Juncture, It will be in order to explain why the Deletion rule
d0es not apply in instances where the 3rd person pronoun cbject occurs after
ergative verbs; or, put differently, why ergative verbs favour the retention
of the 3rd person promoun cbject. Iyoms (1968:352) defines the term 'ergative’
in the following way: "The term that is generally employed by linguists for

‘the syntactic relstionship thab holds between (1) The stone moved and (3) John

moved the stone is 'ergative': the subject of an intransitive verb 'becomes'
ihe object of a corresponding transitive verb, and & new ergative subject is
introduced as the 'sgent' {or 'cause’) of the action referred to. This suggests
that e transitive semtence, like (3), may be derived syntactically from an in-
transitive sentence, like (1), by means of en ersative, or causative, trans-
formstion.” On the basis of this defluition, the explanation which is offered
here 1s that it 1s a characteristic property of an ergative verb, in its possi-
ble transitive use, that it is a two-place verd, requiring a subject noun
phrase, usually animate, which functions as the actor or agent responsible for
the verb action, as vell as en object zoun phrase which functions as the gosl
or the atfected’ of the action referred to. With an ergative verb used tran-
sitively, then, the 3rd person pronoun object is as required as the object

noun phrese which 1t substitutes for.

"to kindle, light',

It should be meationed thatyin Mzems, the verb stems

tukue "o open' and buke 'to open' ere the only known cases of ergative verbs
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after which the 3vd person pronoun object is deleted and not retained.

s
‘the Proncminalizgtion rule operates on (10a} below involving the ergative verb
53 "to kindle, light'

(10) a. EKofi 2o genle me
Kofi has 1It the fire

o yleld the internediate string:

(10) b, *Kofi ezo ye
Kofi nas 1t 1t

on which the Delstion rule operates to yield the terminal string:

(10) c. Kofi ez0 @
Kofi has 1it it

Similarly, (1la), involving the ergative verb buke 'to open', becomes (11b)

and (1lc) sfter the Prononinalisstion rule and the Delgtfon rule heve applied:

1) & foflyghuaraimny
Bas opened tbe aoor

b, Eofl cbake ye
Kofi hes opened it

¢4 Kofi ebuke §
Kofi has opened it

Tt would seem, then, that the delevion or retention in surface structure
of the 3rd person pronoun object of inanimate reference is & feature of the
parbicular verd stem vhich the proncminal cbject Immedietely follows in
transitive clause, and such festures of 3rd person pronown bject retention
(specified as [ PRONGMI) or deletion (specified as G- PRONOMI) should be

indicated in the

xicon a5 part of the characteristic properties of verbs
capable of occurring in o transitive clause,

Tt should be noted that the Aken equivelents so 'to kindle, light' and
bue’ "%o open' have the same property; that ie, the 3rd person promoun objcct
occurring aster them is deleved, Thus by the spplication of the Pronomine~

lization rule and the Deletion rule, (12a) involving bue 'to open' becomes

1 In Neems as well as in fkan, this verb may take oither an snimate {e.g.
Nzema: Kofi evuke renys me/Akan: Kofi abue bamyin no 'Kofi has opened
the man') or en inaniuste mominal object, ‘Tn both Tanguages, the verb
18 truly evgstive only with an inanimste nominal objects
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(12b) ana (12¢):

(12) a. Kofi abue abow no
Kofl has opened she door

b, *Kori abue no
Kofi has opened it
c. Xoft abue
Xofi has opened 1t

The phenomencn of the retention or deletion of the 3rd person pronoun
object described above with particular refarence to Nzems ocours, under the
same set of syntactic conditions, in other languages of the Kva sub-family.
0f the southern Chenaien languages of the sub-family, it occurs among the
Western (Nzema),? Central (Aken (Twi - Fante)), and Bastern (e.g. CZ) members,
Dangme and e, the other members of Eastern Ghanaian Kva, are alike in not
exhibiting the feature, Its occurrence in the Akvapim Tvi dialect of Akan vas
Dprovably first reported om by Riis (1854:55,85):

"No generally denotes the particular person spoken of, in

The reference to an insnimate thing, corresponding With
the English 1t, 1t can only express as the obect of &
seatence, and 15 then very frequently left out."

"When the object of a transitive verb is an Individual per-
son or thing, which has been mmama Just betore, 1t 1s
denoted in Fnglish merely by a pronomn, e.g. A book

o the tebia, &0 and retch L5, Phe. senk
in 0JT (1.:. i) vhen the object if a person.
ombai, ko 1 Your br

Toten By T¢ is a thing, the pronoun is generally

left out venished,
T see (i) no more OdaE o, yerebgby, 'Mhis house
1s' totng to deceyy vo BT EReEF UL S

2 L. A, Boadl (1976:3-5) observes that "when we come to consider the Western
sembers of the larger family covering Western Ghana 2nd the Eastern border
of the Ivory Coast, we find that the rule of Pron-3-Object~Del is not part
of their synchronic gremmers,” The Western members of the larger family in
Ghana include the closely-relsted languages of Nzems, , , an
Sefwi. As hao been convineingly shown, the deletion or retemtion of the 3rd
Persan pronows Sbject 1o o festure of the gramar of Nuem wnd, T should
“hink, slso of the gramers of Asanta, howln end Sefvl. Of the tvo verbs
mu *o gee’ and dle ‘to recetve!, vileh ovcur dn Boasi's lastrative i
Tences, the first favours the retention of the 3rd person pronoun objec
Vnerass the s0cond Tavours 140 deletion, vith the remeit. that his Mrem

xample (13a) mi niele esukwa ne 'I received the money' + (13b) mi nlele ye
'T received it' is ungrammatical.

66



And Christaller (1875, 196k:114), who was influenced by his fellow
missionary of the Basel Missionary Soclety, reported on the phenomenon as
follows:

"When $he object is a person or eninal that has been men‘.,iuned

Just before, it is, as in English, denoted by a

ne siky, 36iges no, Tthe sheep bas p sy -y

Bt when the aiect 1aa Tomiu , Fhe pronas 1o
unll,v omitied, E.g. %643 nfm e e
will you do vith the neﬂc Teir cook it uﬁ?—r{eu Jat"

& more accurate. description of the phenomenon in the Fante dialect of Akan was

provided by Brown (1913:60):

"The persomtl gronoun, ¥hird person, sk gty EHEELT
case, referring to inenimste things, implied, not ex-
gressed. Gye. tieke! (i4); Beteor, taraton! (16); S0 bue,
it). Obs, ‘When, however, the verb indicat_es B cbaﬂgs
in the position or condition of thé bieet, the Prono

ususTly xpressedy ouch as Dum, "to exsingilan’s TE, 'go plecs
on 1ts bostents et ‘6o overtwn's Teln, fto stralgaen’s
Epte, ‘o make crooked's salylr, o change; Sliyew or e [to
Spoil'; Muva, 'to whlten'; Biri, 'to blacken'; Pun or Kum, 'to
Mia, o dsssen b s Dareor's The,. Hio Tose's O Grine,
"6o stay or mke steady'; Sum, 'to push’, end o few others'.

Anong lenguages of the sub-fanily, & verd stem in one lenguage way have
the same property as its equivalents in the other languages in favouring the
retention or deletion of the 3rd person pronoun object, Thus, for example, the
Naema ergative verb seke "o spoil, destroy' favours the retemtion of the 3rd
person pronoun object like its equivalents in Aksn sce and in OB fite:

Neema: (13) a. Kofi ezeke eleka me
Kofi has spoiled the box

be Kofi ezeke ye
Kofi hes spoiled it

#kan:  (14) a. Kofi asee adeka no
Kofi hms spoiled the box

b. Kofi asce o
Kofi bas spoiled it

(15) 8. Kofi efite adeks l¢
Kofi hae spoiled the box

b, Kofi efite lc
Kofi hes spoiled 1t

3 I an indebted to Messrs. J. K. Amoyaw and B, M, Tetteh for the data on
o,
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Sinilerly, the Nzena ergative verb kolo '+o meit', like its equivalents

nan in Aken end

1in G&, favours retention:

Nzema: (16) a. Kofi eholo ngs ne
Kofi has melted the shes butter

. Kofi cholo ye
Kofi has melted it

Asany  (17) e, Kofj enan nku no
Kofi has melted the shiea bubter

b, Kofi snam mo
Kofi has melbed

on: (18) &, Kofi eselé mku le
Kofi has meTted the shea

. Kot esele le
Kof{ has meTted it

0n the other hand, the Nizema verb stem fua 'tb steel' and its equivalents
wia in Aken end dzy in G are alike in favouring the deletion of the 3rd person
‘pronoun object, as'in the following pairs of exemples:
Nzema: (19)'a. Kofi ewus sanvé ne
Kofi has stolen the key

. ‘Kol cwua,
Korl has stolen 1t

aken: (20 8. Kofi awla safec mo
Kofi has stolen the key

by Koti a
Kofi has stolen it

ot (21) 2. Kofi edzu senfle le
Kofi has stolen Ehe key

b, Kofi edzu
Kofi has stolen it

nowever, the nominal object is followed by, for example, a time

adverbial such ss Nzems anlome, Akan ndeda end GE nye 'yesterdsy', the 3rd

Person Pronoun Object Deletion rule is blocked and the pronominal object subs-
itubing for the nominal object is retained and mot deleted:

Neemss (22) a. Kori wale o
Kofi stole it wsteréay
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Akent b, Kofi wiaa! no ndeds
Kofi stole 1t yesterdsy

Gf: o, Tofidsilg nye
Kofi stole it yesterdsy
4 Aken (e.g: Fentie) orthography indicates the preserce or ebsence of the

object in a trensitive clause (end aleo of the locstive adjunct im a semi-
‘transitive clause) with particular reference to clauses in the past tense
of affirmstive polarity us well as those in the perfect tense of jegatiye

polarity. 2 which involve the different veros
dcvn) '3 fon To-2edd!, gye 'to receive! b
he seme nomingl Object dan no 'the house', the (a) examples are BartiEe

tense negative, s mominal of pronominal object is Bresegt, the voes
letter in the finel or only syllable of the verb word is
(=) tbe syllable ends in a conaenm letter as in hyew 'w \mrn
(1) a. Kofi hyzew dan no
Kot buznt the house / it

B Kofl
Kofi has tot burnt 1t
or (..) the syllsble ends in & vowel letter as in bu ‘to bresk (down)'s
(2) a. Kofi buy dan no /
" Kofi Broke tho house / 1t dova)

+ Kofi mibua no

Kofi has not broken it down
¥hen, hovever, the proncsloal hject is shesnt or Jeleted, the Yol letters
el/i (depm:lim in either case on the vowel barmony) are suffixed

(3) 2. ltnu ‘tonee ¢
s01d it

b, Kofi nntonee
(0f1 has not sold 1t
e /1 is suffixed in the case of verbs whose final or only syllable ends
in & vowel letter, for example gye 'tb receive'

(5) 2. Kofi gyee 4
Kofi received 1t

b, Xofi mngyee #
Xofi has ot received
Tt should be menticned that the transitive verb hu 'to see, find',
may be regarded as irregular, ie realized ag hun when @ nominal abjzc'. T
present:

(5) a. Kofi hun dan no
i Tound the house
B Eotd tubum den,
has not found the hous
On the cthes ana whos the proncmioal object 1s absent or deleted, the
double vowel letters ii are suffixed to the verbal form hun (i.e. in this
Snstanca, the varb beheves Like & rogular verb cuch as 't "bo selll, wuose
#inal or ouly syllsble ends in e comsonant letter):
6) e Knﬂ n
found 1t

®. Kotd nuhunii ¢
¥otl hes not found it



A3 elready mentioned, Dangne and Bve do not exhibit the feature under
exanination, and sentences like the following, which parellel (16a~b) sbove,
occur regularly in béth languages:

Dengue:” (23) sy Kori ere myem 3
Kofi has melted the shea dutter)

b, Kofi sre le
Kofi has zelted it
Bre:S (20 a, Kott lolo 1n
Kofi has melted the chea butter
by Kott lolog
Xofi has melted it
Similarly, sentences such es those below, which parallel (19a-b) above, occur
regatarly in both Dengne and Bve:
Dengne:  (25) &, Kofi dzu sikea
Kofi has stolen the money
Kofi dzu le
Kofi has stolen 1t

Bve: (26) a, Kofi £i
Kofi has stolen the money

Kozi £
Ko?i hag stolen 16

There are, however, instances in the languages exhibiting the festure
here & verb sten in one language of the sub~fanily may favour the retemtion
of the 3rd person pronoun object, whereas its equivalent in another language
may behave differently in favouring the deletion of the pronominal objects
Thus the Nzeza verb stems tone 'tb sell' and mwu 'to find' favour the retention
of the 3rd person pronown object, as the following semtences exemplify:

Nzema: (27) a, Kofi edone sua ne

Kofi has 501d the house

Kofi edone ye
Kofi has sold it

and  (28) a, Kofi enwu ganve ae
Kofi has found the gey
b, Kofi emvaye
Kofi has fomnd it
5 I am indebted to Messrs A. K. Quarcoo, E. O, Apronti end B, M, Tetteh for
the date on Dangme.

6 I em indevted to Mr. E. Y. Egblewogbe for the data on Eve,



but their Akan equivalents: ton "tb sell’ &nd by "to find’,behave differently
in favouring the deletion of their 3rd person promown cbject:

Akan: (29) e, Kor’i aton dén no
11 hae 5014 Ehe nouse

Kofi ston §
Kot bas sold 1t

and (30) &, Kofi ahu safee no
Kofi has found the key

b, Kofi abu #
Kofi has found 1t

Similarly, their OF equivalents favour the deletion of 3rd person pronoun

object, as in:

(31) m. Kofi ehS fia le
Kofi sold the house

b, Kofi enS §
Kofi has sold 1t

and (32) a, Kofi ena sanfle le
Kofi hes Toun

 The key
b. Koficna ¢
Kofi has found it 3

Concluston
Tnovgh examples have been provided to indicate that the phenomenon of the
retention or deletion of the inenimate 3rd person promoun cbject occurring in
clause-final position in o transitive clause occurs, under the same set of
syntactic conditicns, in Nzema, Akan (Twi - Fante) and G& and possibly in meny
other langusges of the Kva sub-family, Boadi (1976:9) hypothesises that "the
rule (of Pronoun-3-Object-Del) was not originally part of Akan grammar but
‘borrowed from GE by sove Akan dialects”. My own hunch is that the reteation
or deletlon of tke 3rd person promown object must have been a festure of the
gramar of Proto-Kwe which has been retained in somer present-day Kva languages,
but zot' in othere, I suggest that this feature of the retention of the promo
minal cbject, positively specified as T+ FRONOMI, or its deletion, megatively
specified as - PRONOMI, should be indicated in the lexicon of the various lan=
guages of the sub-family which exhibit it as part of the cheracteristld proper-
tles of thelr trensitive verbs, end that the criteria employed In sub-classifying
such yerbs in Nzema may besappliceble to the otber languages of the sub-family,
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