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THE EXPRESSION OF LOCATION IN KOM

EmvaNUEL N. CHIA

Département de Langues Africaines et de Linguistique
Université de Yaoundé, Cameroon

This article attempts to analyse locative expression in Kom,
a Bantu language of the Western Grassfields, froma synchron-
ic point of view. However, I also attempt to link locative
forms in Kom with the locative class in Proto-Bantu.

I treat successively: locative prepositions, the word for
"place"”, locative adverbs of place, locative pronouns, Lloca-
tive concords and, finally, locative interrogatives.

Cet article se propose d'analyser 1'expression-de la locali-
sation en kom, langue bantoue des Grassfields de 1'Ouest, ce-
et d'un point de vue synchronique. Cependant j'essaie aussi
de faire le lien entre les formes locatives du kom et les
classes locatives du proto-bantou.

Je traite successivement des prépositions locatives, du
mot pour "endroit", des locutions adverbiales de lieu, des
pronoms locatifs, des accords locatifs et, enfin, des inter-
rogatifs de lieu.

0. INTRODUCTION

This paper analyzes from a synchronic point of view the ex-
pression of location in Kom. An attempt is made to relate Kom lo-
cative forms to the forms of Proto-Bantu noun classes 16, 17 and
18 because, according to Grégoire (1975), classes 16, 17 and 18
constitute the principal tool by which location is expressed in
Bantu languages.

Kom is one of the Ring languages spoken in Menchum Division in
the North West Province of Camercon. Other Ring languages include
Aghem, Babanki, Lamnso, Oku. The Ring languages form a sub-group
within Western Grassfields Bantu.

This paper is divided into six sections: section 1.0 deals with
the structure and meaning of locative prepositional expressions in
relation to nouns of different classes. Section 2.0 shows that
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there is no trace of the Proto-Bantu noun stem *jimd in Kom.

3.0 examines adverbial phrases that indicate general as opposed

to specific location and relates them to Proto-Bantu forms. Sec-
tion 4.0 studies the locative pronoun forms along with their subtle
meanings and uses. Section 5.0 focuses on regular and locative con-
cords, while the last section 6.0 treats locative questions and
their appropriate answers with reference to their morphology and
syntax.

1. LOCATIVE PREPOSITIONAL EXPRESSIONS

Kom has both a simple preposition and a set of locative phrases
which are used to indicate location.

1.1 THE LOCATIVE PREPOSITION 3 : 4

The simple preposition a occurs with a surface mid tone when
in initial position (e.g. when it occurs in incomplete answers to
guestions such as "where is it?") and in some other contexts.> It
is used in a general locative sense and can express notions such
as 'in', 'on', ‘'at', 'over' etc. in the construction: Loc Prep+N.
Thus when @ is placed before ﬂ§§ 'house', the locative expres-
sion 2@ ndd 'in (at) the house' results. The specific meaning of
the preposition @ depends on the verb with which it occurs. In
this way it means 'from' in (1)a, and 'to' in (1)b.

(1)a. yon lu 3 dudld
Yong Prl: come Prep Duala
'Yong has come from Duala'

b. wu ndu @ dudld
he Prl:go Prep Duala
'he has gone to Duala’

This preposition undergoes certain phonological processes in
different environments, and it also induces perturbations in the
tonal pattern of the noun which immediately follows it. The seg-
mental process which the preposition undergoes is shown in (2)
below:

(2) Ncl Noun Gloss 3+ N
15 (3)ywil 'person' T wil
2 (3)yd13 'persons'’ a y5l
3. 3-wiIn "body S-wuin®
4, T-wdin 'bodies! T-wuin®
5. 1-sén 'tooth' I-son®
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(2) NC1 Noun Gloss a+ N
6. a-s6n 'teeth' a-son’
6a. (3) -ma-1dn "blood' a mé-lun°®
7. a-f4 'thing' a-fo
8. 3-fwd 'things' o-fwo
9. () ndo 'house' a ndo
10. (3) ndo-sa '"houses' a ndosa
13. (3) td-ngodm 'plantains’ a td-ngom®
19. (3 fa-tdm 'fruits' a fé-tame

In this table each noun class is represented by a noun which is
given in its citation form on the left and its form with the simple
locative preposition on the right. Note that for all classes with-
out a vowel prefix a phonetic level & appears initially in cita-
tation form. This & 4is distinct from the 8- prefix of class

3 and 8 in that it is absent when the noun is not utterance ini-
tial as in (3)a while in classes 3 and 8 the 2 remains in all
contexts as in (3)b.

(3)a. tdm  wdl s3 yon
send cll:person to Yong
'Send one person to Yong'

b. tdm 3-fwd s3 yon
send cl.8~thing to Yong
'send things to Yong'

According to the data in (2), the locative preposition (Loc
Prep) is retained before consonants and deleted except for its
tone, before vowel noun prefixes. The general segmental rule that
can be postulated for 2 deletion would be of the following form:

(4) a ~» @ / __ v

Turning to the tonal changes which the Loc. Prep. causes on the
following nouns, the changes for nouns that even have the same sur-
face citation tones is complicated as is shown in the following
data (ecf. also (2)):

(5) G-wi | 'person’ > a3 wil
g-wadin  'child' + @ wain
-1 dm 'husband: =+ a [um
@bz 'goat! -+ 3 bzl
@-be 'dog" > T by
ﬂ—bés 'cat' + 3 bds
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All the citation forms on the left have high tone but in the loca-

tive phrase they fall into different classes.

The differences

between the realisation of all these high tone nouns in a locative
phrase is no doubt due to differing underlying tone patterns of

the nouns.

1.2 LOCATIVE PHRASES:

Besides the general locative preposition

However, these have not been worked out for Kom.

a, there are some

locative phrases: they are made up of locative §} followed by

one or another noun belonging to a restricted set.
below, some of those restricted nouns are given.
bership is indicated with brackets.

In (€) and (7)
Their class mem-
In the right hand column,

their use in locative phrases is illustrated:

(6) Noun Locative phrases
3-cfli (3) 'mouth’ -cfu 'in front, at’
a-sé¢ (6) 'eyes' 3-s@ 'before, in front’
a-td (7) 'head' a-tu 'on’
T-sas (5) ‘bottom’ I-sas ‘'under'
a-bé (7) 'atmosphere’ a-beé 'outside'
Some of the nouns are inherently locative in that their meaning is
only locative. They are:
(7) Noun Locative phrases
i-bdm (5) 'behind’ T-bam°® '"behind"
E—mbéy (9) 'surrounding’ 3 mbay 'around'
3-ngln (9) 'nearness' 3 ngun 'near’
3-mfayld (9) 'between' 3 mfayld ‘'between'
Adién (9) 'distance’ 3 ndién "far'
nteynd (9) ‘'inside’ a nteynd ‘'inside'

These locative phrases can be used
the following examples illustrate:

in different and varying ways as

(8)a. WU f) y4 3-sd
he Pr2 be at:cl.é-eyes
'he is in front'
b. tim{ {-bam°

stand at:cl.5-behind

'stand behind'
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(8)e. timi & ngln faka’
stand at el.9:proximity tree
'Stand near the tree!!

d. ndu @ ndién nyés
go at el.9:distance quickly
'Go far away, quickly!'

e. z{ 4 nteynd 3 teyn
enter at cl.9:inside Prep there
'Enter right in!"'

In (B)a and (8)b they are used nominally. In (8)c, the locative
phrase is used prepositionally being followed by a noun, in (8)d
by an adverb and in (8)e by a locative adverbial phrase (cf. 3.2).

2. alé 'pLACE'

As it turns out, there does not seem to be any trace of the
Proto-Bantu indefinite noun stem *jima in Kom. The term for 'place’
is 3l& and the term for 'thing' is afd. Both nouns belong to
class 7.

3. ADVERBS (ADVERBIAL PHRASES) AND LOCATIVE INTENSIFIERS
3.1 ADVERBIAL PHRASES

There are two sets of locative adverbial phrases in Kom. One
set indicates general location while the other set indicates spe-
cific location. Each of them shows a three-way distinction: near
speaker, near addressee (hearer) and away from both speaker and
hearer. Examples in (9) and (10) below illustrate the use of the
adverbial phrases (underscored). Each of the a, b and ¢ examples
indicates one of the distinctions.

(9)a. ngam nan f&l 3 yayn
Ngam Pr2 work Prep here
'Ngam works here' (location near speaker)

b. ngam nen fél 3 y&
'Ngam works there' (location near hearer)

rd

c. ngam nun f&l @ yé
'Ngam works there' (location away)

(10)a. ngam nen f&l1 3 féyn
'Ngam works here' (spec. loc. near speaker)
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(10)b.  ngam nen fél 3 fi
'"Ngam works there' (spec. loc. near hearer)

c. ngam nen fél 3 fi
'Ngam works there' (spec. loc. away)

In examples (9) the set of adverbial phrases a yayn, 3 yé&,

3 yé refers to general location: in (9)a, proximate location where
the speaker is situated, in (9)b, proximate location where the per-
son spoken to is, and in (9)c location away from both speaker and
hearer. In example (10), the set of adverbial phrases a feyn ,

3 f8, and 3 fi indicates specific location with similar distinc-
tions. Notice that these locative adverbial phrases obligatorily
begin with the locative preposition E, and they go together in
pairs corresponding in spatial location as follows:

TABLE 1
general specific
3 yayn a féyn 'proximate to speaker'
a yé a3 fi 'proximate to hearer!'
a Yé a 1 'distant from speaker
and hearer'

The patterning of data on locative adverbial phrases shown in
(9), (10) and table (I) permits one to hypothesize that f- indi-
cates specific location and Y- characterizes general location.
Furthermore, the f- and y- are probably relics of Proto-Bantu *pa
and *Kku, prefixes of classes 16 and 17 respectively. This is

sketched below:

(11) Proto-Bantu Kom
cl.l16 *pa > f
cl.17 *Kku > Y

In this process *p became f and *Kk changed to fricative y
in Kom. The *p to f correspondence is supported by the follow-
ing data.?

(12) *-pi > fo- class 19 prefix and concord.

*k-pd > f( "to give'
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*-pépd > fuéf 'wind'
*-pé > 4 'to burn'
*-péngd > fu 'fetish'

The *K to Yy change is more problematic as seen in (13) below:

(13)  *ky kfd 'death’
*kypa vif ‘bone'
*kyta vil 'oil!
*K k ‘prefix of class 7'
*kddd kém 'crab'
*kdm kam 'squeeze'
*kéng kén "fry!

According to (13), there are two (or three) phonoiogically condi-
tioned reflexes of *k: kf or vV in front of reflexes of *u

and #Q, and _5 elsewhere. Note that only one lexical exampIé
illustrating a reflex of #*k in front of *u has been found,
which is not enough to prove any thing. On the other hand, the
initial w in WU, a locative pronoun (cf. 4.0) and in Wo
'where?' (cf. 6.2.) may be a reflex of #*k. Note that even though
the phonological correspondence is problematic, K>y is not im-
plausible, and the semantic correspondence between *ku and the

Y of the adverbial phrases in Kom is not problematic.

One question we may ask is whether there is a link between ad-
verbial phrases and demonstratives. Consider table (2).

Table 2: DEMONSTRATIVES ACCORDING TO NOUN CLASS

NC1 this that 1. that 2.
Prox. to speaker Prox. to hearer Distal
1 wen v vif
2. yen yi yif
wen vE vif
4 yéni zr zif
5 yéni z: zif

6. ken ki

P
=~

b

T ken ki

o

i}

=

-

=2

3
s e

3
Ha  H=
F~ H~ =

=
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8. wen v vid
9. yén zk z8é
10. sén st s¥
13. tén t: tid
19. fen f& fid

Notice first of all that each noun class has a set of demonstra-
tive markers that correspond to this, that 1 (near hearer) and
that 2 (away from both speaker and hearer). (The forms for that 1
are also used anaphorically). Semantically therefore, there is a
link between the adverbial forms and the demonstratives since we
find in both the same three-way distinction.

The root for demonstrative 'this' is -en(l) , while we have
(@ y)-8yn ‘'here (general)' and (@ f)-&yn ‘'here (specific)'.
The root for demonstrative ‘that 1' is =1 or -i (i and %
may be conditioned variants of one vowel {19) but the conditioning

factor remains unclear), on the other hand, we have (@ y)-€ 'therel
(general) ' and (3 f)- -1 'there 1 (specific)'. The root for demon-
strative 'that 2' is —{f or -ff while we have (@ y)-¢ -é ‘'there 2
(general) ' and (2 f)-{ ‘there 2 (specific)'. The tonal “difference

between the adverbial phrases and the demonstratives is no problem:
the HL (falling tone) on the "adverbs" can be accounted for by the
presence of the mid-tone (porbably underlying high) on a. We
have the feeling that, in spite of the vowel differences, the ad-
verbial and the demonstrative roots are the same but represent dif-
ferent stages of the history of the language. These differences
might be traces of previous prefix vowels. If this is true, ad-
verbial phrases would be made up of a + (ancient) locative demon-
stratives (cf. 5.2.1 also).

3.2 INTENSIFIERS: téyn, ti, ti

The intensifiers have two uses: either as adverbial phrases in
which case they are preceded by locative a (cf. (14)a and b) or
they can combine with the other adverbial phrases (a xaxn etc ,
3 féyn etc.) in which case they directly follow the adverbial
phrase (cf. (14)c and 4):

(14)a. zf 4 ntSynd a tsyn?
enter Prep inside Prep there
'Enter right in!'

b. Iém 34-tT & tébxl a teyn
put at:el?-head cl.7:AM table Prep there
'Put it right on the table!'
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(14)c. 3 féyn téyn 'here!!
a f1ti 'there! "
a fitf ''there! '

d. 3 ydyn té&yn 'here!’
ayé ti 'there! '

a yé ti 'there! '

These forms in (14)b and c are used to intensify the locative
(indicated by the exclamation mark). Besides being used along
with adverbial phrases, these intensifiers can codccur with demon-
stratives:

(15) fd sd wil wen téyn
vi t}
vit té

give to person DEM INT

'give it to this here !

that 1 person there 1 *
that 2 there 2

Finally, the intensifiers can be used simultaneously with both
demonstratives and adverbial phrases. 1In that case, they can oc-
cur either following the demonstrative or following the adverbial
phrase:

(16)a. fu sé wil wén 3 yayn téyn
give to person this Prep here Int
'give it to this person around here!'

b. fd sé& wil wén téyn 3 yayn
give to person this Int Prep here
'give it to this person around here.'

In (16)a the emphasis is on the adverbial phrase but shifts to
the 'person' in (16)b. Notice in example (16)a that the demonstra-
tive, adverbial and intensifier can be used simultaneously -en,
—ayn, -eyn provided they agree in distance from the speaker. It
should also be noted that unlike demonstratives, intensifiers can-
not directly follow a noun:

(17) wul wen (Dem. )
*teyn (Int.)

'This person'
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Intensifiers are therefore different from locative adverbs and
demonstratives. 1In form though, they seem to be composed of a
prefix t- (which synchronically resembles class 13 prefix) and
roots similar to the roots of the adverbial phrases. More is said
about the semantic value of the t-forms (about teyn actually)
in 4.0 below. -

4. LOCATIVE PRONOUNS

Locative phrases like other noun phrases have pronominal forms.
Consider the following sentences.
(18)a. ma ti vyuin f3-tdm & fU nfeyn sé nwen.
I P3 buy el.19-fruit Eé gitve 19-Pro to him
'T bought a fruit and gave it to him'

b. ma tf I} ngd? & fU hyen s3 ngodn
T  P3 take cl.9:stone and give cl.9:Pro to Ngong
'T took a stone and gave it to Ngong.'
c. matikd? 4 baméndad yTUin falam (%3 teyn
*3 fl

’
wu

ol

I P3 go:up Prep Bamenda and:buy net Prep Pro
'I went up to Bamenda and bought a net there.’
d. 5 nllundy I-bzI-ndd he tém yén méto (*a teyn

fu

]|

*a wi
and P2 leave go Prep-corner—house AM Tom see car

Prep Pro
'"Then I left and went to the corner of Tom's
house and saw a car there.'

e. 5 ni z{ 3 ndo nd tém 3 yén wil 2 teyn
*3 fd
*3 wi
and P2 enter Prep house AM Tom and see person

Prep Pro
'Later, I entered Tom's house and saw a person there.'

The sentences in (18) are complex sentences. In each case, an item
is referred to in the first clause by a noun but by a pronoun (under-
scored) in the second clause.6 The pronouns in (18)a and (18)b

agree with the noun class of the nouns which they substitute. Thus
class 19 pronoun hf@xn substitutes for the class 19 noun f3tdm
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in (18)a, §nd the class 9 pronoun ﬁy@n substitutes for the class
9 noun ngo’ in (18)b.

When we come to examples (18)c through (18)e, the pronouns in
the second clause are locative pronouns: they are preceded by the
locative preposition .E' and they do not agree with the class of
the nouns for which they substitute. 1In (18)4d, fl is used in-
stead of hyén{ of class 5 which is the expected_gfonoun substi-
tuting for 1bzi-ndd 'corner of house'. Note by contrast that
ﬁg is used in (18)c in place of the pronoun nyen of class 9 to
which the noun 'Bamenda' belongs. Furthermore note that Eé in
(18)c, again underlying the fact that the f- form f_lﬂ is not permitted in
(18)d, nor jﬁ_ in (18)c, again underlying the fact that the f-
form jﬁ_ refers only to specific location (e.g. 'a corner of a
house') and the w=form, Eﬁ to general location (e.g. a town like
"Bamenda’') .

As illustrated in (18)e teyn can also occur in the same slot
as fd and wi. In fact, 1eyn is the only possibility in (18)e
just as Wu in (18)c and fu in (18)d are the only possibilities
in those sentences. The question is what is distinctive in the use
of teyn in (18)e? In (18)e the notion of contact (e.g. ‘'on',
'in', etc.) seems to distinguish teyn from the other pronouns in
the sense that Tom actually enters into the house. Note that this
notion of contact also holds with an expression like 'on (top of)'

as attested in (19) below (cf. (14)b also):

@|

(19) ma ti{ ndu 3 téb}l 3 tdm 3bdn 3t
f

’
wu

yn

* ¥
ol o]
Cw

I P3 go Prep table and put food Prep Pro
'I went to the table and set food on it.'

Before proceeding, it should also be noted that: 1) a locative
pronoun can substitute for a place which is known though not pre-
viously mentioned in text:

(20) wu nen kia wi wdl via ma t{ yén & wd
he Pr2 know NEG person REL I P3 see Prep Pro
'He does not know the person whom I saw there'

2) locative pronouns are used even if the nouns they substitute for
do not have a locative function in the first clause:

(21)  wl nen kia wI ndo z13 md nl z{ 3 t8yn
he Pr2 know NEG house REL I P2 enter Prep Pro
'He does not know the house into which I entered'
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Tonally and segmentally the forms (@) fd anda (3)wl
they are (locative) prefixes used pronominally (withe
should be noted here also that the t- forms are diffe
do not find *a td put 2 t-eyn (e.g. (18)e). Thus
used both adverbially (cf. 3.2) and pronominally, be:
used as what we called intensifiers.

5. REGULAR CONCORDS AND LOCATIVE CONCORDS

5.1 CONCORD SYSTEM
Concord prefixes vary from one construction to an
theless we can extract from these prefixes what is s

each class. These prefixes are given in (22).

(22) Kom NC1. Consonant Concords and Tone.

1. w 7. K
2, " 8. w’
3. 0w’ 9. y'
4. vy’ 1. s’
5. k’ 13. t’
6. m 19. f’
6a. m

5.2 LOCATIVE CONCORDS

5.2.1 Demomstratives: The only demonstratives which
with a noun preceded by the locative @ is a set of
stratives with the general locative Y :

(23)a. ma Iu 3@ ndo yayn
I Prl:come from cl.9-house cl.17-Loc
'T am from this house.'

b. mad lU 3 ndo y&
I Prl:come from cl.9-house cl.17-Loc
'T am from that (1) house.'

c. ma U3 ndd yé
I Prl:come from cl.9-house cl.17-Loc
'T am from that (2) house.'

We notice in (23) that the demonstrative does not ac
with the noun it modifies. They all start with the
which as indicated earlier may be the reflex of Prot
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(cf. 3.1). On the other hand these demonstratives are not imme-
diately preceded by the locative i, so they are not locative
adverbs but rather locative demonstratives. There is no equiva-
lent series where the specific locative with j‘ is used. In such
cases only the adverbial phrases are appropriate.

(24) z{ 4 ndoc (3 féyn
* feyn

enter Prep house | Prep here
here

'enter this house'

5.3 RELATIVE PRONOUNS

When the head noun of the relative clause is preceded by loca-
time preposition, the relative locative pronoun is invariably
Y83 , whatever the noun class. Compare (25)a with (25)b to (25)e
below:

(25)a. 3gén nen yé ndo \%ea ( ma ti yUu n

Zia

Dem Pr2 cop house Rel I P3 buy
"This is the house which I bought.’

b. wunciandd (yéa) ma ti yuin
*zia
he Pr2 live Prep cl.19:house Rel I P3 buy
'He lives in the house which I bought.'

c. and nun ci 3 ndo-s3 y8a | md ti yuin
*sia
they Pr2 live Prep houses—cl.10 Rel I P3 buy
'"They live in the houses which I bought. '

d. ngam ntn y& @ ndS 3 féyn y&a ma t{ bazls
Ngam Pr2 Cop Prep cl.9:house Prep here Rel I P3
build
'Ngam is in the house which I built here.'’
e. wu [0 3-be yAyn y&8 wa Iémd 4 t&yn
he Prl:come at:el.7-compound Dem Rel you
grow Prep Pro
'He comes from this compound in which you were
raised.'
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It is the same Yég_ which is used after a locative pronoun.

(26) wl IU 3 wl yéa cu ne [{ma wi
he Prl:come Prep Pro Rel sun Pr2 quench Neg.
'he comes from where the sun never sets'

In (25)a where no locative phrase occurs in the main sentence,
only the class:EPecific relative pronoun is permitted. By con-
trast, only Ye€a is allowed in the rest of the sentences. Notice
that this relative pronoun Yeéa is different from the relative
pronoun of class 2 which is {ié-

5.4 ASSOCIATIVE CONCORDS

The construction to mark possession or relation between two
nouns takes the form: N1 + AM + N2. Using the restricted set of
nouns given earlier (cf. 1.2) we obtain the following examples of
this construction: :

(27) B-cfé 3 wil 'mouth of person'
3-cfé 3 ndo 'mouth/door of house'
3-st¢ a wil 'eyes of person'
a-se 3@ bzl 'eyes of goat'
a-td a wil 'head of person'
a-td 3 ndo 'head/roof of house'
I-sdas T wil 'bottom of person'
T-sés T ndo 'bottom of house'

In the above construction the associative marker agrees with the
class of N1. The locative expressions formed from these same
items involve the use of the general locative preposition plus

the associative noun phrase. If however, the N2 is [+ animate]
the class associative marker is replaced by gé, (28) illustrates
this:

(28) @ tu nd wul 'on a person‘6
g s& nd wul 'in front of a person'
T s3s nd {whl 'under a person/goat’
bzi

If N2 is [-animate], the regular associative markers are used.
ﬂé would be ungrammatical.

(29) 3 tu {*né:} cd 'on a chair'
a
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(29) 3 tu *nd kun 'on a bed’
3

a tu {%né}_ mu 'on water'
L]
=]

In an alternative construction to that in (28), the N1 exchanges
positions with N2 but without change of meaning. The rule can be
formulated as follows:

(29) Loc [NI + aM + N2] =+ [Loc + N2] + [Loc + N1]

The examples in 30 are of this new construction.

= L —_— —_—

(30) a wul @ tu 'on a person'
a wul 3 st& 'in front of a person'
3 wil T s3s 'under a person'

However, it seems that by fronting N2, emphatic focus is placed
on it. Note also that the associative Qé_ which occurs in (28)
disappears in (30) by virtue of rule (29).

To come back to the inherently locative nouns (cf. 1.2), if
these items are placed in the same associative construction as in
(28) the following locative expressions are the result:

(31) T-bam° nd wul 'behind a person'

I-bame { {ndd 'behind a \housel
f8-ka? tree

a nteynd (ndo 'inside/in a (house/ '
fa-ka? tree

3 ngun ngO . } 'near a house}'
fo-ka? tree

a mfayls (ndo 'between {houses( °
f3-ka’ trees

The patterning of data here, to say the least, is complicated.

In the first example, the presence of an N2 [+ animate] induces
the occurrence of nd. The morpheme 1 in the second example

is a class 5 associative concord prefix and in the remaining ex-
amples we have the class 9 associative marker, a floating low tone
which does not surface in these cases.

5.5 OTHER CONCORDS

Locative constructions with other concord types do not reveal
any special agreement when compared with the non-locative. 1In
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the examples below,

locative.

(32)

(35)

Concord with "CERTAIN'

ndo 1-1itéyn
el.9:house 9-certain

3 ndc 1i-iitéyn
Prep cl.9:house 9-certain

3 ndo-s3 [{téyn
Prep house-cl.10
el,10:certain

Concord with "WHICH"

% .
I-14° i-ka

S5-country S5-which

I-13° 1-ka
in: 5-country S5-which

3 t4-13 tdka
Prep 13-country 13-which

concord with "ADJECTIVES"

a-f6 a-fimnd
7-thing 7-black

a-fo a-fimné
on:7-thing 7-black

5fwo a-fimné
on:8-thing 8-black

Concord with "ALL"

_— %
ndo 1i-jim

el.9:house 9-all

3 ndo 1i-jim
Prep el.9:house 9-all
3 ndo-sd jiIm
Prep house-cl.10-all

(32)a is non-locative,

(32)b and (32)c are

'a certain house'

'in a certain house'

'in certain houses'

'which country?'

'in which country?'

'in which countriesg?'

'a black thing'

'on a black thing'

'on black things'

*all the house'

'in all the house'

'in all the houses'
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(36) Concord with "NUMERALS

a. ndo-sd bod 'two houses'
house~cl.10 two

b. 3 ndo-sd bo 'in two houses'
Prep house-cl.10 two

It will be noted in the above examples that the locative preposition
‘i is used without restriction whether the noun is singular or plu-
ral. Notice also the operation of the locative a- deletion rule
(4) in examples (33)b and (34)c. Secondly, if determined by a rela-
tive clause all the locative cases above must be followed by the
locative pronoun Yea as a relative since the immediate referrent
in each is a locative noun phrase.

6. LOCATIVE QUESTIONS

When asking questions about the location of a person or thing,
two specific locative question words are used: ba and WO .

6.1 THE INTERROGATIVE PREDICATIVE ba

This particle ba occurs finally in simple questions of the
form N + QH. Example (37) is illustrative.

(37)a. ngdn ba '"Where is Ngong?'
Ngong QH
b. wu ba 'Where is he?"'
he QH
c. *wu (ni) ba '"Where (will he be)
ti was he?'

he (F2) QH
P3}

Examples (37)a and (37)b show that the tone on ba can be influ-

enced by that on the preceding noun. 1In (37)c ba 1is disallowed

in the future and past tenses while it is grammatical with present
tense meaning in (37)a and b. There is therefore evidence in (37)
that the interrogative ba is locative, predicative and only used
when time referrence is to the present.

6.2 THE INTERROGATIVE WO

Unlike ba, WO occurs in the construction with the form
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verb
* {C§; } + OQH. The tone of wo is influenced by the preceding
tone:
(38)a. ngdn nan ya | wo 'Where is Ngong?'
*ba
Ngong Pr2 Cop GH

b. ngdn ndu WO 'Where has Ngong gone to?'
Ngong Prl:go €H

c. ngam yuin a-kdn 'Where has Ngam bought
Ngam Prl:buy cl.6-beans beans?'
le)
GH

The above examples show that WS ‘'where?' can be used with the co-
pula xﬁ_ 'to be'? or any verb. In such constructions Eé, 'where?'
takes the place of a locative prepositional phrase. We notice that
in (37)c wd 'where?' appears with a long vowel. In fact we can
have either (a)wbé, 3 wéa or a wéo. The initial a may be the
locative a. As for the final a (or the lengthening of the vo-
wel ©0) it may be a question particle. (39) below illustrates

another use of the question particle a:

(39)a. ngam yu n wé 3-kin-a 'Where has Ngam
Ngam Prl:buy where bought beans?'
cl.6-beans—-QH: Part

b. ngam ydin men a-kdn-a 'Has Ngam bought beans?'
Ngam Prl:buy Comp cl.6-
beans-@QH:Part

6.3 DEMONSTRATIVES IN ANSWERS TO LOCATIVE QUESTIONS

Answers to the locative questions indicated in section 6,1 above
reveal an interesting pattern of locative expressions in Kom. Thus
a question such as (40)a elicits typically the response in (40)b.

(40)a. ngdn ba 'Where is Ngong?'
Ngong where

b. ngdn wen 'Here is Ngong'
Ngong Dem ("This is Ngong)'
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In (40)b weén, which follows the subject NP, is the noun class 1
demonstrative. Since wdn in (40)b patterns in the same way as

ba in (40)a, which was analyzed earlier (6.1) as a predicate, the
demonstrative marker Eéﬂ can also be analyzed as predicative. All
Kom #noun class demonstratives fit into this construction (N + Dem)°.
By contrast, locative adverbial phrases or the locative demonstratives
are unacceptable in this construction as seen in (41).

(41)a. *pgdn a  féyn 'Here is Ngong.'
Ngong Prep here
b. *ngén yayn 'Here is Ngong.'
Ngong Dem

Instead, locative adverbs require the copula xﬁ_, as seen in (42).

(42) ngdén nen yé a féyn 'Ngong is here.'
Ngong Pr2 be Prep here ‘

By contrast, demonstratives whether locative or non-locative are
not allowed after the copula xé (43) .

(43) *ngdn nun y& wen 'Ngong is this.'!
Ngong Pr2 be cl.1:this

7. CONCLUSION

In conclusion we can say that there are traces of Proto-Bantu
locative classes in the adverbial phrases, the locative pronouns
and in the concords of some constructions such as the demonstrative
and the relative constructions.
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FOOTNOTES

1
I am grateful to J. Leroy and J. Watters for kindly reading through earlier drafts of
this paper. Their suggestions have been very useful.

2The transcription in this paper follows the IPA. Tone is represented as follows:
high (*), mid (), lowmid (‘¢), low ('), rising ('), and falling *.

Abbreviations: tenses include: Pl = Past tense 1, P2 = Past temse 2, P3 = Past tense 3,
P4 = Past tense 4, Prl = Present tense 1, Pr2 = Present tense 2, F1 = Future tense 1,
F2 = Future tense 2 (Chia 1982); others are: NCL = Noun Class, N = Noun, Prep = Prep-
osition, Loc = Locative, AM = Assoclative Marker, Dem = Demonstrative, Pro = Pronoun,
Rel = Relative Pronoun, DPro = Dummy Pronoun, QH = Question, Cop = Copula, Int = In-
tensifier, Part = Particle, Comp = Complementation.

3This preposition carries a mid tone which, most probably is an underlying high:
[3)«/4/. When this preposition follows a verb in the imperative mood, it takes the
floating high tone of imperative utterances:

(a) 2f & ndd (b) ndi & ndo
enter Prep house go Prep house
‘enter the house!' 'go to the house!'

4'I'he data indicated here with asterisks come from Guthrie (1971) and Meeussen (1969).
5There is a clear semantic and syntactic relation between 5ntﬁxn5 and teyn.

GThese pronoun forms, except for purposes of emphasis, may be omitted in surface
structure.

TTha expressions in (28) could have the literal meaning, for example: 'on the head
of a person' etc.

815 'to be' is also used for identificiation, description, and for predicating exis-
tence: & nin yé md ‘it is me', ngdn nbn yd wul jup 'Ngong is a nice person’,

tdylnifd nun yu 'God is'.

gas pointed out to me by J. Leroy, demonstratives are used in the same way in Mankon.



