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THE EXPRESSION OF
THE LOCATIVE SEMANTIC FUNCTION
IN (WESTERN) EJAGHAM

JoHN R, WATTERS
Summer Institute of Linguistics, Yacundé, Cameroon

This study of locative expressions in Eﬁaghm#1£360mposed of
two sections: a descriptive and a comparative section. The
descriptive section includes discussions on nouns, adverbs,
interrogatives, prepositions and verbs which express loca-
tion. The comparative section underlines two important points
1) the correspondence between the moun nhgim 'places' and
the Proto-Bantu *ku-(j)lima, and 2) correspondences between
the adverbs and the interrogatives in Ejagham and locative
agreements in Proto-Bantu.

Cette étude de l'expression de la localisation en ejagham se
compose de deux sections: une section descriptive et une sec-—
tion comparative. La section descriptive inclut des discus-—
sions sur les noms, les adverbes, les interrogatifs, les pré-
positions et les verbes qui expriment la localisation. La
section comparative souligne deux points importants:1) la
correspondance entre le nom ngim 'endroits' et le proto-
bantou *ku-(j)ima, et 2) des correspondances entre les ad-
verbes et les interrogatifs en ejagham et les accords loca-
tifs en proto-bantou.

0. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this paper is to provide a comprehensive over-
view of the various ways in which the locative semantic notion is
expressed in Ejagham, an Ekoid Bantu language of Cameroon and
Nigeria, and to link the formal expression of location with cer-
tain Proto-Bantu forms as discussed in Meeussen (1967) and Greégoire
(1975). The expression of the locative semantic function in
Ejagham has already been discussed to some extent in Watters (1980)
and (1981). In Watters (1980), the major concern was with identify-
ing relics of the Proto-Bantu locative noun classes rather than with
identifying any formal correlates of the locative semantic function
in general. As such, only the locative adverbs were discussed. By
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contrast, in Watters (1981) an extensive presentation of the various
formal correlates of the locative function were given. Some of these
same correlates will be presented here, but in this case the presen-
tation follows a formal rather than a semantic outline. In addition,
certain supplementary facts relevant to a comparative study of the
locative function in Bantu and Bantoid will also be included in this
present study which have not been given before.

In section 1, the various formal means of expressing location in
Ejagham are presented with data primarily from the Western Ejagham
dialect. 1In section 2, various points of correspondence between the
formal expression of location in Ejagham and its formal expression
in Proto-Bantu are discussed.

1. THE SYNCHRONIC EXPRESSION OF THE
LOCATIVE SEMANTIC FUNCTION

i.1 THE LOCATIVE NOUN

The locative noun has both a singular and plural form which com-
prise one of the rare cases of suppletion in the language. These
are given in (1).

(1) a. e- Jiz 'place’ (class 5)
b. N-glm ‘places’ {class 9)

The singular in (1)a has the class five prefix g- and the root

—J&, This root does not appear to correspond in : any regular sense
to the Proto-Bantu root ﬁ;}uma 'thing, place' (Meeussen 1969:22).
The plural in (1)b has the class nine prefix N-, which is a homor-
ganic nasal, and the root =-glm. This root does appear to corres-
pond to the root *(j)Uma 'thing' in Proto-Bantu and also to the
root for 'thing' in Ejagham, as seen in (2).

(2) a. e-jim 'thing’
b. i-yim 'things’'

The difference between the initial consonants in -gim 'places'
and -j0m 'thing' can be attributed historically to the inclusion
within the root of an earlier prefix consonant. This will be dis-
cussed further in 2.

If the locative nominal serves as the head of a relative clause,
then the relative pronoun is that of noun class 5 or 9, depending on
whether the head noun is singular or plural. There is never a loca-
tive resumptive pronoun in a relative clause as is shown by the
derivation of (3a) from (3b).
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(3) a. e-ji d-ji N-jI a-di-'{ o-ran ob-¢
5~place THAT-5 REL-5 3ps:PFV-eat-SF 14-fufu 14-3ps
'that place where he ate his fufu'
b. a-di o-ran ob-§ k¥ €-j¢ d-ji
3ps:PFV-eat 14-fufu 14-3ps at 5-place THAT-5
'he ate his fufu at that place’

1.2 THE LOCATIVE ADVERBS

There are two sets of locative adverbs in Ejagham, one indicat-
ing specific location and another indicating general location.
Within each set there is a three way distinction as to distance:
'proximate', 'distal' and 'far distal’'.

(4) Specific location General location
proximate Tfé Qgé
distal afo ago
far distal mfd Ag3

The forms in (4) can be further analyzed as follows:

(5) a. prefix of addressee orientation

N=- 'not proximate to addressee’
a- 'potentially proximate to addressee'

b. locative root

-f- 'specific location'
-g- 'general location'

c. affixes of speaker orientation

-3 plus - 'proximate to speaker'
L tone on prefix

-5/5 plus 'not proximate to speaker'

H tone on prefix (suffix tone indicates
relative distance from
speaker)

The synchronic analysis of the adverbs in (5) is distinct from
the synchronic analysis of the demonstratives. However, there is
a transparent relationship between the form and meaning of these
adverbs and the form and meaning of the demonstratives, indicating
that these locative adverbs derive from earlier demonstratives.
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Compare the demonstratives of classes 2 and 5 shown in (6) with the
locative adverbs in (4).

(6) Noun class 2 Noun class 5
proximate mba nji
distal aba aji
far distal mbé nji

The difference between the adverbs in (4) and the demonstratives
in (6) can be attributed to the fact that the adverbs represent an

older historical stage in the development of demonstratives, while
the present day demonstratives have continued to undergo various
changes in the final vowels, involving partial paradigmatic level-
ing of the specific morphological marking as to speaker orientation.
The demonstratives can be analyzed as follows:

(7) a. prefix of addressee orientation

N- 'not proximate to addressee’
a- ‘'potentially proximate to addressee'

b. concord root according to noun class

=C¥

€. prefixal tone of speaker orientation

L tone on prefix 'proximate to speaker’

H tone on prefix 'not proximate to speaker'
(suffix tone indicates
relative distance from
speaker)

The prefix of 'addressee orientation' is identical in the locative
adverbs and demonstratives. However, instead of having a locative
root, the demonstratives simply have a concord root. In addition,
the affixes indicating 'speaker orientation' have been reduced on
demonstratives to the tone of the demonstrative prefix.

It should be noted that these forms are in general found through-
out the Ejagham area but in some dialects the number of forms has
been reduced to fewer than the six forms shown in (4). In addition,
the southern area of Eastern Ejagham (known as Obang) does not have
the @&- prefix on the distal forms. Instead, the forms are ié
and k& rather than 3fo and 3&go.

It is not possible to form a relative clause with a locative
adverb as the head. Instead, the locative adverb must be further
modified by the propositional clause kd g-ji 'in the place'.
This is demonstrated by the relative clause in (8a) which is
derived from the sentence in (8b).
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(8) a. afo k¥ €-j  n-ji 4-di-'{
THERE at S-place REL-5 3pp:PFV-eat—CF
'there at the place where they ate!

b. &-di afo
3pp:PFV-eat THERE
'they ate there’

1.3 THE LOCATIVE INTERROGATIVES

The locative interrogative has a simple form, a complex form and
an adjectival form. The simple form involves the interrogative
word Iéﬂ. 'where?' and can be used in both copular and verbal sen-
tences as seen in (9).

(9) a. £€-di ej-amé é-ri'’ fén
b5—-food 5-my  5-be  where?
'where is my food?"

b. a-nam-¢'’ bi-yu &-bi  f3n
3ps : PFV=buy—CF 8-yam that-8 where?
'where did she buy those yams?'

In (9a) fan has a high tone due to the preceding high tone of
-ri'’ 'be'. 1In (9b) the 'CF' suffix is an affix required in all
interrogative word questions involving the perfective verb form.
Nete that the locative interrogative word occurs in the same syn-
tactic position as the locative adverbial phrase. Thus, an answer
to (9b) would be that in (10).

(10) a-nam-¢'” k& &-gam
3ps: PFV-buy-CF at 14-market
'she bought (them) at the market'

The complex form of the locative interrogative is derived from
the adjectival interrogative bagé—" 'which?' and the noun £-ji
'place': bag(a)—g—'i 'where?' This complex form has a specific
locative meaning, namely, 'which specific place?'. It can be sub-
stituted for iéﬂ. in the examples in (9).

There is also a set of adjectival interrogatives which function
as part of the overall noun class system. These interrogatives
consist of a concord root which has a high tone, and a complex
affix consisting of a low tone nasal prefix & and a low tone suffix ne.
Consider the forms in example (11) overleaf. The difference be-
tween this interrogative form and the two discussed above is that
the forms in (11) ask 'where is that specific referent of the term
located?’'. An example of these adjectival interrogatives is given
in (12). Note that it is always used with the copular sense
'where is ..X..?7'
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(11) Noun Class Locative Adjectival Interrogative

N-nyd-ne
N-ba-ng
N-ma-ne
N-j3-ne
N-ma-ne
N-bd-ne
N-nyd-ne
N-bd-ne
N-fd-ne

Wik O O00Wmwh =

-

(12) 3-n5d N-nenkd€; N-nenkdé N-ny3-ne
3pp:PFV-search 1-woman;  1-woman LOC:INT-1-LOC:INT
'They searched for the woman. Where was that woman?'

Although the forms in (11) are adjectival they can also be used
pronominally as in (13b). This is a response to -(13a) which di-
rected the person to look for the money in the house, but the
speaker in (13b) has been unable to locate it, so he uses (13b).
However, note that he could just as well use the general locative
as in (13c).

» ’

(13) a. N-t{  d-mi N-di'‘kd N-ju
3-money that-3 3-be in 9-house
'the money is in the house'

b. N-md-ne
LoC: INT-3-LOC: INT
'where is it (the money)?'
r
c. n-t{  wn-di'’ fan
3-money 3-be  where?
'Where is the money?'

1.4 THE LOCATIVE PREPOSITIONS

There are three types of locative prepositions in Ejagham: the
simple preposition, the derived preposition, and the denominal pre-
position.

1.4.1 The stmple preposition

The simple preposition Eé is used as a general locative pre-
position with the various meanings 'in, at, to, on, from, etc., "
but only with non-animate nouns. Consider the following examples:

(14) a. a-ri  ka N-ju
3ps—be at 9-house
'he is at the house’
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b. a-ki-j¥ k& N-ju
3ps—CONT-go to 9-house
'she is going to the house'

r
c. a-dd kd N-ju
3ps—come:out from 9-house
'he came out from the house'

d. a-ki o-ran k3 €-ti
3ps:PFV-place:keep 14-fufu on 5-tree
'she kept the fufu on the table’

The specific locative meaning derives from the semantics of the
verb with which it co-occurs. Consider the following partial list
in which the preposition in the gloss is consistently represented
by the one Ejagham preposition _bé.

(15) a. =ji Ka... 'go to..."
b. -bd ka&... 'come to...'
c -re¢t ka... 'come out from...'
d. -gy€ ka... 'enter in...'
e. -ki KA... 'keep on/in..."
f. -kdg kd... ‘put inside...'
g. —cin k3... 'pass by..."

If this general locative preposition is used with an animate,
non-human noun it indicates a transformation into that animal.
However, such a prepositional construction cannot follow a verb of
motion, nor can this preposition be used with a human object.

(16) a. y& a-ri ki N-jog
3ps 3ps-be at 9-elephant
'he is (transformed into) an elephant’

b. y¢ a-chédbe k3 ﬁ—gbe
3ps 3ps:PFV-turn to 9-leopard
'he turned into a lecpard’

c. *a-ki-jI k& A-fon
3ps—-CONT-go at 9-buffalo
'he is going to the buffalo’

d. *y€ a-ri kd Sébi
3ps 3ps—be at Obi
'he is (transformed into) Obi'

This general locative preposition is also used to mark infini-
tive phrases for indicating purpose and also noun phrases expres-
sing temporal concepts borrowed from English. This latter case
indicates that it is probably a calque in such expressions, serving
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as a copy of the locative prepositions used in English for these same
temporal concepts. These concepts include reference to hours of the
day, days of the week and months of the year. It should also be
noted that the causal marker between clauses is identical in form to
this locative preposition and may very well be thought of as the lo-
cative prepcosition with an extended meaning similar to Zm in English
in a construction like 'I did one thing in that another thing was

the case.'

The simple preposition mba , which can be used to mark indirect
objects, is also used as a general locative preposition. Unlike 5§J
this preposition can be used with human, animate and non-animate
nouns. With human nouns it means 'chez' or 'at the person's place'.
If the human object of the preposition is specified by a pronoun,
then the possessive pronouns of noun class 9 are used. Consider
the follwing examples of mbd in which it occurs with both nouns
and pronouns specifying humans.

(17) a. a-ki-ji mbéd N-tem ow-¢
3ps-CONT-go to I-friend 1-3ps
'he is going to his friend's'

b. a-ri'’ mbd ey-¢&
3ps-be at  9-3ps:POSS
'they are at his (place)'

If this preposition is used with animate, non-human nouns, it
maintains the same meaning and the animate noun is interpreted as
either being personified or being someone's proper name.

(18) N-ki jI mbd n-jog
Ips=CONT-go to 9-elephant
'I am going to Elephant's place'

If this preposition is used with non-animate nouns, whether con-
crete or abstract, it contrasts with k& in the following ways.
First, Eé is used with specific locations and definite noun
phrases, while mgé is basically used with non-specific locations
and indefinite or generic noun phrases (and only in certain cases
accepted with definite noun phrases). This contrast is exemplified
in (19).

(19) a. a-ki-ji mbd N-sin
Sps—CONT-go to 9-mango
'he is going to some mango trees'

b. *a-ki-ji  mbd N-sin da-nyi
3ps-CONT-go to 9-mango THAT-9
'he is going to those mango trees'



(19) c. *a-ki-jI mbd o-sip (3-bi)
3ps—-CONT-go to  14-mango (THAT-14)
'he is going to the/(that) mango tree'

d. a-ki-ji mba a-kem (*3-ma)
dps—-CONT-go to  6-tapping
'he is going (palm wine) tapping’
*'he is going to that tapping®

(20) a. *a-ki-ji ki N-sin
3ps—CONT-go to 8-mango
'he is going to some mango trees'

b. a-ki-ji kd N-sin d-nyi
3ps-CONT~-go to 9-mango THAT-9
'he is going to those mango trees'

c. a-ki-ji k8 o-sip (4-bi)
3ps=CONT-go to 14-mango (THAT-14)
'he is going to the/(that) mango tree'’

d. a-ki-j{ kd a-kem (3-ma)
3ps-CONT-go to 6-tapping
'he is going (palm wine) tapping'
'he is going to that tapping'

61

Secondly, while k& is used with proximate locations, mbd is used
with distal locations. If a person lives in the capital city and is

51mply returning to his house within the city, he or she would say
N-ki-j¥ k8§ N-ju 'I'm going to (my) house'; but if the person is

leaving the capltal city to return to his or her village, they would

say N-ki-jimbdN-ji 'I'm going to (my) house'

Historically and perhaps synchronically, this preposition may
derive from the noun N-bd ‘'road' and the associative low tone:
N-bd + +'EE§: But it may also represent an analogical change
of an areal ba meaning 'chez' to mba on the basis of N-bd
meaning 'road' or 'way to'

1.4.2 The derived preposition

There are two derived locative prepositions which are formed by
two nouns in an associative relationship:

(21) a. N-bd ' N-jem - Nbd-njem
9-road AM 9-back
'behind (lit: 'road-of-back')

b. N-b(d) * o-chi » nNb(a)-3chi
3-road AM 14-face
'in front (lit: 'road-of-face')
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In addition, there are six derived locative prepositions which
are formed from the simple preposition Eé‘ and various nouns. In
most cases the basic meaning of the noun is non-locative. The only
exceptions are the nouns in (22a) e-tim, which always carries the
locative meaning ‘inside', and (22b) E-ré , which always means
'outside'. Note that in each case the noun maintains its basic
shape of a noun prefix and root.

(22) a. ki e-tim - k(a)-&t'im

at S-instide 'inside of'
b. ki é-ré > k(a)=Ere

k& é-yat'ég k(a)-gydtég

at S-outside/5-outside ‘outside of'
c. k3 N-jem -> ka-N jom

at 9-back 'behind’
d. k¥ 3-s3'° + k(a)-3s3'’

at 14-sky, heaven 'on top of, above'
e. k3 3-sédé > k(a)-3sédé

at 14-lower:place 'below, underneath'
£. k3 N-kpe - ka-ﬁkpe

at 9-side 'beside"
g. k3 e-bdd - k(a)-€bad

at b-section, half 'to the side of"
h. k3 €-tinanti >  k(a)-€tinanti

at &-middle, center 'in the middle of'
i. k& o-b5rim - k(za) -3barim

at 14-hand:male 'to the right hand of'
j. k8 o-bikaE€ +  k(a)-dbokae

at 14-hand:female 'to the left hand of'

The vowel in parentheses in (21) and (22) is deleted, and the tonal
changes indicated are regular changes within the language.

For each of the derived prepositions in (21) and (22) the ob-
ject noun stands in an associative relationship with the noun of
the preposition, as is demonstrated by (23).

(23) a. vyé& a-ri k(a)-ft'im i N-ju
3ps 3ps—-be in-5:inside  AM house
'she is inside of the house’
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(23) b. c3n ka-Njem i N-jd
go:IMPER at-9:back AM $-house
'go behind the house!'’

1.4.3 The denominal preposition

There is one denominal preposition in Ejagham. 1In this case, the
noun N-jam ‘'back' becomes the preposition N-jsm 'on the other
side of' as in the expressions in (24). 1In each case the denominal
preposition and the object noun are in an associative relationship.

(24) a. a-ri N-jem ' a-ya
3ps—be 9-back AM 6-river
'she is on the other side of the river'

b. jén N-jom i N-bd d-nyi
walk:IMPER 9-back AM 9-road THAT-9
'walk on the other side of the road’

1.5 VERBS TO EXPRESS LOCATION

Certain locative notions are expressed primarily by verbs (or
adverbs). The verbs include -kpidi 'to be near', -rdb 'to be
long, far from' and -féd 'to be around something'. The verb
-kpidi 'to be near' is used with the general locative preposition
(1.4.1) as in (25).

(25) a-kpidi ka N-ju
3ps:PFV-be:near at 9-house
'he is near (to) the house'

However, this verb root can be reduplicated to derive an adverbial
kpid{-kpidf ‘'near, or close to'. It is used with the commitative
and instrumental preposition na 'with' as in (26).

(26) a-ri  kpidi-kpi{d{ na N-ji
Sps—-be near with 9-house
'he is near (to) the house'

The verb root -rdb ‘'to be long, far from' is used with N-bd

—

'road' as the subject and the general locative kd as in (27).

(27) a-ri N-bd a-rab ka r&—ju
Sps—be 9-road 9:PFT-be:long at 9-house
'he is far from the house!

The verb root -fsd 'to be arocund something' is also used with
the general locative k3 as in (28).
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(28) N-nyd a-fad k(a) &-ti
9-snagke 9:PFT-be:around at 5—tree
‘the snake is (wrapped) around the tree'’

With neither of these verb roots is it possible to derive an adver-
bial form by reduplicating the verb root.

1.6 EVIDENCE FOR SYNCHRONIC LOCATIVE CLASS CONCORD

There are no locative classes in Ejagham and there are no special
concords, as distinct from the concorxds of the other noun classes,
used with locative expressions. Thus, there is no evidence in the
synchronic concord system for earlier locative noun classes of the
Proto=-Bantu form.

The general rule governing concord with locatives is that either
the concord used is that of noun class 5 or it is-that which agrees
with the object noun. The noun class 5 concord is also used to in-
dicate indefinite subjects. Compare the following three sentences
and the subject concord used in the verb. (A table of the noun
classes and their concords is given in the appendix.)

(29) a. e-ji N-ji ¢-ri"'nono
5-place this-5 &6-be fine
‘this place is fine'

b. &4fo €-ri'’nono
there 5-be fine
! (over) there is fine'

’ I r

c. E=ri' nono
5-be fine
'it is fine'

In (29a) the verb agrees with the noun class of the subject noun
e-jY ‘'place'. TIn (29b) the locative adverb also takes class 5
agreement on the verb. Finally, in (29¢c) class 5 verb concord is
used to indicate an indefinite subject 'it'.

With nouns in locative expressions, their normal concords are
used even though they are locative. Compare the following expres=
sions:

(30) a. o-bd ob-a 'your hand'
14-hand 14-your

b. k(a) 3-bo ob-a 'in your hand'
in  14-hand 14-your
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(31) a. N-glm &-nyi 'those places'
9-place that-9

b. k(a) 5-s3'’ N-gum &-nyi
at  14-sky 9-place that-9  'above those places'

By comparing both (30a) and (31a) with (30b) and (31b), respectively,
it can be seen that although the nouns have been placed in locative
expressions, their concord does not change, even with the root -ggg
'place' which is cognate with what Meeussen (1967:103) calls a 'loca-
tive' stem which historically took locative prefixes and concords.

1.7 THE VERB 'to be' AND THE EXPRESSION OF LOCATION

There are three verb roots which serve as copulas in Ejagham:

Tﬁif 'i_é and -kumi. The last one basically means 'to sit down',
and the latter two can be fully inflected for all.moods and aspects
and persons. What interests us here is the first ‘root because, al-
though it is not inflected like the other roots, it has two distinct
forms which wvary according to the semantics of the copulative expres-
sion. This root —r1 is basically used in present and past situa-
tions, being unable to co-occur with the future marker __Q

The two distinct forms of -ri divide as follows. One form is
used for showing class membership ('the cobra is a snake') and for
identification ('that boy is the thief'). The other form is used
for description ('he is fine'), existence ('there is a king of
France'), association ('Charles is with Diana'), possession ('the
book is mine') and location ('the money is there'). The first form
is invariant in that there is no verbal agreement with the noun
class of the subject, while the second form has a subject-verb
agreement and has the tone forms for a small sub-set of stative
verbs. In addition, the semantic distinctions reflected by these
two forms are maintained in the negative in that there is one nega-
tive, a51g for class membership and description, while there is
another negative, can, for all of the other semantic categories.
Compare the following sentences.

(32) a. o-k3m a-ri o-ny3
14-python SM-be 14-snake
'pythons are snakes'

b. o-kdm asig
14-python NEG:IDENT
'they are not pythons'

(33) a. o-k3m S-riv’ 4fa
14-python 14-be  there
'the pythons are there’
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(33) b. o-kdm cén afa
14-python NEG:EXIST there
'the pythons are not there'

In (32a) there is no agreement between the verb and the subject.
The rone is low on both the prefix and root. By contrast, in (33a)
the verb and subject agree. In this case the tone of the copula
varies between a H-H'H for all noun classes but 1 and 9, and L-IH
for classes 1 and 2 and first and second persons. It should be
noted that this distinction in the positive forms is somewhat un-
stable in that some speakers are not sure which form to use in a
sentence like (32a) once they stop to reflect on it. But in the
negative there is no such uncertainty. The uses of each of the
two negative forms are well defined for and consistent throughout
the entire Ejagham speaking community.

2. CORRESPONDENCES BETWEEN EJAGHAM AND PROTO-BANTU
2.1 THE LOCATIVE NOUN

As mentioned in section 1.1, the noun n“gﬁm ‘places' might be
derived from the PB noun *ku-(j)Uma by a four step process. First,
the consonant of the prefix became fused with the root, producing
an intermediate form *k(ma. Secondly, by analogy to the structure
of all other nouns in the language, *Egmg was assigned a prefix,
in this case a nasal prefix. Thirdly, the root initial consonant
k assimilated to the voicing of the nasal, resulting in the voiced
velar g. Finally, the root final a was deleted, a common his-
torical process in Ejagham.

A similar process has occurred in the plural form for 'things'
in certain dialects. 1In one area the plural is N-bim [mbim] "things'
which was probably derived through the following steps: bi-Uma -
bi-imd > -bima > m-bimd -+ m-bim.

However, there is a problem with deriving N-gim 'places' with
the above four step process. The problem is found in the third
step: namely, that there is no evidence for a voicing of Proto-
Bantu stops following a nasal prefix. The nouns N-k3g ‘'fowl' and
N-kd¢ ‘'wife', for example, have retained their original devoiced

velar stop k. Furthermore, in section 1.2 it was noted that the
reflexes of the class 17 demonstratives all have a voiced velar g
as concord rather than the voiceless E, This voiced velar reflex

for class 17 is also found in languages outside the Ekoid group,

such as in the Grassfields Bantu languages like Kom and Mankon (in
this volume). This latter fact suggests that there may have been
a fairly early shift in the class 17 prefix and concord from *ku
to something like *gu in the northwest Bantu border area. Such
an early shift would account for its distribution within the area
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and its otherwise anomalous occurrence in Ejagham. If this shift
is accepted then the third step in the above process would be the
initial step, followed then by steps one, two and four.

. Note that the origin of g-ji 'place' as the singular form of
n—gﬁm is not clear. However, it does bear a striking resemblance
to the Mundani root a-dzi ‘place®.

2.2 THE LOCATIVE ADVERBS AND INTERROGATIVES

In the presentation of the locative adverbs in section 1.2 it
was noted how they parallel the forms of demonstratives in the
present-day noun classes of Ejagham. This parallelism suggests
that the locative adverbs derive from the demonstratives of the
earlier locative noun classes 16 and 17. Those forms with the
concord consonant f derive from 16 while those with g derive
from 17.

Further evidence of these locative classes comes from the loca-
tive interrogative fdn ‘'where?'. This form is part of a set of
interrogatives: fin ‘'where?', JEN 'what?' and ndn ‘'how?',
Each of these forms : appears to have derived from an 1nterrogat1ve
root (a}n and a class prefix, e.g. fa-. The prefixes rep-
resent classes 5 (*1i- > je-) 11 (*du- + n(u)-) and 16 (*pa- + fa).
Thus, the locative class 16 is again attested in the language.

One last point on interrogatives concerns the forms like Njéne
'where is it? (class 5 item)'. This form (along with those from
the other noun classes) could be segmented as follows: N-jo-ne
which could derive from *N-ji-(i)ne, where the initial nasal
prefix was followed by the concord element and a locative suffix.
This locative suffix is reminiscent of the locative suffix -ine
found among eastern Bantu languages (Meeussen 1967:103; Gregersen
1967:31-34) . Although it is argued that -ine is an innovation
on the part of the eastern Bantu languages and not a Proto-Bantu
feature, it is significant that a morpheme of the shape ne, ne
or N9 with a locative meaning is frequently found in this north-
west Bantu border area: for example, in Ejagham as part of the lo-
cative interrogative, in Kom as the locative associative marker
before human nouns, and in Mundani as part of an interrogative
locative with the nhe probably carrying the sense of 'side, or
place'.

2.3 THE PREPOSITIONS

In Watters (1980:121) it was suggested that the general locative
preposition k5 might have derived from a nominal construction
like 'inside of ', where 'inside' in PB is *-katé. Thus, the
correspondence would be k5 * kate, a correspondence which is sup-
ported by the following additional correspondences:
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Proto-Bantu

Ejagham
-yat -yd 'to split'’
-kgta -ké oil'
-kdta -kd 'head pad'

As can be seen, Ejagham has undergone the loss of the final t
the final syllable fta.

the Proto-Bantu root for

and
Semantically, it is not surprising to find
'inside' serving in the place of locative
class 18 since they are semantically closely related in that both
include the notion of contact between two items.

The use of mba
‘there (anaphoric)'’
form bd 'chez' in
Whether these three

to mean 'chez' is similar to the form mba
in Yamba (cf. Leroy, this volume), and the
Anvang (S. Abangma, persconal communication).
are historically related is not yet clear.



APPENDIX
3
Table of Noun Classes

and their Generalized Concords

PB NP Concord Concord
Class Consconant Tone

1 N- w/ny '

2 a- b ’

3 N- m !

5 £- J ’

6 a- m ’

8 bi- b ’

9 N- y/ny '
14 o= b ’

19 i- f i
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FOOTNOTES

1T'he Ejagham language is spoken by about 80,000 people in Cameroon and Nigeria. The
language is located within the triangle formed by Mamfe {(Cameroon) at one corner and
Tkom and Calabar (Nigeria) at the other two corners. The language consists of three
major dialects listed in Watters (1981) as Western, Eastern and Southern Ejagham.

This study specifically concerns the Western dialect, and more specifically the
Etung-Ekwe sub-dialect spoken around Eyumojok (Cameroon). There are numerous Ejagham
people who have made this study possible, but I would like to thank especially Patrick
Etta Etta and Raphael Ayamba Nkiri of Eyumojok, and Peter Tambe-Nchinge of Mfuni for
their patient help. I would alsc like to thank the General Delegation for Scientific
and Technical Research, the Institute of Human Sciences, and the Center for Anthropo-
logical Studies and Research for permitting the research upon which this study is based.

2'I't:):'m is marked as follows: = is high tone, is falling tone, ¥ is rising tone
and " is downstepped high tone. Low tone is left unmarked, and fall}nq-t.o-mid
tone is indicated by a high tonme followed by a downstepped high tone “’.

a

3'Ihe noun classes and their concord affixes are listed here for reference purposes.
See Watters (1980) for more detailed discussion. These classes are numbered to corres-

pond to the Proto-Bantu noun classes (Meeussen 1967:97-98) . -



