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LOCATIVES IN AKJJSE (BAKOSSI)

ROBERT HEDINGER
Summer Institute of Linguistics, Yaoundé, Cameroon

This article presents Locative expressions in Aksose (Bantu
language A. 15b, spoken in Cameroon). It is divided into two parts:

The first part is a synchronic description of the locative
elements and their functions: the locative marker, locative
adverbs, the consecutive particle, the use of the element até
"in' in lexical formations, the locative interrogative pronoun,
ete. Then, the concord of locative expressions is related to
the general concord system, which shows evidence of the exis-—
tence of locative possessive adjectives.

In the second part, the elements already describedare con-
stdered from the historical point of view. A certain mnumber
of hypotheses are proposed which remain to be eonfirmed in
the future.

Cet article présente les expressions de localisation en akoose
(langue bantoue A.15b, parlée au Cameroun). Il est divisé en
deux parties:

La premiére partie est une description synehronique des
éléments de localisation et de leurs fonetions: Ila marque de
localisation, les adverbes de lieu, la particule de comsécu-
tivisation, l'usage de 1'élément #t& 'dans' dans des expres-
sions lexicales, le pronom locatif interrogatif, etc. Ensuite,
l'accord des expressions de localisation est mis en relation
avec le systéme d'accord en général, ce qut met en évidence
L'existence d'adjectifs possessifs locatifs.

Dans la deuxiéme partie, les éléments déja déerits sont
considérés du point de vue historique. Certaines hypotheses
sont proposees, qui restent a étre confirmées & 1'avenir.

0. INTRODUCTION

C. Grégoire (1975) stressed the fact that relatively little data
is available on locatives for the languages of the Bantu zone A.
This paper! is intended to £ill the gap as far as Akoose is concerned,
which was classified by Guthrie (1953) as A.15b.



The paper is divided into two parts. In section 1, the material is
described from a synchronic point of view. In section 2, the same mate-
rial is looked at from a diachronic perspective.

1. SYNCHRONIC DESCRIPTION
1.1 THE LOCATIVE NOUN

Akoose has the noun hdm? ‘place' which can be considered as a loca-
tive noun. It is never preceded by the locative marker é_ or Wwé:
%4 hdm or *wé hdm.

(1)a. BE pédé hdm  ah3g.... 'They arrived at a place....'
they reached place one.....

b. bé hédé 'ndyéd hdm ahig '"They put food in a certain
they put  food place one place.’

The locative noun may be divided into prefix and root by comparing
it with the following words:

(2) hém 'place' (class 5) < h=Om
&8m "thing' (class 7) < ¢&-0m
by&m (or bwém) "things' (class 8) < by-&m3

This analysis of hém is rather weak but is based mainly on compa-
rative and diachronic evidence (cf. section 2 below). HOm is thus
the only noun in Akoose with an h- prefix and therefore should better
be considered as synchronically an unanalysable word belonging to class
5. The noun hdm has no plural.

Beside the locative noun hdm, there is the word a-bwdg (cl.5),
pl. méfbwﬂg (cl.6) which also means 'place', but which occurs far
less frequently than hdm4. It is sometimes used to qualify hdm, in
which case ébwﬁg means something like 'particular'. C£. the follow-
ing examples:

5

hém 'the particular place'

Qs

(3) abwig
d

(4) me

D~

mebwdg mé hdm 'our particular places'

Related to ébwég both in form and meaning (i.e. all have to do
with location) are the following words:

(5) &'bwdg 'outside' from 3&+ebwdg
(ébw59 (cl.5) is not attested independently)

(6) ‘mbwﬁg (cl.9) 'home, (my, your, etc.) place'



(7) mbw3g (cl.3) 'meeting place for members of a juju society;
fear'

1.2 THE LOCATIVE MARKER

Akoose has two locative markers which are placed in front of nouns:
4 and wé. The first marker, é is used with nouns indicating loca-
tions or time; the second marker, Eé, is used with nouns referring to
humans or personifications of animals to indicate a location.

(8) 4 njon 'in the planting season'
4 'ndéb 'at the house'
4 'mindé 'on Monday'
4 mélem 'on the cocoyam shoots'
(9) wd Nzumé 'at Nzume's' _
wé Kile 'to Tortoise (personified)’
wé ané mod sdd 'to that man's father'

Note that in two examples in (8) above a downstep6 appears before
the first high tone of the stem. This is the case especially in nouns
of classes 9 and 10, i.e. nouns which are prefix-less or have an ini-
tial non-syllabic nasal. The downstep probably comes from a former
low tone prefix which has been lost. It should be noted that loan
words (which are often found in classes 9 and 10) also have a downstep
after the locative marker although they obviously have never had a pre-
fix, e.g. a+téble > 4'téblé. This must be a formation by analogy with
other words of classes 9 and 10, e.g. &+'kém - &' kém 'on the monkey'.
No downstep, however, appears before nouns with high tone prefixes.

The locative marker é_ combines with following vowels and consonants
as follows:

i) before consonants

4 + dySn » 4'dy3n? 'at the market'

ii) before a :
4 + asdngé » dsongé ‘at the hunt'
iii) before e :
3 + edib » &'dib 'at the river'
iv) before e7 :

3+ &218m - 472'14m 'in the trap'
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The marker é_ as such is very general in that it does not indi-
cate movement 'to' or ‘away from' etc., which is expressed in the
verb.

(10) a-dé & 'ndab 'He is in the house.’
he—is loc. house

(11) a-s31é a 'nddb 'He went into the house.'
he-entered loc. house

(12) a-bidé ) ndéb 'He came out of the house.'
he-came—out Lloc. house

Nor does it specify spacial relations such as 'in', 'under', 'on
top of', etc. To express such relations, further elements have to
be added to the locative phrase. There are two different construc-
tions used in Bkoose to express these further relations. In the
first, in addition to the é preceding the noun, aparticle follows it:

4118

(13) t& ‘'in* : & 'nddb té » [a'nddté] 'in the house’

(1128

'sé ‘'under': 4 Nkdg 'sé ‘'under the tree trunk'

I

'‘min 'on' : 4 bwél min ‘'on the tree'

In the second construction, a noun indicating a spacial relation is
placed between the locative marker and the noun. The two nouns are
linked by the associative marker (cf. Table 1).

(14) 8?86 (cl. 14) 'face’ 4 &7sé é? 'nddb + [472'sé7nddb]
'in front of the house!

we

'‘mbid (cl. 9) 'back’ : 4 'mbfd & 'nddb + [4'mbiFsdnddb]
'behind the house'

nkdg (cl. 3) ‘'side’ : 4 nkdg mé &dib ~ [dnkdgmédib]
'beside the river!'

t1ntd (cl. 9) 'middle' : & tinté & 'nddb > [4tinténddb]
'in the middle of the house'

nléédd (cl. 3) 'midadle’

4 n1ééd h nzag - [4'nléédrzag]
'in the middle of the farm'

r g 4

4 'pipif & 'nddb~[4'pipi{'nddb]
'behind the house'

'pipii (cl. 9) 'behind'

abédé (cl. 5) 'behind’

4 abddé 4 'nddb » [4'bédéndéb]
'behind the house'

The first three of the above nouns used to indicate spacial rela-
tions are the names of body parts.
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The particles te, 'sé and 'min also occur with the locative marker
a without an intervening noun, when the noun is understood from the context.

SN

(15) ate ‘'inside', 4'sé 'under', d'min ‘on top'

The tonal alternation of min to min following é. remains
unexplained at this time.

Two more expressions need to be mentioned at this point.

(16) AkUU 'location higher than the speaker, (North)'

émbég 'location lower than the speaker, (South,
Europe/America) '

These expressions appear to have the structure of locative marker
plus noun. However, the putative noun form is not attested apart
from its occurrence in these expressions.
Finally, there is the word é'mpé 'again, also' which may have come
. e g . ;
from a locative marker plus mpe which is not attested independently.

1.3 THE LOCATIVE ADVERB

There are two sets of three locative adverbs:

(17) *here' 'there' 'over there'
he n hé hé nid 'specific’
WEn we winii 'general'

The forms beginning with an h are used to refer to a specific loca-
tion and the forms with an initial W refer to a general location.

HEn and wén8 are used to refer to a location 'close to the speaker',
5 RS ekl
he and Eé ‘away from the speaker' and hénii and wini{ 'far from
the speaker’'.

This set of forms can be considered as an extension of a certain
pronoun set as seen from the following examples:

(18) 'this/these' 'that/those’ 'that one/those over there'
"nén ne 'ninf{ (class 1)
bén bé bini{ (class 2)
mén mé min{{ (class 3)
etc.

These con51st of two parts: a prefix plus a demonstrative stem
—en, 5§‘ or —1n11. In the case of the demonstratives, the prefix
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is of any of the noun classes (¢f Table 1; for details see Hedinger

1980). The prefixes of the locative adverbs will be discussed in 2.2.

The difference between demonstratives and locative adverbs lies
in their usage: demonstratives accompany nouns either attributively
or predicatively, the choice of prefix being determined by the class
of the noun.

(19) mod ne... '"That man....'
person that...

(20) 'nddb 'nén '"This is a house.'
house this

The locative adverb functions as a locative NP in the clause. The

choice between the different adverbs is not controlled by noun classes

but rather by the speaker who wants to specify the wvarious notions
expressed by the different locative adverbs.

(21) e?¢in b8 bad bé-bé1dd  wén.
colocashia it people they-used here.

'Tt was colocashia which the people were using here.'

In addition to the above six locative adverbs, there are the fol-
lowing two referring to a location already mentioned:

(22) dhed "there' and adwed 'there'

Presumably, by analogy to the locative adverbs, the difference
between the two is that of specific and general, cf. (17).

(23) Ngaasaambg a-m-pe€n mbaangé  4wed.
(name) he-PAST-brought cocoyams  there.

'Ngaasaambe brought cocoyams there.'

dwed, but not 34héd may be followed by &té ‘'inside', &'min
'on, on top' or a'sé ‘'under'. This may be a semantic restriction
which says that a Ebggific locative expression {éié_ etc.) only tol-
erates the coocurrence of the general one (dwed) .

(24) dwed 4't& -+ [dweéte]® 'in there'
dwed d'min ~+ [dwelé'min] 'on, up there'
dwed d'sé - [éwéFé'Sé] 'down there'
(25) nzé  bé-n-wén nzag & &?¢ln, bé-hé

when they-PAST-plant farm of colocashia, they-put

bad meifin métdan bé mbaangé dwed Ate.
few stems five of cocoyam there inside.



13

'When they made a colocashia farm, they planted about five
stems of cocoyams in it.'

Frequently, two locative expressions are found together:

(26) 3 *bdum min wé
Loc. Buma-tree on  there

AT A
akuu we
up  there

FRY r
ate wen
inside here

awed  &'min
there on-top

Note that the element Eé and Di have further usages described
in the different sections below. Besides its function as a locative
adverb, E%. is used as a locative marker, as a relative pronoun and
as a locative interrogative. Eé' is also used as a consecutive
particle.

1.4 THE CONSECUTIVE PARTICLE

There is one particle Dé (or DE]IH which resembles the locative
adverb Dé and may be related historically to it. It always occurs
at the beginning of a sentence and indicates the next step in chrono-
logical order. It is frequently glossed as 'there' and not ‘then' by
the native speaker.

(27) HE d-dy€ &dnnn. HE d-kwentaan métim...
Then he—sat thinking. Then  he-accepted reluctantly...

1.5 THE USE OF "dté" 1IN LEXICAL FORMATIONS

What is structurally and distributionally clearly a locative ele-
Fa . . . 5 . . . .
ment ate 'ineside, into' is frequently found in idiomatic expres-
sions involving a verb which together with the &té express the
meaning:

(28) h3b 'to speak' lad 'to close'
h3b 8t& 'to make a noise' Jad &té 'to gather'
&1 'to be hard, well' dul 'to draw, pull’
1&1 4t& 'to be difficult' dul 4té 'to think'
k3m 'to be tired’
k3m 3té 'to be surprised’
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(29) sA-13d8 mim 4td 4héd k&  méngaké méldén.
we-close wine into there even Jjugs three.

'We put together at least three jugs of wine.'

(30) y31 &-k3m  kab 4té né  mélingd.
body it-tired antelope tinto with anger.

'"The antelope was surprised and angry.'

(31) kdle a-dulé 4&té  &dnnn.
tortoise he-drew into <idecphone.

'The tortoise was thoughtful.'

1.6 THE LOCATIVE INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN

The interrogative pronoun used to ask for information on the
location of an event, etc. is hé€ (or hee) 'where?'. Comparing
this with the question word && "what?', an attractive analysis
is to con51der & as a form c con51st1ng of the class 7 prefix and
the stem —é By analogy, hee would be segmented into a prefix
which 1ncludes an h and a stem —e. (Details as to the vowel qua-
lity and quantity, as well as the tone difference, will be dealt

with in 2.3.)

Heg is used in direct questions as in (32)a, with a less usual
form of the same question exemplified in (32)b.

(32)a. héé é-kaké 'Where are you going?'
where you—-go—-IMPF

b. e—kag héé 'Where are you going?'
you-go—IMPF where

In indirect questions, Eé is found, as in (33)a. Compare this
with (33)b.

(33)a. we-bii2é !é_ 4-d{{ 'pDon‘'t you know where he is?'
you—know-neg where he-is

b. héé 4-dif 'Where is he?'
where he-1s

1.7 "w&" AS RELATIVE PRONOUN

In (33)a above, the use of we as interrogative pronoun in indi-
rect questions was mentioned. Tt has in addition the following uses:

a) We is used obligatorily in a relative clause instead of a rela-
tive p: pronoun when the head noun to which it relates has a locative
function within the relative clause.
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(34) 3 mé-pé d-nzag-t& wé d-be le€ hsdn
(she-said—- she-will- Lloc—farm—in where she-do—IMPF work
that) arrive

'She said that she would go to the farm where she is working.'

(35) & mé-kag d-asonge wé a-hédé nyam
(he-said- he-go  loe-hunting where he-look-for animals
that)

'He said he would go hunting to lock for animals.'

b) EE is also used as relative pronocun without an antecedent loca-
tive phrase, as in the following example:

(36) a-bidé  ekdd wé bé-1épé méd nzéd
he-placed hand where they-told him ring
'He put his hand where they had told him the ring was.'
1.8 INFINITIVES
Akoose has two infinitives: one with a low tone prefix, as in

(37) -pém 'to throw'
-&a

Qs Qe

n 'to buy'

and one using é_ locative as in

(38) é—'pém 'to throw'
a-&an 'to buy'

The first (low tone) infinitive is used mainly in a clause after an
'auxiliary' wverb:

(39) a-hédé mdtd a-&n
he-wants car  to-buy
'He wants to buy a car.'

The use of the infinitive based on the locative is to indicate pur-
pose, in which case it occurs at the beginning of the second clause:

(40) m-pém-"2¢ mpage mbaangé a-nlé
I-carry-also suckers of-cocoyam Lloc —head,
4 -ke€n 4-Beklmé
to-take Loc-Bekume

'T carried cocoyam suckers on my head to take them
to Bekume.'
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1.9 CONCORD

When locative expressions control concord, it is the elements
from class 5 which are used. In order to be able to demonstrate this,
some of the concording elements are presented in Table 1. (For a ful-
ler description of the noun class system, see Hedinger 1980.)

Table 1:

Selection of Concording Elements

Noun Verb Prefix Demonstrative Emphatic Relative Possessive

class and AssocC. Pronouns Identity Pronoun Pronouns

Marker Adjective il T i
my' 'your

Y b 8 1 Fa 8 LY b Ly A

1 a a ne nén ane mwén awe awem awon

2 bé bé b& bén &bé b&n abe dbem 4bon
% .

3,4 N mé mé mén mmé mén mme mmem  mmon

5,13 3 dé d& dén 4dé dén 4de 4ddem d&don

6 mé mé mé mén mmé mén mme mmem mmon

= é é k& ¥én 8&é &én éée ééem é&on

8,14, &7 bé b& bén abé b&n dbe dbem &bon

19

9 & & ne 'nén éne &&n &de &¢em &don

10 é é & tén &%é &&n éde é¢em éon

Loc = ¢lass 5 dwem éWOQ

Notes on Table 1: The choice between the two forms of the Verb Pre-
fix and the Associative Markers is determined by what follows the
item. No stem tones are given for Relative and Possessive Pronouns
because they vary according to the context.

Included at the bottom of Table 1 are what we have labelled
'Locative Possessive Pronouns'. It should be noted that they differ
from the class 1 Possessives in that they express a range of meanings
like 'to my, at my, from my, etc.' and have a high tone on the ini-
tial vowel. To consider that they are a combination of the locative
marker containing a high tone plus the class | Possessives seems un-
likely since class 1 concord is never used with locatives; it is al-
ways class 5 concord that is present.

Note also that when a locative possessive is present, a concording
element of class 5 rather than of class 1 is required, as in (41)
below. It appears more plausible to assume that they were derived
from a locative class as described in 2.7.
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The locative possessives may be used on their own to indicate,
rd b
for example, 'at my place': a'wem: A noun may, however, follow these
= . . T ————
locative possessives as in 3'Wem 'ndib 'to my house'.

Note that in this last example, the locative possessive takes‘the
place of the possessive pronoun of class 9. Compare this with e&em
'nddb 'my house'.

Further examples for comparison are the following:

(41) a. m'mém  nss! - 4'wém nsdl
my(3) mouth from-my  mouth
ddem ab{l - &'wem abfi
my(5)  breast from-my  breast

(41)a also shows that it would be ungrammtical to simply add the
locative marker to the simple possessive phrase, as in (41)b.
(41) b. *3  m'mém nsal 'from my mouth'

loc my(3) mouth

*3  ddeém abfl 'from my breast'
loc my(5)  breast

Examples (42) to (47) below are given to demonstrate the fact
that the locative elements require class 5 concord. The element
which controls the concord is underlined in each case.

In (42) the locative noun is preceded by a demonstrative of class
5 and followed by a class 5 verb prefix (cf. the first column in
Table 1). Note the high tone as opposed to the low tone of class 1.

(42) adé hdm 4 -s(inédé  md
that(5) place it(5)-belongs—to him

'That place belongs to him.'

In (43) the Associative Marker of elass 5 links the locative noun
with the following noun (cf. Table 1, second column).

(43) hém dé &2sé 'The first place'
place of(5) face

In (44) the verb prefix is from class 5 because the subject of
the sentence is a locative phrase, that is, a noun (class 9) preceded
by the locative marker.

'ndab 4-bdS1yéé 'Is your family well?'

(44) a
loc house(9) “it(5)-is—-good
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In (45), where a noun of class 3 is qualified by a locative pos-
sessive, the last element dén is from class 5.

(45) 3'wem nsal d&n
from-my mouth(3) <Ztself(5) '"From my own mouth’

In (46) the associative marker of class 5 (cf. Table 1, column
2), serves as a link between the locative word mbag and a noun.

(46) émbén dé bekddlé 'BEurope, America‘
doun of(5)  whitemen

In (47) the locative adverb hén calls for the class 5 relative
pronoun as well as the class 5 verb prefix.

(47) hén 4'dé A dyé nén  4-bdd bwambi
here where(5) I stay it (5)-1s-good very

"It's very good here where I am staying,'

2. NOTES ON DIACHRONIC DEVELOPMENTS
2.1 THE LOCATIVE NOUN

The locative noun hém in Akoose is a reflex of the class 16
*E_T noun prefix plus The stem *-(j)Uma (Grégoire 1975:115).
(cf. &m ‘'thing' < *Kki-+*- (;}uma) In Akoose, the h is
clearly a reflex of PB #E which is demonstrated by words such as:

(48) *-pddgé ‘'one' > -hdg ‘one' (cf. pdg' 'one, class 9')
(49) **piné 'pus' > -hin 'pus'
(50) *-pé96 ‘cold > -héb 'cold, air'

wind'

The h in all the other forms of locatives are likely to come from
some PB cl. 16 form. The only point to be clarified is from which
particular element they are derived: from the noun prefix, the demon-
strative, etc.? Before going into this gquestion further, the origin
of the W will be discussed.

As described in section 1. there are several locative elements
containing a Ww. Assuming that these forms are derived from cne of
the three PB classes 16, 17 or 18, it would appear that w 1is a re-
flex of *ku. There are two possible derivations.

(51)a. *k > @ (just leaving the u of ku which in turn becomes W)
b. *k > w (with w + u then becomlng W)
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It is perhaps neither necessary nor possible to determine whether
(51)a or (51)b has taken place since both can be illustrated in
Akoose.

Ooften PB. *k > Kk as shown by the following examples:

EE_ Akoose
(52) *_kinde > kén "bean'
(53) *-kimd > kém 'monkey
(54) *-kingé > -kdn 'neck’
(55) *-k(d{ > kil /ké1 "tortoise'

But there is also evidence for PB *k > W :

* r
(56) -k{- > -wE “to die'
& :
(57) -kim- 'be >  =wimé (7) 'respect, honour'
renowned'
(58) *-kdmb > -w3m 'to scratch'

Example (56) could be taken either as #*K > @ or *Kk > w.

Having shown that it is a plausible hypothesis that the locative
forms with _ﬁ and W are reflexes of PB classes 16 and 17, it is
another matter to be able to establish the putative parts of some of
the forms.

The locative noun hOm as already described above is a reflex of
the class 16 locative prefix *Eéf with low tone plus the noun stem
—(i)dmé. This is the only case where the present day form can be
attributed to a low tone prefix. In all other cases, the Akdoose
form must be derived from a high tone pronoun or prefix.

The words listed in section 1.1 with the root —bwﬁg (i.e.
abwig, é'bwig, 'mbwdg and mbwdg) may all be derived from what
Guthrie reconstructs as CS192 *—bugé '‘village' (PB-A).

2.2 THE LOCATIVE ADVERBS: "hén" and "wén" etc.

The locative adverbs in (59) below are derived from class 16 *pa
and class 17 *Eﬁ plus demonstrative pronoun stems. The vowel
difference between the two sets of adverbs (59) is clearly attribu-
table to the low vowel of *Eﬁ.

>
3o 3
(L
= |

Fiw
=~

(59) hén hé

3
Fr
b
H=
=

z
wen we
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2.3 THE LOCATIVE INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN

Similarly, for the locative interrogative h€€, it is possible
to posit *pd plus a stem *-{ (Meecussen 1967:103). Here too the
vowel quality is a reflex of the %*a. Tone also poses no prcblem
once a high tone form of Eé is assumed.

(Note that Meeussen (1967:103) posits a low tone prefix *Eé;.)

2.4 THE LOCATIVE PARTICLE "wé"

The locative particle Eé (locative marker, indirect interroga-
tive pronoun, etc.) should perhaps be derived from

A

(60) *k{ + -& (?) > wé

i,e. from a class 17 pronoun plus a stem 1§, without being able
to identify the origin of the stem.

2.5 THE LOCATIVE MARKER

According to Grégoire (1975:121), the locative marker é_ is a
reflex of the class 16 demonstrative *Eé via the loss of the
initial consonant, rather than a reflex of the class 16 nominal
prefix which has a low tone. One gquestion should be raised here:
is it possible to establish plausibly for Akoose that the #*p has
been lost? Grégoire suggests that some nominal prefixes have lost
the initial consonant before C-initial stems. This is supported by
material from class 7 and perhaps class 8.

(61) class 7 PB  *ki- Ey-ad '‘leaf (7)*

&-1ém 'domestic animal (7) "
(62) class 8 PB #*bji- by-éé fleaves (8) "'

8?2-1ém 'domestic animals(8) "

In class 5 also, there is a V- prefix before C- initial stems
but whether this can be said to be a reflex of PB *l|e- is another
question:

(63) class PB *le- dy-m ‘parcel (5) "'
a-baa 'liver(5) "’

In all other classes, the initial C of the nominal prefix has
not been deleted.
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2.6 THE LOCATIVE ADVERBS: "ahéd" AND "dwed"

The initial consonants of the two locative adverbs &héd and
b1
awéd correspond to the Proto-Bantu locative classes as follows:

(64) PB (16) *pa- : h
PB (17) *ku- @ 0w

For the origin of the stem —éd the following proposal is made.
-ed appears to be related to the } pronoun stems -édé and —éde
(Hedlnger 1980:18 and 20) which mean something like e 'that partlcular'
and 'the one already mentioned'. These stems are similar both for-
mally and semantically and it can therefore be assumed that they de-
veloped from a common original form by either acquiring or dropping
a final vowel. In order to be able to establish the common proto-
form, more comparative evidence would be needed.

2.7 THE LOCATIVE POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS

The initial consonant of the locative possessives corresponds to
the class 17 Proto-Bantu prefix consonant as follows:

(65) PB (17) *kU=- : W

Dorsch suggested (1910/11:255) that it is the class 1 possessives
which are used to indicate locations, apparently by adding the loca-
tive marker to the class 1 possessives. This is not an impossible
hypothesis. However, an explanation would still have to be found as
to why it is the class 1 possessives which have been chosen when it
would have been equally likely that the locative marker had simply
been added to the possessive pronoun of the class required by the
noun. Cf. (41). This has to be explained especially in the light
of the fact that class 1 concord is never used for locatives.

CONCLUSION

Several of the hypotheses made in part 2 as to the origin of
certain locative elements are clearly still tentative. It is hoped
that, as more data becomes available from related languages in Zone
A, support for or evidence against these hypotheses may be found.
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2 .
The following tone marking conventions have been used; High tone: ‘, Low tone ,
Rising tone: °, Falling tone: ", Downstep feature (i.e. high tones after downstep
are slightly lower than preceding high tones): ', tone falling from a high to a

-

downstepped high tone: .

A cedilla under a vowel sign indicates nasalization: g, except in part 2
where it is also used in reconstructed Proto Bantu (PB) morphemes.

3Note that the change of o to e after the by- prefix can be attributed to the
palatal semivowel Y.

4 i 5 . "

In a set of texts, hdm occurs 43 times, abwdg 4 times - once in the singular,
3 times in the plural.

5
In the associative NP a low tone or downstep feature always becomes a high tone
or disappears if it is preceded by a high tone associative marker and is followed
by a high tone.

6A more abstract analysis would be to use a floating low tone instead of a downstep.

?The rising tone on monosyllabic words always becomes a downstepped H after the
locative marker.

8The vowel difference between hén/wén etc. is discussed in 2.2 below.

9The d is elided here but not in the next two expressions.

1 .

0'I‘wo different tone patterns found on the consecutive marker appear to be freely
interchangeable. The more complex tone may be due to the fact that after the conse-
cutive marker hé , the tone on the verb prefix is always replaced by a H tone.

11The low tone part of éé is believed to come from the low tone prefix FB Ei;
{(cf. Meeussen 1967:103).



