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This peper’ has & two-fold atm. The first is to {llustrate a method of
describing sentences vhich utilizes trensformstionsl statements ¥ittin a hiersr—
chical framevork. The second is to give an adequate outline of Tz1? sentences
S0 that the general system can be understood even though there is not space for
all the deteils> in this paper.
2. Basic end derived sentence-types

When sentences are cxamined, various underlying structures can be postu-
lated, These are termea sentence-types. Each sentence-type can be regarded
5 a rule which generates sentences.

Wnen sentence-types sre compared it io found that some sentence-types are
closely related o others. In such instances 1t is possidle to state the rela-

tionship between oy making & statenent’ shoving

how one sentence-type is derived from another, This reduces the number of
basic sentence-types which are needsd to generste sll possitle gramatical sen-
tences.

Thus each semtence which occurs, or can cecur, may be referred in its
structure efther

(a) dtrectly to one of the basic sentence-types, or

(b) to one of the basic sentence-types together with one of the
transfornstionsl statements.

1 This paper vas first presented at the 10th West Africa Languages Congress

2 Teda e 1 Narch 1972, It srises out of the fleld vork of Paul and
Inge Meier of the Institute of Linguistics, the Nigeria branch of the Sumer
Institute of Linguistics, and carried out in association with the University
of Ntgeria and Abradu Bello University, Zaria, This field work commenced in

has vorked with the Meiers, collavorating in the analysis of the lenguage
throughout this pericd. ¥ is verpmstbls for the form of Akis present paper.
8. Meler has supplied the Izi example

2 Izt s & Kva lenguage, closely related to Tgbo, and spoken by
ate an ' _epproximate
200,000 people to the east of Abskelfki, Aparbra State, Nigeria. e

A full phonological and grammtical deseription of Izi entitled "The
of Tzi, an Igbo language" hms been published in the Swmer Institute of Lin-
Eutatits Piblications tn Lingutetice and Moietad Fielte, Oiiahoms series.

It 1s hoped that the use of the & ! will not be misleadt
grammtical deseription is £ot modelies on the work oF Chosaby, Sutie




Conversely, these basic sentence-types, together with the trensformstionsl
stetements vhich accomnt for the derived sentences, cen generate every gramma~
tical semtence.

Within the framework of a hierarchical gramer, this method of description
can be employed to reduce the nurber of basic structurel types at each renk.
For instance, just as the number of semtence-types can be reduced, 5o can the
nuaber of clause-types. This descriptive device may also help to show the rela-
tionship between gramstical uiits perhaps mors clearly than a listing of types
can do.

Tzl sentences have been analysed in this vy, Sections 3 to 6 give en
outline of the baste senteace-types, and Section T gives the transformational
statements,

A1 sentences are described ss comprising wn obligatory nucleus end an
optional mergin, Since the margios of all sentences are similer, it makes the
description more economical to describe the mergin separately lnsteed of with
each sentence=type. For ressons of space, thls paper does not give details of
the sentence margtn.’

3. Single clause sentencest;

Many Tzt sentences consist of a single cleuse, ALl sentences of this type
are referred to ss ST 10 sentences,

Two single clause sentence-types are establisned:

ST 11 - General

ST 12 - Phrasal
3.1 ST 11 - General

These sentences consist of a class V (verbal) clause of any clause type.

ST 11 sentences are marked by one of the independent non-swbordinate aspectsd

5 It may, hovever, be of interest to add that the margin may be onc of the
following: vocative, interjectural (yes, mo, please, etc.), calling, and
eppositional (vhers sdditional information explaining and clerifying part
of the previous sentence is added)

6 Details of the verb system including the aspects are given in "Some Con-
trasting Features of the Izi Yerbel System", John Bendor-Samel and Tnge
Meler, JuAuL. 6.1, 1967, pp.30-k1.
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Exarples;”
(1) & 3ge 8zt ré She is working well. BB16L
she 15 vorking vork vel1
¥ Clause 0T 31
(2) 6 t8 Imvficeirf l¢ 3& 306 It &id not heppen there, IW28
4t not happened in place that
V Classs T 13
3.2 ST 12 - Phrasal
‘These sentences consist of a class NV (non-verbal) clause of the following
types:
CT 21 - Demonstrative
oF 22 - Purasal

OF 23 - Interjectural

Exanpleg:

(3) 306 geard That s the Otutere feest. 1061
that_Otutae fonst
WV clause C2

() & ¥ nefifes men) Yes, the one of N.M. OP182

yes one of Mwito Mbamu
W clatse CT 22

. Subordinstive sentemce-types
Sentences may consist of two clauses; one clause (termed the subordinate
clause) is in subordinative relationship to the other clause (termed the head
clause),
Several different sentence~types of this structure are set up, All such
sentences are referred to es ST 20 sentences.

The following sentence-types are established:

T ot examles ave written phonemically. Tones ere symboliset * nigh, * low,
! downstep, I upstep, In some syllsbles it will be noticed that there 1
1o tone marking; in this case thers ia elision of the vowel end of the tones
concened,  oecastonelly, £6 Vil be som that  lov tone oceurs tmedictely

1ow_tone.
ing high tone, as for instance with the merken “bf i oxample(19),
Host examples are draum from Serts from vhich an exhsushive concordance has
been made under the Linguistic Retrieval Project of the Sumer Institute of
Linguistics and the University of Oklahoma Research Institute and sponsored
by Grant GS-93k of the National Selence Foundstion, The reforences given
for some of the examples refer to this concordance.
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8T 21 ~ Conditionsl ST 25 - Purpose

ST 22 - Unmarked conditionsl ST 26 - Temporal

ST 23 = Unfulfilled conditional ST 27 ~ General Inclusive

ST 24 - Unfulfilled

This paper will deal ouly with ST 21, 22, 23, 2 and 26,

4,1 g7 21 - Conditional {temporal)

These sentences consist of two class T clauses, the second of which i
subordinate to the first, The relatlonship of the two clauses is marked by the
folloving syntagmatic festures:

&, The sequence of clauses, vhich {s fixed,

b, ‘he particle 3 which osours between the tvo cla

o7, The verb of the nead clause 1s alvays n the aspest Base B uture

* (or UB indicative).6

e,
The verb of the subordinate clause is always in either A conditional,
KB conditional or NC condltionsl aspects.

Exanples

(5) 6 818  mugehy mpubiefE €
it will do me stomach if I would eat it
V clause CT 12 V clause CT 11
Vi3 fut o3 Vi A cond

Tt vill trouble my stomach if T eat it.
(6) u6 le-ku  dyAmd 6 rva lmnf
I_wil) call hin vhen it has just reached
V clause CT 11 Velause CT
Vi3 fut = Vi A con

T will call him when it is time,
4.2 ST 22 - Unmerked conditdons)

These sentences consist of two clsss V clauses, the first of which is
subordinate to the second, The relationship of the two clauses is mavked by
the following syntagmatic features:

. The sequence of clauses, which is fixed.

b, The verd in the head clause is always found in Base AB future aspect®,
The verd in the subordinate clause is alwsys found in one of the

Tolleing aspecte: Bage & conditional; AR conaiclonals WB condi-
tional; NC conditionsl,

6

(1) & snfvd 263, uf lantd nixt
she_coored 3 slrendy pot, I will est food
¥ clause ¥ clause OT L

Sare 4 cond Vi Tase ko

If she has already cooked, I will eat.
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(8) g g, 1165308x5

hand are fogether it will eat together

Volguse OF 13 V clause OT 13

Vi Bate A cond Vi Base AP fut

If hands are equal, they will est together (Proverd)
k.3 ST 23 - Unfulfilled conditional

These sentences consist of two class V clauses, the second of which is
gramatically subordinate to the first though from the translation the first
clause eppears to be semantically subordinate to the second. The relationship
of the two clauses is merked by the following syntagmatic festures:

&, Bither the particle §3nf or the particle §bjl§ precedes the

tiead clause.

b. The particle mj precedes the subordinate clause,
c. The verb of thc head clause is in one of the following aspects:

use is in one of the dependent
aspects: Base A non-future, AB future.
s fixed, though & feature of clause

reversal occurs.
In the clause reversal form the verb previously in = dependent aspect

oceurs as & complex type 22 verb and is alvays marked by the future independent

aspect, The other clause ic unchanged. There doss mot seen to be any parti-

cular aifference in meaning essociated with the clause reversal.

Exarple:

(9) gong §  3ptu Sprt g
if  you are talking talk

¥ clawse OF 11
Vi Base B non-ut 5 Vi Base A non-fub

£ you had been talking, he would have seen you.

(10) fnd  uf efer AlbArG mG moa  Golle § mibylded

father my_vould veprosch me vepr.  if it spellt
¥ clapse OF 12 7 eleuse CT 13
V: Base A non-fut. $odle Vi Base C non-fub

My father would have reproached me if it had spoilt.

Ll gr ok

fuzitten
These sentences consist of two class V clauses, the second of Which 15
aubordinete to the first, The relationship of the two clauses is marked by the
Tolloving syrtaguatic features:
8. The sequence of the clavses, which is Tixed.
b. e particlee 9pig, 3bF or b, one of vhick always ocours Detween
the two clauses.
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e Toe verb of the bead clunse is in one of the folloving sspects:
A

. The verh oF tne sum-am-u Pravrrn: a)vwl in the mg-nve gtnrid
tional mspect, Base NB.

Doeapies:

() 6 66 tmfad 1g B, HE 6 tadas iy byt
e ot s from Fra, and mot he - e
¥ elmie oF 13 v chuse Eh
Vi Base C non-fut V1 Bnse

He 15 not from fza end he is not from Enyigba. 1081

16 yE godru Gevf 16BY, of ye GNEAG m

(12) G
e said that he killed cow two and not

He said that he killed 2 cows, &nd yet he is not better, UL30
1.5 ST 26 - Temporal

“hese semtences consist of two class V clauses, the second of which is
subordinate to the first. The relationship of the two clauses is marked by the
following syntagmatic features:
The sequence of the clauses,which is fixed.
One of the folloving conjunctions alvaye occurs between the two clauses:
o=, tinf, timAAng ‘before!
do 3s(xg), Jo BaG(rG) funzilt

odyngka e not,
e. e verb of the head clauso o in S of ih totloving aspecto
Base A mon-future, B non-future, B future, C non—future.

4. The varh of the subordinate eleise 1o atwiys 1n Base A mon-fubure or
B future aspects.

Examples:

(3)  anyf awAs§ 1€ oy Avive tim€dny A ldonéE YR
we__split ususlly yam thet splitting before one plants it
V clause 7 11 V clause GT 11
V: Base B non-fut Vi Bese AB fut

We usually split the yams before we plant them. FA 22

(%) & meayig Vie dafirG  iany? gfide  flyE
Be 81d for o onpte i) we caugt him
V clause CT ¥V clause CT 11-
T e A monotur V: Base A non-fut

e ran for a while wtil ve ceught him, C312

5. Coordinate sentences

Sentences are found with tvo class ¥ clsuses in cooordinative relationship
%o each other. Several different coordinative semtence-types are set up, ALl
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such sentences are referred to as ST 30 sentences.
The following sentence-types sre established:
ST 31 - Conjunction
ST 32 - Concomitant
ST 33 - Sensient
Tnis paper vill deal only with ST 31, the most common cooordinative sen-
tence-type.

5.1 ST 31 - Conjunction

These sentences consist of two class V clauses in e coordinative relation—

ship, The relstionship of the two clauses is merked by the following syntag-

matic features:
One of the following conjunctions alvays occurs between the two clauses:

a

xé1¢ Thecause, the reason'
§s Toecause!

g Tout!

ESAH tunle:

’l'he verts of the tvo cluuses are fn any of the non-subordinate
ase A non-future, AB future, B non-future, B future,

B
Tonrsturer

Examples:

G5) { winEd G Tawt oo
youdled | bwt we ave hare
Paoas

Ve, OF 13
V: Base Cmon-fut Vi Base SC momefut
You died, but we are hers alive. PRISS

(16) =6 €ty {xf  miphrg evdnfle § v m Andgred
L0 throu bie prisce

hrow hiz uless’ e begged e begglng
¥ clause CT 12 ¥ clause T 11
V: Base B fut Vi Base C non-fut,

T 11 put him o prison unless he will have begged re. IL
6. Serisl Sentence-types

Sentences nay consist of two or more clauses following ore snother in a
string relationship. Clauses in such & comstruction swe of types 11, 12, 13,
14 and 15. Such clause strings ave marked by the following syntagmilc features:
Toe sequence of she clauees wien 1s flxed,
The Geletion of the NFS (nominal phrase fumctloning ac cbject) of
T Chauses arver the Firee crauser
The deletion of the ¥PO (nominel phrase functioning as cbject) vhere
o eubsequent clause shares the same IO s the clause immedistely
precedizg it.
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5+ The segstive tsenstormion enty sceurs wier type U2a and kb,
2. The verts in sl the clares may be Surrixen by ore or more extensor

uadly, Tovever, only the verb of the first ouse 1o sut-
< 05t frequent ing surfizes.ave:

‘after a11'

£, Toe

of the verbs clauses oceurs in certatn aspects only and
SSEALGE NG, [huH Gasdetin Bt Sinent Ce HSRELIES AT AEaleEts
e scr-of e pon-sulordiuate sirectn
B future,

Tvo main patterns occur and are terned punctiliar and progreseive. The com-
binaticns of petterns of aspect are giver iz Table 1.

Teble in Sericl Seutence Types

Tnitial clause Final clouse | Meanirg

1. Base A non-fut | Base A mon-fut | Base A mon-fut | Actifons are successive
e AB fut
e 2 fut

or Base C ron-fut

Progressive
2. Base B non-fut | Base P ron-fut | Base B non-fut | a) Actions dome sucessi-

3. Pase B fut - Base B non-fut | Simulteneous actions in the
future.

L, Base A mon-fut | Base B zon-fut | Base B non-fut | The last two actions are

or Base C non-fut similtane:

5. Base A non-fut - Bace B non-fut | Successive actions witk the

or Base C mon-fut last action contimiz,

€. Base A non-fut | Base A non-fut | Base B mon—fut more actions (rast)

Base C non=fut Tion the Test action peat

going on.

Several aifferent serial semtence-types are set up, All such sentences are
referred to as ST kO semtences. The following serial sentence-types are estab-
1ishear

ST b1 - Main serial

ST 12 - Clause pairing
ST 43 ~ Connective serial

The presant deseription vill be lizited to ST 41% 7 L1 sentences are

& Gom asgecta of the malysta of O 12 nd U3, clause pairing mna comective
serial centence-types, ore diccusned in "Verb Clusters in Izi", JuMuAdL. Va2
{1568) pooriocinéy
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zarked by all the syntagmatic festures so far listed. There is a loose rela-
tionship between the verbs in ST Ll ané any verb ray occur in any clause in
contrast to ST 42 ana 13,

les
a1 1 et ssfE G vE 10t

Fou reach  beat snuff  put in the horn
Base A5 fut  Base A non-fut A nom-fut

You reach, best snuff, put it in the born. MALS
(18) 3 smt6 g1 ¢

She cooked yam 1s eating

Fase A non-Pw B nom-mut

She cocked yam end 1s eating 1t mow.

7. Iragsformation of semtences

Tn addttion to sentences whose structure can be referred directly to one
of tae basic sentence-types described it Sections 3 to 6, there are other sen-
tences vhose structure is described ss derived from one of these sentence-types

by meens o & transforns

2 statement, Thus a set of

erived sentence-types

ch sentence-type o giver a reference mumber in the same way as the

basic sertencewtypes. Such derived semtence-types, however, have two reference

munters, that of the derived sentence-type itself and also that of the under-
Lying oasie sentence-types
7.1 Foeus transformation by fromtsiftin

Semtences of all types may be transforned into sentences in which either
@ clause or a phrese ¥Ithin one of the clauses of the sentence ic frontshifted
and followed by the frontshifting particle “bf, bringing the frontshifted cle-
ment into cpeetal focu, Frontshifting occurs very frequently snd does mot
earry as much emphesis as the emphatic transformation, All sentences of this
type are referred to =s type 50,
T.l.1 ST 51 - Clause frontshifting sentences

In = sentence of ST 21 or ST 26, one of the clauses may be fromtshifted
and this has the effect of putting the clause Into focus, The clause is followed

by *he particle “b.



The transformation consists further of the following changes:

In ST 21 - the partfcle ¢ 1is omitted.

In ST 26 - the verb waich follows “b§ 18 always in one of the independert
espects Base B non-future, Sase B future, or Base C non-future. Any dependent

aspect of the fizst clause of ST 26 is thus Teplaced by an independent mspect

in ST 51,

el A
ir its thin‘ which

¥e_sball refuse
v u..m T 13

Base A sond

We" shall refuse if there is anything bad in it. W0

s 51

§ afr6 m.s af 235 Vag v ing “of mi“ Apddkeid
Veleuse o7 Y clause OF 13
M E V: Bese B fwt

If there is anything bad in 1t, T shall refuse it.
(20) 726

o gloyiiad  edoieg 1'¢ifegengs

I will come first before you will lesve

Vo or1s Yoo ory

V: Base Bz vt Base AB fut

I will come to you first before you leave,
8T 51
tyofng 1'0VIEGerdh “of wt® 8 leyffes

v er i3 Vol 13
V: Bace AB fut Vi Base B fut

Before you leave we will come to you.
T.1.2 ST 52 - Phrase frontshifting sentences

In Phrase frontshifting sentences a Nominal Phrase, an Adverbimi Zmidse

which an NP functions, or a Verbel Extension is fromtchifted; preceding o
clause mucleus, and thus brought into focus. The fromtshifted phrase is marked
oy the particle “of which follows the phrase.

Tn the case of all 6T 20, frontshifting of phrases in the bead clauss is

possible but there is no frowtshifting of phrases of the subordinate clause.
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1n the case of all ST 30 and ST 0, frontshifting of phrases in the first
clause is possible. With ST 33 and ST 40, frontshifting of phrases in the se-
cond and following clauses is also found.

The verbs which follow “b§ are elways found in cne of the independent as-
pects: Base B non-tuture; Base B future, Base C non-future or the respective
negative aspects,

A Gependent aspect of a sentence to be trausformed is replaced by an inde-
pendnent aspect in the transformation.

If an AP type 21 is frontshifted the particle “bf s absent.
Examples:

(1) st 21
&% SimE fowbkE 3no gphG, w3 6 rfd My
it will do man that belly if he eats it
TiDase B fut i Base A cond
sTse

et 36 b 6% Slme fobf, md 6 rfE

Zocus on 570
(22) sr33

wf Masg 1§ et G138 1'% Then T will say that

I will say that T will go to farm I will go to the farm, 10115

U7 Base AB fut
sT52

1%gh ‘b6 m6® &ls§ 16 =S 81j€  Then to the farm I vill say
that T w1l go.

Focus on AP Base B At
7.2 Exphatic transformation

Sentences of all types can be transformed into emphatic sentences, ST 60,
Such a transfornation consists of an introductory pirase which precedss the
rest of the sentence. It may also precede a clause in the sentenca,

fny zominel phrese in the sentence may be emphesized. When a post-verbal
rominal phrase is exphasized, the focus cransformation alvays ocours, l.e. the
emphasized nominal phrase is frontshifted,

¥ien a nominal phrase functioning as subject is emphasized, two possibi-

litlee exist: 51



(a) emphasts without bringing into focus.

In this case the introductory phrase precedes the sentence which is
othervise unchanged (except that a proncun functioning as WPS is in
its exphatic form).

(b) emphasts with bringing into focus.
In this case the frontshifting particle “b§ follows the NPS. The NPS
then becones the of a sentence constris
Tae introductory phrase consists of ome of the following:
® it s Lt
§ o FUR TR
3 g "t vas ..t
§ t§ g 15 1s/vas not 4.."
les:

‘Eaphasis on KPS

(23) (a) vaﬁmtdrhi amsge flye
t is chilaren doing it usually OPLO

(®) et 26 bemtse thye o
G b e ot
fron

pmicle
particle of Rl
It is chfldren doing it usually.
Zephasts on WO
() § wa fuk B W6 Al
it 1s  long life you shall live all R512

Tt 15 a lopg life that you will ell have.

Emphasis on &P

(25) §E'ph6 Gty B € 2ese Skplré 3n8
s only in morning T one goes usually pond that

It ie only in the morning that one usually goes to that pomd. 887

7.3 Interrogetive transformations
Sentences of all types can be tranaformed into interrogative semtences,

ST 70, Several types of tramsformation are found, es follows:

8171 - Iov tone drtermopative
ST 72 - 1} interrogat

ST T3 - 2na and 3ra Pm interrogative
Tk - Toperative interrogative

T5 - Cohortative interrogative

76 - b) interrogative

7 - ngn] interrogative

8333
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For ressons of space, this paper will be limited to ST 71 to 7k, which
are in fact the most commonly occurring interrogstive sentence-types.
7.3.1 ST T1 - Lo tone interrogstive

Sentence types ST 11, ST 20, ST 30 and ST 40 may be transformed into &
low tone interrogative sentence in the following way. ALl statements below
epply to the head clause in the case of ST 20, and to the first clsuse in the
case of ST 30 and ST 40:
&, The NPS consists of a pronoun or pronomi:

nal,
b, The aspect of the verb is one of the folloving:
Bage 3 non-fut interrogative

(Note that, with the interrogative aspects, ell pronouns and pronomi:
are marked bty lov tone, instead of the high tone that ocours in the corres-
ponding indicative aspects.

tes
(26) 6 =3mdd 16 agiru Gevd
I  heard that one lent money BR 8%
nudr] D1a T hear ...7

(27) 2nyf 23§ 11 Gby AvivE  tinkdny & lAweRR 16

we  split yem that splitting before one plants it
One usually splits the yam before one plants it. FA 22
any? BES§ ... Does one split the yam ...

Te3.2 ST T2 - 3 interrogative

The particle t§ 'or' mey be added to the sentence, This particle may

precede or follow the sentence. The low tome is optional.
Eomples:

(28) canﬁuw g'E “t6 Irfsni §rér
said that ome mot work work

9 nfl sird g’ e grd ay §37 1'3E dns?
I said that one work work which is bad in place that

Did I say one ehould vot work? Or did T ssy one should do bad work
there? BB lo

(29) 3 3 afry Geng eyt axpf
it is  those which we are causing

Is there anything which we are ceusing? B 14
3.3 ST T3 - 203 and 3rd verson negative interrogative
In & sentence which is marked by negation and where the heed of the NPS
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16 a 2nd or 3rd person singular pronown, the interrogative transformation is
achieved by dropping that pronoun altogether. The negative particle in the VP
which alveys hermonizes with that pronoun then indleates the subject.
Bxuples:

(30) § 1 GG lmp  &xg You are not giving me kernels.
youneg give me kemmels

41 nfiaf lm &g Are you not giving me kernels? OP12h

(31) 6 ¢ lajay gphy § tArd There is nothing that you eat.
it neg is  thing you eat

+§ lafide fphy ¢ tAry Ts there nothing which you eat?
7.3.h ST 7h - Inperative interrogative

A ST 80 Imperative sentence zay be transformed into a question by adding
a 1st or 3rd person functioning es subject, to precede the verb in the impera-
tive aspect. Most frequemtly, it is a first person pronoun as Tmperative in-
terrogative seatences ususlly follow an imperstive sentence and are asked as
a clarification of it. Infrequently the NPS may consist of a nominal. The pro-
nown in this trensformstion s on high tone, which contrasts with Yhe low tone

of the pronowss in the interrogative aspects.

Examples :

(32) of riglyé Am I to eat 1t7
I oeat it
V: Base A Tup

(33) =i vya? An I to come?
I come
V: Bese A Imp

7.h ST 80 - Imperstive eentences

Sentence-types ST 11, ST 20 (except §T 23), ST 31, ST 33 and ST 4O may be
transtormed into an imperative sentence-type as follows. The statements below
apply to the head clause in the case of ST 20 and to the first clause of ST 30
and all cleuses in the case of ST k0:

&. The NPS 15 deleted (except anﬁ '2nd plural’)

b. The verb is trensformed to the Base A Imperative or Base NA Imperative
aspect.
Examples:

(34) rinGd Gedd Eat this! OP 208
est. this i



(35) ng l-u!vixénﬁkvi
give me it that I tell (story)

Give it to me so that T may tell the story! SA O
7.5 SI90 - Cohortative sentences

Sentence-types ST 11, ST 20 (except ST 23), ST 31, ST 33, ST 12 and ST 33
s belov. The statements

=ay be into &
apply to the head cleuse in the case of ST 20, %o the first clause in the case
of ST 30 and to all clauses in the case of ST ko:

e. The particle gf occurs initially in the claus

b, The verh folloving g% is in ke Base A cohortabive or Base A cobortative

aspect.

(36) ge any! J6 lg Rgbb g  nd gbeh! lnem fyd
g %o garden tnat I show you 1t

Let us go to the garder so thet I mey show 1t to you! OPIST
(37) ge fidzd ag pné-"6 May they live long! PR 105
life be bo them

8. Conclusion
The use of basic and derived sentence-types seems to provide, in Izi at
least, a simple description of the different sentence structures of the language;
eizpler and less repetitious than a description which merely lists each sentence-
type. It is comparable to the matrix type displays that have been developed by
K. L. Ptke.
One practical question arises, however. Whet are the criteria for handling
2 specific structure as a derived sentence-type rather than as a basic sentence-
type? Why mot have fewer basie semtence-types end more trensformational state-
ments and derived semtence-types or vice versa?
Tvo criteria have been used implicitly in this description:
There must be a close formal and semantic relationship between the
asic sentence-types and the derived semtence-types. Hoth have been
regarded as essentlal, so that two gentence-types have not been regarded
&8 consisting of & basic sentence type with a transformational statement
yielding a derived sentence-type unless the two sentence-types are clearly
closely relsted in structure and in meaning.

. transformationsl statements should be appliceble to & substamtial
Perchagn of fia taita semennetypes. L sl et peteestats
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£ these two criteris are not both ressonsble and sufficient, then it is

not clear what criterfa should be followed.
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