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Jan P. Sterk
University of Calabar

0.0, Intreduction
The Hohumono langaege has been studied previously by Thomas Cook with the

&ssistance of Samiel E. Hepo. Mo findings appeared in Research Notes Vol.2,

¥o,3 1969 under the title 'Some tentative notes on the Kohumono language'. Tn

1%, the Tohumono zoun class oystem 1s outlined, and & list is given of the in-
dependent prefixes and the' determiners of the nown, Less atbention is glven to
concord, In de Wolf (1971:1k7-154) we find a detailed comparative study of the
Hohumono less system within the comtext of Bemue-Congo class systems, based on
data from Cook (1969). Other studies have been undertsken of noun class systems
of Cross River languages, such as Bernwvell (1969) on Mvembe. To be mentioned
especially is Winston's study of the nominal class system of Loke (Winston 1962)

which 1s strikingly aimilar to that of Hohumono.l

In this study en attempt will be made to present an overall synchronic
picture of the Hohuzono noun class eystem, which w1l integrate Cook's Tindings
end expand on them. A certain amount of repetition of earlier published mste-

rial will therefors be wiavoldable. Where relevant, reference vill be made o

the parallel descriptions in Winston end Bermwell.

0.1, Definitions

Some of the terms used in this study ere defined as follows:?

*Ihe rescarch on which tnis paper is based was mede pogsible through a grent
from the Univereity of Calebar, This is hereby gratefully acknowledged, My
appreciation also goes to the Baumono students of the University of Calabar
Who gave up much of their time to lend me their assistance. I wish to mention
especially Mr, T, Anaba, Mr. E. Jessey and Mr, F. Ogozi. Finally T have to

thank Mr, B, U, Twara of the University of Calabar for carefully checking and
correcting, where necessary, all the examples and their translations given below.

1 Among studles of nown clase systems of Cross River languages, which were not
available to me st the time vhen this was written, ere several long o
written by students of the Department of Linguistics end Nigerimn Lan
of ‘the University of Ibadan. They are listed in Williamson (1976) and have
been included in the references below,

2 For a more complete discussion of the tasorstical framevork, much of vhich
18 based on personal communications from Patrick Bennett, see Sterk (1977:
1227¢) end Sterk (1978),
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noun prefix: et of a set of recurring Ferticles shich, tomster with &
moun stea, upenm--suum-pl al, or, es fer as nusber is
concerned, a neutral noun

declension: the pair of prefixes which, -when conbined with a nown mm, con-
stitute this noun in its singular and in its plural.
Douns vich share the same prefisce in the singular and In the pluaals
class: e -peeme pettern of eystactic concord operated ty & om (ettner
al) igf the sent Also: & group of nouns operating

e same conmrs Pattern in the sentence;
gendor: the pairing of twp concord clesses, one for the now i ta stngular

forn, the other for ite plural fora. Also: & group of nouns that share

the seme singuler/plurel class pairing.

These definitions enteil & aistinction in principle between the declension
of & noun and its gender, since 1t is not alvays thé case that nouns with the
same declension operate the same type of concord, i.c. belong to the same gender.

Fot all nouns have two prefixes, one for the singular and snother for the
plural, Many nouns have only one prefix, such that the dlstinction betwsen sin-
gular axd plural in most cases is neutralized. To facilitate the description,
uch nouns will be 1isted together with the regular declensions, end will.be

called, however 3 i Such nouns will then

constitute single-class genders.
1. om prefizes and determiners

Tt 1s characteristic of the concord system of Hohumouo, as well as of Mbembe
and Lok

that there are two distinct patberns of sgreement: one is based on
the nomn's prefix, and is mostly alliterstive (we will cell it Type A): the
other is besed on the noun's determiner (Type B). Although gemerally nouns
with tlle seme prefixes heve the sume determiner, the phonologicel shape of the
deterniners cannot be predicted from that of the prefixes.

Toe following are the prefixes that have been fownd, with the determiners

that are associated with them. A semple nown for each is given.’

3 e tresortzim $o trod metis. The yretizss Listed in Sebles 1 and 2
Thave been left unmerked for tone. Elsewhere vowels urmarked for tone bave
s (phonetic) mid tone. Cpl is & voiced bilabiel fricstive. 3] is the lenis
ounterpart of a fortis (1. Word-final plogives are unrelessed. The vowels
ects In o parallel sets Fistinguished By the feature of mnaadnese (also
called Advanced Tongue Root). Non-Expanded vowels are marked with a dot.
Within a word or phrase, vowel harmony occurs so that ouly members of the
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Table 1: Hohumono noun prefixes and the determiners associated with them

Mumber Pref. Det.
Tea © m(mnfnhoned) person’
i ¢ &3 vt he W
1 1ab g gvf  dse gve  'the father'
ey pove avé  'the book'
a o, 5gb3K303 gwé 'the chain! (Efik loan)
% W I 86 ihe porsano’; Wall B |the o1t
2 26§ 8  fon v 'the children'; B3 bé 'the women'
2 e it vone gemerr et b ine et
3 3 e 3§ P36 'the cows'
u i e 31 "the dogs®
w8 s
S5a re
5 ¢ N
5 5% v s
Se i |
54 ri
6 e r§tgh §&  'the stones'
6 69 ) 48 yin )€ 'the eyes’
Tea ho kwé 'the hand'
T feb me i kvé  'the mouth’
T bykpo kué _'the net'
8 8 b s  hjsd sf  'the body'; hlto sf 'the ears’
9 9 he 5% hdse 5§ 'the tree!
Wa e Wven %6 'the thing'
0 300wy T Yhsi 5 'the food's bide 6 'the oil palus’
nn jil el biygn #f  the bird'

same set co-occur. FPor the phonetic correlates of "Expanded”, see
Lindan (1976). In general ve may ssy that the non-Expanded vowels sre
lower and more centrelized than their expanded counterparts. &, the ex-
panded counterpart of g (vhich, phonetically, s [al), in Hommono is
strongly cemtralized, Taised aad slightly fronted. It hms a distinct
scha-like

A9 for the mumbering of the prefixes, those that are associsted
with the seme determiners are given the same first mmber. The letters
(a, ) tollmdns ‘the nuxber refer to phonological differen-

e Type A concord s specified in Table 2 (first or

oy etter e e nunber), or iz the noun prefix itself (second

b The sugsestion by Winston (1962 57) that some of’the nouns classified here
x 'vouan' [singular and plurell, 'nose’,

maybe ather!) have in fact 'pz‘ef of Type B, Lie. derived from the deter-
miners, is very imteresting.
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The tone of the prefixes {s unpredlctable, although it is mostly low.
The prefixes heve all besn assigned non-expended vovels to simplity the des-
cription. The choice is rather arbitrary sizce & rule of vowel harmony (or
rather a Sequence-Structure-Condition, see Schachter and Fromkin 1968:55)

only states that the vowel of the noun prefix and the vowel(s) of the noun stem

rea-

must agree in expandedness.> The vowels of tne determiners possess their f
‘ture of expandedness independently of the nowns.
2. Genters

In principle, if the agreement operated by & noun differs from thet ope-
rated by another noun, even if the difference is suall, these two nouss belong
to different classes. This gives origln to a lerge mumber of classes in Hohunono.
Moreover, the muiber of genders, i.e. the singular/plural pairing of these cla-
sses in Hohumono, s large, prompting de Wolf to write - rather disparagingly -
that "CHohunono 1s] & class language with scarcely fewer classes than PEC but
with more genders, half of which are insigaificant product of proliferation.”
(1969:154). In the following table, gendsrs have been numbered with Romen mum-
Bers. The number of mowns recorded for each gender is indicated, listing those
wits Expanded vowels (colum merked EV) separately from those with non-Expanded
vowels (column marked NEV). The concord particles for each gender are gliven,
1acluding both Type A and Type B vhich vere mentioned esrlier. The subdivision
of Type A into As and Ab Will be explained below (3.1). The tone of the concord

particles is determined by their syntactic environment.

5 I 00k, & TGN Eamn Laniiags, ¥ SIalIEr atyist esivid. Bowver, thers
btren vovel
oo tmi: expanded Erpu't 5 vhenever ch:y Rasoniae vieh cxpandod vove
d voveLs mever becors. non-cxpanded. T dade, Sherefore, 1t 10 possible
to postt, underlying pon-Pxpanded vowels for sll grefizas, viich
ded ¥ien sttached to s o sten vith sn expmaded vovel. | 17 som prefixe

were with underlying Expanded vowels, one would be unable to cxplain
thedr oscurrence in owns e Vit  ooo-expanded vovela {n both prafix end stes.
W imovledge of the phonology of Rolmmono s dnsufficient at thi stage <o

he ph
Vhether assinilation dn Dtpmdzﬂmss is "one way" or not. For Gade, see
sterk (1977:15¢2.).
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Table 2: Fomumono genders
Genter Declension  Conc. As  Cone. Ab Concord B EV KEV Tot.
laa/2a  ofte 5 10 15
T 9/28 8/ ofve o/e g /ve -3 3
Tea/8  ho/ni 1 -1
lsa ° -3 3
e z -3 3
o 1 1] ° ° o -1 1
Tea o -1 2
laa/h o4 1w 6 16
/b e/t 2 1 3
m lec/h Wi ol oft avelsi 30807
a4/t nff -1 1
™ 3/ e/i el e/t Je/23 ik ko sk
v 3 e ° ¢ e -1
¥ 1 6 6 12
Vi g 1] 1 1 S - A
vII 46 i/ra i/ra ile Jo/se -2 2
vz 22/6  w/re ve/re  ole ve/ge 12 3
= 2e o ow e e -1 1
x so/h roli ot (%3 se/di 36 9
x se/h w/y mfi o4 se/33 -1
xm 5a//6  ze/re 1317 3
5466 9/8  rs/re e/ se/ge -1
XIIT 5/6  ro/re xolre o/ selle 2 1 3
v 5a/6  rifrs e sfe selse = & ¥
x Sef [] re a/s se 1 - 1
s o 12 3
X1 S ¢ o s se T




wIr o s se !
XVIIT 6 T8 TR ® Je L T
XX 50/8 ro/ni  ro/ni 2la se/si T ¥
= Sb/10b o/t  rolty ale se/fe 2 3
T Se/10b  ryftw  re/tw #/s se/fe 2 2
xar Tea/b  bo/i  no/} 3/t Xwe/33} & 1
WAT Tea  “ho no e e 2 4
v ;::5: ::% bp/ni ola Kwe/si B g 12
xxv To/8  m/o} /g oo ive/si z b
Xz 8100 mi/tu hifmw oz st/ze o6
XovIT 8 i n . i 2 3
XVIIT  9/2b he/be  helbe ale se/be 2a 32
XXIX 9 he he e e L5
o EY e v a e 1
pesd 10a/6  Yo/rs  bolre #/z te/le -1
LT 106/6  Yuire  Yu/ra els /e - 2
WO 10b w T FY te 2 3
XXV 10a/2b befte bolve o2 ze/be T
X0y 202/8  te/ni  vo/ni oo te/si - B
WO 20e/106 W/e /v ole zelte - 3
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wOIL Uk WA WA ¥/ /3 -1

WOVIIT  11/100  bi/bw  bi/bw #fe 13/te 35 8

Totals: 109 179 268

Tgnoring the one-prefix declensions, it can be seen from Table 2 that
pretixes 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 and 11 only occur as singular prefixes; b and 6 only as,
Plural prefixes (gender VII, 4/, where k appears as o singular prefix appears
suspect since the plurals with prefix 6 vere given very temtotively); while pre-
fixes 2, 8 and 10 occur as both singular and plural.

Ouly three genders appesr to be associsted vith noun stems that share a
semantic festure. In genders T and II, the prefires ave essociated ¥ith nown
stems characterized by the festure Crhumanl. In gender VITI, prefixes (imclu-
ding 2 vhich we encountered also in kender T) are associated with noun stems
sharing the Testure G+liquidl. On the prefix of the "liquid class", see Welmers
(1973:166, 206).

3. Concord

Concord elepents, following Winston (1962}, can be divided into dependent
and independent, The erems where dependent concord operates will be divided
broedly into three: verbel, pronominal, and sdjectivel. The following table

can be drawn up (Type A and B refer to the two types of agreement mentioned

earlier.
Teble 3: Concord element types in Hohumono
Tndependent.
Slscaits Dependent elements
Associated | NOUNS VERBALS | SELP-STANDING | AWECTIVES
vith: PRONOUNS
Type: Aend B 2 B Aend B

follows: independent concord elements

This teble is to be interpreted
are sssociated with nowns. They ere the noun's prefix (Type A) and the noun's
determiner (Type B). Dependent concord elements are associated with non-nominal

sentence constituents: the verbals of the sentence will agree with the nown
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subject's prefix, self-stending pronowss with their entecedent's determiner,
and ajectivale vith the preftx and/or the determiner of thelr head nouws.

Tn Table 2 ve merely listed both the independent and the dependsat concord
Slements. We have mow to deseribe how these elements function 1n & sentence.t
31 Yervals

e agreenent of verbals (waich we divide into verbs and suxilisries wi-
thout attempring to dofine these categories too precisely) is with the subject
of the sentence, and the agreemeat is of Type A i.c. based on the nown prefix.
The sgreement cannot be calied alliterative in all cases. Not only are there
nouns With zero prefixes vaich nevertheless operate & subject concord using the
Type A particles of their class (such as 'eye', 'ehild!, 'mose'), but there is
enother pattern discernible which is associated with the phonological shape of
the nowm prefixes which 1s not slliterative, This type of concerd, cberveble
with suxiliaries, consists of a vovel pattern, rather thas a (C)V alltteration
¥ith the nown prefix. This egreement pabtern is limited to those cases vhere
the Toun prefix consists of & vowel only, end it is the result of vovel assi-
milstion (see below under 3.12). The agreement will then be a pattern of vowels
of the same quality as the vowel of the roun prefix, In the case of cononant-
tn{tial nown prefixes these suxiliaries exhibit no sgreement, but instead have
the vowel g, We heve named the alliterstive concord elements Type As, vhile
the vowel pattern concords tave been designuted Type &b, Both have been listed
side by side in Table 2,

301 Verbs

The agreement opersting is Aa, Agreement elements, ss a genersl rule,

assinilate in vovel harmony to the ltem they are assoclated with, Exemples

(morgeme-by—rorphene trasslstions aro given betveen quotation.marks; free

6 A detailed comperison of the Mbembe, Lok end Hobumono systens of agreemezt

13 outeide the scope Of this peper. As has been noted earlier, hovever, the
Ible type of agreement is present in all three langiages. Moreover, the

syntactic categories sssociated with cach type appear to be basically the
same, Winston's distribution pattern for Lok (Type A concord before con-
sonent-initisl stems, Type B before vowel-initial stews or before a Type A
element) cennot be consistently applied in Hohumono, One might hesitate,
in fact, to consider these to be the declsive factors accounting for the
distribution of the tvo types of asresient, Ty b phetiralila by diceist
foT then in strictly syntactic terms.
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translations becween spostrophies):
Single subject
(1) 37§ g-agp Igufug rfkg "dog Aa-licked himself wound"
(2) ritgd sem §r§ ré-sdsph? ‘Wil this stone fall?’
(3) 3t 36 3 of z3-s3? 'aten’t the stomes Tall?

tral1')

"stones the NEC.QUEST.
Aa-ranl”

Can

te swject

When a subject consists of two or Zore mouns Joined by frg 'and’, the
agreezent will be be if the nouss are C-humanl, ba if at least one of them
1s C-humenl:

(4) drem gvéré §re 3vdm J6¢E ba-o3 V6 dni 'that men and thet cow fell in
- the water'

(5) WA, pvdn fre w362 pp-kfmd 'a crab, a bird and a stone are here!

(6) h3vG kvem' frg hyvin kvém pe-dfnAdAf 'this hand and this leg are good’

(7) 4R sem frg r3tg sfrf e-kfamd 'this stone end that head are here'
When the rominal composition consists of a nominalized verd (i.e. &

verb which is nominalized by means of a regular noun prefix, see under 3.36

‘below) and a regular noun, the greement is with the first of the two:

(8) 3ptné Evdm he-kfn 'a black cov is here' (pin 'to be black')

(9) D33 €t3t3 13rdp be-288rdzddrd ‘buying the rignt yams is aifficult’,

Tight to-buy As-be atfficult” (rdp 'to bw')
Sarial verb constractions

(10) rdbgn rb-zi T6-39rd 'the fire hed Pinished burning!, "fire fa-bured
- - Aa~fin nished”

(W) pvdn 16 povi ﬂaﬂ gg.vtm "1l the birds flew avey', "birds the
he-all fa- avay" (ovf 'all’ vill be analyzed as an
-d,’eccxm] on !:he p.cem. of the mumerels, see 3.31 below).

Adjectivsl verve (further discussed below under 3.36)

(12) r3tgd semnf re-dfndadh 'that stene Le good

(13) r30h senng hY rd-dfn 'thut stone is not good!

(1) 2vim jencf a-pindpdn  'that cow is black!

T Tote the difference in the tone of the noun hdbo in Kb§ kvem 'this hand! and
e e e oo maten R Vereon. nerBotaT sactat lons recorded
&T% The result of & simple phonetic tone rule: M > § / __ 4 M, a mid tone
is raised to high before another Eid tome preceded by a vord boun
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3.2 Augilieries

X " The agreement with the subject is of Type Ab. The Tollowing categories
do fot pretend to be exheusitive. They only indicste the "auxilisries" en-
countered so far in the data. The vowels of the auxiliaries harmonize in ex~
Pandedness with the following verb.

Future interrogative

15) Rew) nE2 r3S rhrd nlevd ef 'Will you taste the soup?’, "you will-
QUEST, taste soup the"

(26) Jowd 563 X3g sdsdf ¥ELL the book fallr!
{17)  2v3m €3 rd€ BdrANY "Wi1l the cow Jump?"

(18) n3KER 562 A€ ROArANY? 'WILL the crab fump?'

"ot yet” .
(19) Juwd bzl s§§ "the book has not fallen yeb'

(20) "¥vim pYvin'hdzed s3f 'he cow has not esten yet'
(21) njegd o o3 't (4.

(22) nizi} s36 'they (i.e. covs) have not fallen yet'

Dude *ofl pain') kas not fallen yet'

Panbed to"

The exect meaning of the vord folloving pgy 'weat' is not clear. Both
forms (one with 4 end one vith r, spparently ith the ssme mesning) exhibit
the Ab concord vith the subject of the main sentence.

(23) piron b6 bi-ngy fiterd Yigue v 'the men vanted o svin'

(24) 3vim 3§ gunen fterd€ gve gvd 'the cow vasted to swin'

(25) Gtdm g-ney £48165 MY Tthe Lizard wanted to jump'
(26) vdwim vénsy B640§ r-sd 'he frog vanted to fall!

The negative marker is ﬁ.' Because of vowel assimilation its form
often changes so thet it appears to obey an Ab type of sgreement:
(27) drom 13 of ( < 8rom b} §-s§) 'the men did not fal1'
Compare:
(28) r3tgh 3 x3-of

Tt is possible to explain in @ similar vay the phonological shape of

*the stone did not fa11!

‘the awrilieries: they are the result of vowel assimilation between the
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auwriliery and the subject toncord element sttached to the yerb that fo-
lows, Since & distinct pabbern of agreement is created this way, however,

it is thought best at this point to list it as such,
3.2 Self-gtanding pronouns

The term is borrowed from Winston (1962), They are defined here as pro-
Bouns Whose antecedent nown is not present in the same semtence in which they
themselyes ocour, Az such it i3 only by extending the concept of concord that
we are able ' to include them here, These pronouns operste & Botype of con-
cord with their antecodent,

abject pronoun

(29) ¢ y3n 7} 'he saw t' (i.e 'the bira' Piydn £f)

(30} o€ b3 Arfp 'I did not buy 1t' (i,e, 'the stone’ r3tA s8), "it not
“I-oouat" (verb-object inversion occurs)s

Note thet in the case of singular personal cbject prozouns, as vas
poiated out By Cook (1969110), the order (SUBJECT), (NEG.MARKER), SUBJ.CON-
CORD-YERB, OBJECT, vhich is the underlylng sequence, becomes, through verb
Sten and object tnversion: (SUBTRCT), (SRG.MARKER), SURJ,CONCORD-OBJECT-

VERB, aad the subject concord element sad the cbject fuse, Example:
G g

30 'he sawyou', "he-you sex”
(32) 8:6m gwgnng Gfi-ydo 'that man saw me’, "man that he-ae saw"
(33) b} pE-kp3 'I did not best hin', "NEG, I-him beat”
Telther the rules that govern the fusion nor, indeed,the cxact nstwre of
the elements involved are known et thls stage. Since in most cases the
#inal vowel of the Pused element is the same as the finel vowel of the in-
dependent subject pronoun corresponding iz person and mumber to the object
involved in the fusion, e may say that the agreement between tha object
end 1t6 vominal antecedent is regular, Tt is therefore of Type B, This is
based 0n the argument that the independent subject pronouns are, in fest,
deterniners, Although not directly within the scope of this paper, bhls
argunent s aiscussed below (footmote 10},

1t the personal object promoun is plursl, kowever, no inversion

or fusion ocourst
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(3) gyen @) 'me savus' (39 'we', indep. sudj, promous)
(35) gydmDd} 'he savthem' (fbg ‘'tney")®

Verbal complement

(36) orfsd 'ftis1t' (Le. 'the stone’ r3tfd of)

(M) orf 3} 't is then' (i.es ‘the cove' Ivm Jf)

(38) orfmd 't is nim/mer' (33 '(s)ne',, lndep. subject -pronoun
== ee footzote

It 1s on the basis of (38) that we are able to distinguish these forws from
(29)-(35). No verb-object inversion and fusion are possible here,
Possessives®

(39) oxfZam "1t ie mine' (L., 'the stone’ rJEd of;
(k0) o xf sgrgbd 'it is theirs' (i.c.'the stone'; Jbg ‘they')

)

The "afors-mentioned"

This, in fact, 1o probably the underlying function of the vords we
have called dsterminers, r3tfn o8 really meass 'the stone vhich vas men-
tioned earlier’. When replacing a mown or subject of & sentence, the "de-
terminer” 1s prefixed by g-. Examples:

(81) Y8 ra-sh "they (i.e,'the stones' r3t&d j&) rell down'
(%2) 3L PI-BU "1t (Lee. 'the bird' Bivdn £f) flew'

In the folloving examples, 3 and Jbg are usually described as inde
pendent subject pronowns, They ere included here deliberately, bovever,
‘because the stractures (k3) and (Li) are thought to be exactly parallel to
(¥1) ana (k2):

(43) 3nf g-s§ 'he (afore-mentioned) fell'

Yot explained by these rules is the form a9 he saw you (31.)7,
waich conbines & fused clement (he-you (sgF; 566 (31) above), and » re-
gilar plural object pronoun folloving the verb as in (3U) axd (35).

Fote that in this irregular form the object pronown has & mid tome, while
in (34) and (35) the tons is lov. This may be an intonational aifference.

o mrgbalogledd; sampoattion of. goasessive sronouws has beea: depcrited
Ln Cook (1969), See also 3.33 del
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(W) € pg-ald “they (aforemmentionea) per1l®
3.3 ect; s

Ve include here, tentatively, all items thet qualify = noun and (normally)
Sxhibit an agreement with 1t, The agreement can be of Type A or Type B, some-
‘times even vithin the same class of items as in the case of the mumerels. Or

the agreenent may combine both Type A and Type B concords as in the case of

10. e

o ve
res\nu‘ houns. nmpog and a nom stem. 3 'he fe11’

Sudu 1T'; g for S0 'vney’ (a8 tn (Lh)), ctor T vould serain the veten.

l'k\s inte re'tuti n ot ners also facilitates

aiveis of O3 ﬂ EE- (:aS '73‘5? a8 e oot Compitnents
. onouns, and vhere they occur 15 8 po-
sition occupied a)mmm by ragn].r rl:tern:inm‘a.

Tot all problems are solved this way, however, There are tonal p'rnblsn!
(e.z. a8 '(57he" vs. 33g ‘ahe (1.es cov)’. Thers 1o aleo the problen o
Xnowing umuuc antecedent of such pronouns, The antecedent r'ai;
is 3ndm 'I', for example, does not have a syntactic antecedent
(lsmnt o the antecedent is the person .

Relevent to this 35 the occurrence of e double uasge of the determizer:
a self-standing pronoun followed by a deictic. Compare the following:

vdm -5 Wyvin 'the cow has eaten something'
$vdn 38 £-sf Davin 'the (aforementioned) cow hes esten 5.'
2€ Wvin. ‘she (4.e. cow) has eaten sometiing'
€561 tvin 'she here (i.e. cow) hes eaten s.', "she this .

The interesting point is that the deictic (which will be discyssed below in
3.32) which incorporates the second determiner, can also cceur with indepen—
ezt pronouns. In that case gwg is used for singular, be for plural pronouns:

fuds sron f-af tiulo, '2 beresumre esten sodetiing!
gvenng -sf Pdvdn 'you (sg) there have eaten
3a§ verng £-f W3ven 'you (pl) there have eaten Somstitag!

use of gug/bo 1 logloal here aince a1l nouns vith these deteraisers
Tenior 39 SeELe% 5 somntic fosture. Criumany oractly as tho symtectically
of the

/e 4o not ind any serious arguments egalust interpreting the indepen~
deats subect pronouns. as dsverminers, but fasvesd ve find that this fnter
Tretation provides for an overall uwiified analysis, and may even open

studles of other 1an;

avenues of
(see #1nal conclusion below).
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certain relative clause introducers and with possessive proncuns.
3.31 Humersls

The sumeral 'one' is derived from the noun's determiner (Type B concord),
The root could be represented as -i Examples:
(45) 331 @vfh ‘ome chiof! (actorminer: guf)
(46) r31§ o62  Tome stone’ (detérminers s€)
(3T) 3v3n J§1 'ome cov' (determiner: 3§)

The nmumerals 2-4 take an As type of concord:
(48) ritfn 1§ ‘three stones’ (gdff 'three’)
(49) $vdm ffof ‘rour cove' (ginf 'four')

The nunerals from 5 onvards exhibit no agreement:
(50) Ivdm sdp "
(51) bimde B6V6 "five bomes'

o be included with the mmerals are ~v 'all, the whole' and :vio

cows?

"how much?, how many?'. Since these exnitit an A type of sgreement, one
might be tempted to interpret them as forming part of serial verb construc—
tiona (sec, for example, (11) above). fowever, -vf end -vdy, vhich share
@ semantic festure of counting with the mumersls, o mot seem subjected to
the tense/espect system. They should therefore be kept distinct from the
verbs, Other examples:

(52) rrpdn vl 'the vhole load!

(53) 6-ra Tepdhd Ivan G g-vi

much money do you have?’,
R e e T o et

3.32. Deictics
There are at least four deictics in Homwmono, The agreement is of Type B.
Examples with 3rom 'man' vhich has guf as determiner:
(54) 8rém gvgm 'this man  (here present and visidle)'
(55) 3rom gv§r§ ‘'that particular man (referred to previously but not
sctually present)’

(56) 3r6m gwgnng 'nm pmi (present in the neighbourhood
eceasarily visitie)'

(57) 3r6m gwpnfin{ ‘that man (visible at a grest distance
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33 Possessive pronouns

Their composition is very intricste both morphologically and phonologi-
cally since they combine featurcs of the prefix and determiner of the object
possessed, as well s of the determiner of the possessor. They have been des—
cribed by Cook (1969:11)., To be noted, however, is that for the first person
singular when the object is in Gender I or II, the B type agreement is not with
the determiver of the cbject, but With the lst person independent pronoun. We
bave 3rem §fngn 'my man', end not *3rom on the pattern of h3tdn iingm
"my house'. Other peculiarities noted, such s the fact that the 3rd person
plurel posseseives, with nouns having en rV- prefix, copy the vowel of the pre—
fix as vell as ite consonant, es in r3t§) §rgbd "their stone’, along with the
tonal variations noted, meke this an area where some further rescerch is needed.
3,30 Feflextves

To forn a reflexive, mfnf is used with u type B concord, See, for example,

(1) ebove ana:

(58) wile gen o-pnd gif-ofnf 'the 1izard killed himselr'

(59) pg-ping vé-umfn§ 'they killed themselves (i.e. people)

However, with a 3rd person singular promoun having s 'person' ante-
cedent, there i mo agreement on the reflexive:

{60) (3r6n gwgm) g-plud mfn§ (not: *gvémng)’(this man) killed himsels'

335 "I other"
B concord on £33ang:
e s e LT, o SR
thet] not-fa-see”, This sentence imvolves SRy s
sion 23 in wgvd B3 xfp "he did mot buy a book not:
(62) réa gug-fijgmnd 'the other man'
3.36. Adjectives

Probavly the most complex area of Hohumono syntax recorded so far s that
of the Mijectives, a term vhich will cover, for the purpose of thie descrip-
tion, all those constructions vhich are translated by adjectives in English.

The provlems cen be sumerized as follows:

188



@, There is probably no independest cless of adjectives in Hohumono;

Adjectivel functions are expressed through nouns, verbs end reletive
clauge structure:

. Adjectivel verbs are submitted to the regular iemse/sspect system
of the language;

4. Adjectival zowns coms wnder the rules of the nown class system;

©. " There are several tonal classes in the verb system which produce
different sets with the same symtactic functfon;

.

Mot al) roots can be unenbiguously classiffed as either rouns or
be: some appear ambivalent

g Some items which can be assigned safely to a particular group do not
alvays there a1l the Testures of that grow, L. they xppeas to
e defect
We will proceed by deseribing the mafn features of the three adjectival
functions and by choosing & few typical roots as examples. Their syntactic
ehaviour, especiully as regards mominal class concord, Will be illustrated.
Adfectivel verss
They eppear In two forms: the short form end the reduplicated form 'l

Negative structures always use the short form, Positive structures only

use the skort form to express  stetemeot with emphasis. The reduplicated
form is of the type root-Ca~root where C stands for one of several possible
consonants, Concord with the subject is of type A, which is to be expec-
ted since these forms are basically verbs,

Tuere are at least tvo tonal clesses in the adfectival verbs, A
typical example of class 1 i dam 'to be good':
(63) o-dfmiaif ‘he is good

11 What is said here sbout adjectival verbs concerning short forms and
dupitestion, as well as the aifferent tonal clasees epplies to non-aifec
Hovever, o detailed snalysis has been mde

Ta Gook (1065126 he remupitoates forn (sermad by mia .!.mm e

of the verd) is described as "mot refer(ring) only o the

subject, it Calso] to the action vhich the verh repres
e meaning of repeated, sustained or continuous action, or

action by & large mmber of subjecte sad/or upon & large mumber of objests.

Sometimes they lp'peur 4o be essentially emphatic forms of the 'singuler'

Moreover, I have the impression that the two forme are to be dis-
tinguished in their syntactic use, rather than in their sementic content.
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(64) B3 afim ( <13 3 afm) 'he 1s not good!
(65) o-gim! ‘'he ta good!'
Typical of class 2 is pin 'to be black'

(66) ' 3vim Jenn c-pindpin  ‘that cow is black'

(67) 3vdm gemng b3 pin ( < n3 3-ptn) 'that cow 1s not Black'

(68) e-ptn! 'she (ize. ‘cow') is black!'

Nominalized verbs

Most verbs can be nominalized by means of a nown prefix. It would seem
that for action verbs the preferred prefix is ho (rlkpd 'dying' from kpd 'to
die' is an exception), while for adjectival verbs it is he/be. Example of &
nominalized action verb:

(69) b3t 86363 hi-rdp be-z§érizdind ;gn% ut;h:’vri'?m yaus is aifficult!

The second type of nominelizstion, that of adjectival verbs, concerns us
airectly in this bection, Not all adjectival verbs can be nominalized: dam 'to
be good', for example, cannot. On the other hand, alfo; there are forms with
Befbg for which there appears to be no corresponding adjectival verd, for

example hébibi 'emall'. Nominalized adjectival verbs (which could be called

adjectival nows) behave like regular nowns. A typlcal structure involviog
adjectival noms {s one in vhich a regilar souws end an adfectival nom are
Jurtaposed. Sometines g is {nterposed, vhich maken the structure the same as
a regular possessive of the type: the x of y, vhere x and y are nouns: >

(70} népiné gvdm ( < niptné § even €71 ‘e black cow' (the meening is
not 'blackness of cow'

(T1) n2pfné § r6t6d 'a black stone'
Some adjectival nows can also follow the nown they qualify:
(12) ndto hékihd 'a white hand' (kihd 'to be white')
(73) drom & (n)Ebibt 'a ewall men'
Trere does not have to be an agreement In number between both nowns.'S

In (74) and (75), although {g) 'clothes' is plural, the preceding nows may

12 Whether the presence or nm:e e 0 g dn syntactionlly. contttionad in thete
'adjectival’ constructio certain, When two regular nowns are in &
posssesive relutionship, . £ ohiigatory: hsdl ¢ ov3 avenng 'the basket
of that woman'.

13 Contrary to the findings of Cook (1969:17).



heve a singuler or a plursl prefix, The resultant compounds differ in

meantng:

(76) Y2kand {63 'white clothes' (k3R Chg/bg) 'to be white')

(75) b3kimd {g 'white clothes’ (many Clothes, all of a single vhite
The subject agreement of the verb in the sentence is with the first

noun of the pair:

(76) hépfné §vgm hg-icfn ' black cow is here!

The folloving structure appesrs siniler to the preceding: i.e. a

ofa verb functi es an adjective (but here
with the tonal structure of & verb) and a "regular" noun:

(77) o-afiskaifi drdn “ne 1s-good man”

Eovever, this expression is probebly comparable to a form such as the
English "t 1

sky-blue! or 'erystal-clear'. In fact, (77) has a meaning
stmiler to:

(78) o-afmdad6 grg ordm 'he is good as a man' (gry 'as, like')

Bel

ve cleuse structure

If & relative clause qualifies a nomn which is also the wnderlying
subject of the relative clause (2 structure of the type 'the man [the man
s goodl... > the man vho is good') 1t is introduced by the determiner of
+he head moun (vith mla tone insteed of the regular high tone), followed
ty g, followed by the verd phrase of the relative clause consisting of the
regular subject concord element (sgreeing with the heed noun) and the verb,
Ve have the following structure:

Table b: Hobuwono relstive clause structure

Head lmm (Det.),

’XVPQ B coue—]—

Type A concord

- Verblpetative
ause

Inside the relative clause, vowel slision alvays occurs among the
introducing elements, and - and b= of concord prefixes tend to dlsappear

in fast speech, The tonal structure of the verb inside the relabive
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cleuse differs from that of the verb in a matrix gentence, Examples:

(19) nypu r3tEY saredinfddh ( < e g ~ r ~ Ghufadi; compare
e taseat. ir 1a gouﬂ‘i T gew & ntce smne

" sk 4. stoms whte e 2

(80) pMGhY fenng faupfndptn { < fe - g - (3)y.- pfndpin) bu-kfm ‘those
Black chickens sre here' (compare with g-pindpin 'it is black')
What we have called a relative clause construction may also occur
wvithout its head nown, Tt then mesns 'the __ (big, dlack, good :vo} one'.
Compare the following: -

(81) rdtum s6 ro-pindpla 'the ( ioned) vorm is hlack' (adfectival
verb construction)

(@) 3yt saroptadsh Ta Black vora', "vora that Is bleck" (relative
lause construction)

(83) o-ra 88 'it is the ) black one.(ie.
worn}" (self-standing relative clause construction)

Finally consider the following semtence:

(8%) mygn r3egh redtd ¢ serekod€, sAbibi, Gre séipaipal 'T saw three
stones, a big one, a = one ‘and a thin one'

(84 illustrates a new problem: kpd€ 'to be big' is a reguler adjectival
verb of the first tonsl class. Tt marks the agreement (rg) with the wn-
derstood head noun »3tEX 'stone' on the pattern of the self-standing re=

lative clause structure as in (83), Both Ebivi ( ¢ hébibi) 'smell! end

paipal ‘thin', however, do not exhibit a subject agreement, and they are
robenls neh v Tevestheloss, Shy oseus in & sosivion reglarly
oceupied by verbs, namely, the verb phrase of what appears o be a relstive
Clauss structure, Ve nsed saditiosdd criteria.

If we accept as nowns those dtems thet may oceur after o-ra 'it is',

as.in
(85) o-ra T34 'it s u stone'
then (n)Ebibi and paspat are nouns:
186) o-ra fbibi it is swall!
(87) o-re paipal ‘it is thin'

*For (n)8bibi this classification is supported by the presence of & rerular

noun prefix hg- (no plurel with Jg- available though),

Thet {n)8bibl and palpel are not verbs sppears also from the fact
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that they cannot occur independently as & verb in a sentence with subject
concord as dam in o-dam it is good'. We camnot have:
(88) *o-gvivi
(89)  *o-paipal

A lexical ftem vhich in some respacts behaves like (n)bibi and
paipal, =ad vhich appears equally resistant to classification, is &:3t3
*right, proper'. This word does nct exhibit any verbal agreement, alvays

follows the nown it qualifies, and is never jotned to it by g:

(90) Brom €63:3 'a right'ma (appropriste for a perticular assigment,
for exsmple)’

(91) *ouxs €63¢3 {compare (86)-(87) above)
(92) “o-t3t3 (compers (88)-(89) avove)
Idke (h)Ebibi and patpat, 43t3 may occur in what appear to be relative
clause constructions:
(93) blrom HEEt3t3 'the rignt men
Just 1ike (h)EbibL in (8Y) and in
{(94) birom TEELILE 'the small men'

The soluticn to the analysis of these structures lies probebly in
‘the absence of & subject concord, in the "relstive clauses” such as (93)
and (94), Which distinguishes them from reguler relative cleuses, ag well
a3 in the tone of the (assimilated) determiner. Ween the determiner occurs
slone, its tone is high:
(35) r3tgd s€ 'the stome’
But in the regular relative clause constructions (such as in (79), (60)
and (82) its tone 1s mid. TIn (93) and (S4) and also in (84) (for Svibi
and patpai), where 1t is assoctated vith adjectival nows, hovever, its
tone 1s high, This allows us %o interpret, for example, bAEbibi in (9h)
not as a relative clause constructien, in spite of a strong resemblence,
But a5 o structure of tvo nominals joined by g 'of (possessive marker)',
the first of which is represented by its determiner. DbESbIbi is consi-

dered then %o be a possessive comstruction, end (94) blrom BEEBIN! is to
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e translated literally as "men, the ones of smallness", i.e, 'svall men'.
4, Conelusion: a historical note

“The study of the Hohunono noun class system and especially of the fnction
of the determiners raises interesting questions. Since we find a comparable
complexity in neighbouring langusges, we are sure the system described here is
ot @ local imnovation, Hohumono, Loke and Mbembe inherited it from their
common ancestor., 1 ot enough is known yet of other Cross River languages that
tave noun classes to be able to systemstically compare theirs with the system

described here, Tn mny Niger-Congo langusges, however, we do find determiners,

Tn some cases these play & role in the moun class system of these langusges, es,
for exanple, in Ten (see Hoffmacn 1978), Other languages, like Baule, have the
£ixed element marking definitenass vhen affixed to nowss (see Timyan 1975), We
180 note that In a great many languages, Yoruba and Oade being typicsl examples,
we £ind & set of independent pronowns exhibiting characteristics vhich are clear-
1y comparable to the determiners/pronouns we find in Hobwmomo, In ell, or most
of these cases, can we speak of a common historical link?
In order to determine whether the complexity of the Hohwwono class system

with its extensive use of determiners is a reiic of an older syst

, possibly
going tack to the earliest encestor language, or whether on the contrary we
have in Hohumono and other closely related languages an expanded version of &
much simpler inhereited system, or - more wnlikely, given the Tenm case - a com=
plete inmmovation, ¥e will have to underteke a comparative study of determi-

ners in as many Niger-Kordofanian languages as possible,

b We should mote that I5ke and Mbembe belong to one SubErow r Cross,
called the East-West group by Dimendael (see Dimmendaal 1918.63) shile
Helimeno belngs to suother, Salled the Korth-South grow. Durlng ay sre~
sent Tesearch among the Upper Cross lsngusges, I have found that the
Holraaono elass yete Vit 1ts axtaneive wse of dstoruiners 16 ty o means
general, In the East-West group, besides Loke and Mbembe, only LeYighs
and TuBilo show traces of it, In the North-South group, buluaa Hohunono,
T have only found evidence of determiners in the Ubsghara langusges,
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