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NOUN CLASSIFICATION IN LOWER CROSS

Bruce Connell
Universities of Calabar and Edinburgh

This paper reports a study of evidence for noun classifi-
cation in the Lower Cross languages. The evidence available
ranges from slight vestiges of classification in some
languages of the group, to a completely functional noun
class and concord system in one of the languages (Usakade).
As such, the group reflects the proto-Lower Cross system in
various stages of decay. The system of Usakade is examined
in detail and related to the vestiges seen in the other
languages. Suggestions are made as to the nature of the
proto-Lower Cross noun class system.

Cette étude présente 1’évidence de 1la classification
nominale dans les langues Lower Cross. L’ évidence
disponible s’étende des simples vestiges en quelques langues
du groupe & un systéme fonctionel dans une des langues
(Usakade). Comme ¢a, le groupe refléte le systéme du proto-
Lower Cross dans des différentes phases de déclin. Le
systéme de 1’Usakade est examiné en détail et des rapports
entre cecl et les vestiges trouvés ailleurs dans le groupe.
Quelques suggestions a propos le systeéeme de proto-Lower
Cross sont avancées.

0. INTRODUCTION

The existence of noun classification as a morphological charac-
teristic of Niger-Congo generally, and Benue-Congo in particular,
has been long recognized and much discussed.l As a small group
within Benue-Congo, however, the Lower Cross languages® have for
the most part escaped attention. Westermann and Bryan (1952)
include some discussion of the Efik-Ibibio cluster in their sec-
tion on non-class languages; De Wolf (1971) lists several members
of the group as languages that have ceased to be class languages.
and Velmers (1973:191) suggests, ’‘a noun class system lurking in
the background,’ of Efik. At the same time, though, he suggests
(p. 189) that vestiges of noun classification in languages such as
Efik have often been overlooked. The most recent references to
noun classification in Lower Cross are found in Faraclas (forth-
coming), who examines evidence for noun class systems throughout
Cross River. The present work is based primarily on new data, and
offers a more indepth examination of the situation as it exists in
Lower Cross. Lower Cross is of particular interest in this
regard, as it presents, to a certain extent, a microcosm of noun
classification in Benue-Congo in general.

1. AN OVERVIEW

As the best known of Lower Cross languages, Efik is often taken
to be typical of the entire group. With regard to noun classifi-
cation, Efik shows nothing more than vestiges; apparent or former
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prefixes on all but a few nouns, some of which show singular/

plural alternations, and remnants of concord in a small set of
adjectives. This 1is also approximately what obtains in those
Lower Cross languages most closely related to Efik: Anaap, Eket,
and Ibibio. However, that Efik is not typical of the entire group
is seen by examining, on one hand, Obolo which, while showing the
same type of evidence, does so to a much lesser degree, and on the
other hand, Oro, which has maintained to a greater extent vestiges

of a former noun class system. These are the Lower Cross
languages which have received the most attention in the literature
concerning noun classification. O0f more interest here, however,

is Usakade3, vhich until now has remained virtually unknown and
unstudied, and has a completely functional noun classification and
concord system.,

2. NOUN CLASSIFICATION IN USAKADE
2.1 USAKADE AND LOWER CROSS

Despite being considerably different £from other Lower Cross
languages in terms of noun classification, there can be no ques-
tion that Usakade is indeed part of that group. Evidence of sound
correspondences and from lexicostatistic analysis confirms this.
In addition, oral tradition of Usakade points to a common origin
with other Lower Cross groups. This evidence is treated in detail
elsevhere (Connell, 1986), and need not be presented here. The
aim of this paper is to describe the noun class system of Usakade
and its relation to the rest of Lower Cross. A complete recon-
struction of the proto-Lower Cross system is not attempted here;
however a number of suggestions in that regard are given in the
concluding paragraphs.

2.2 PHONEMIC INVENTORY OF USAKADE

Preliminary analysis shows the following set of phonemes to
exist in Usakade. Consonant phonemes are based primarily on
contrasts in stem initial position.

Consonants: /m,n,p,p,b,t,d,k,kp,p,£,s,tf,j,w/
Vowels: /i,e,e,a,r,0,u/

The contrasts /e/ - /¢/ and /o/ - /3/ are neutralized in prefixal
position, i.e., they do not distinguish noun classes.

Like other Lower Cross languages, the tone system of Usakade is
essentially one of two levels, high and low, but also has falling,
rising and downstepped tones. As with other Cross River
languages, tone does not play a role in the system of noun classi-
fication.

2.3 CLASSES AND GENDERS

The noun class system of Usakade is described with reference to
that of proto-Benue-Congo (PBC) as presented by De Wolf (1971)
rather than, as is often done, with that of proto Bantu. Classes
and genders are identified by using the nominal prefixes as
labels, rather than numbers. This is done to see more clearl. the
relationship to PBC; it 1is also practical in this case since
concord prefixes are invariably identical to the nominal prefix.
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The term ’‘class’ refers to a set of nouns all of which bear the

same prefix and are either singular or plural. 'Gender’ refers to
a set of nouns all of which bear the same pair of alternating
singular and plural prefixes. Nouns which do not demonstrate

alternating prefixes for singular and plural forms have, in the
past, often been referred to as belonging to a ’'single class’.
This term is dropped here, to avoid confusion with ’singular
class’; the term ’'neutral class’ is used in its stead.

2.3.1 Class markers

The following prefixes are associated with the noun classes of
Usakade. These are presented in descending order of frequency of
occurrence.

Singular Plural Neutral
u- N- N-
o- i- u-
e- a- o-
i- e- e-
o- a—
i-

2.3.2 Genders

The singular and plural classes combine to give a total of nine
genders. Of these, four show a clear relationship to PBC genders,
in terms of both the phonetic shape of the prefix and the content
of the gender.

Usakade PBC
ol/e *u/*ba
e/a *bi/*a
o/i *i/%i
u/a *ku/*a

Each of the Usakade prefixes can be regarded as a plausible
phonetic development of the corresponding reconstructed PBC form,
except the o of o/i, which is not considered to be a reflex of *i.
The relationship between these two genders is explored in
§§2.4.3, 3.6.

Other genders in Usakade are uw/N, i/N, e/N, u/i, and i/o. In
these cases there is insufficient evidence to establish direct
correspondences with PBC genders; however relevant comments are
given in discussing the content of each gender.

2.4 CONTENT

A basic vocabulary list containing 250 nouns was used for the
analysis. In presenting the content of each gender, the number of
nouns said to be found in a given gender is a portion of this
total. Correspondences with PBC reconstructions (from De Wolf,
1971) are given where they are known, if the PBC item is of the
corresponding gender.
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2.4.1 o/e (PBC *u/*ba)

Usakade PBC
s-wam/e- ’person’ * —lume 'man’
6-ini/e ‘man’ * —nina 'woman’
6—iqwan/é—péni "woman'’ * _ggwvan/*-bana ‘child’
5-jen/e— 'child’
3-kakibok/e~ 'native doctor’ * —bok 'native

doctor’

This is the ’personal’ or ’'human’ gender found generally in
Benue-Congo. It contains only, but not all, personal nouns, some
having shifted to other classes. (PBC *-kwvomo ’'chief’, for
example, is Usakade u-mwd/a-, retaining prefixes which are, super-
ficially, closer to the original PBC.)

An interesting semantic shift is hypothesized here, that 6-ini
may be a reflex of PBC *-nina (i.e., 'man’ < ‘woman’) and 6-
ipvan/é-panl a reflex of PBC *-pgwan/*-bana (i.e.’woman’< ‘child’)
It may be possible to argue that éipvan/épani have come from PBC
*u-kwa3i/*bawazi, as De Wolf has postulated for Kohumono gwa/ba
rwoman’. In Usakade however, the resemblance to PBC ’'child’ is
too striking to pass by without comment, especially when
considered in the singular/plural combination. A similar
etymology is possible for the Kohumono pair. A third and more
conventional accounting is discussed in §2.4.12. (7 items)

2.4.2 e/a (PBC *1li/*a)

Usakade PBC
t-nem/a- ' tongue’ *_lemi
é-kép/a- ‘navel’ *_kwop
é-jin/a- ‘name’ *_zina
%—bé/a— 'bag’

e-fiem/a- 'crocodile’

This gender shows an obvious correspondence to PBC *1li/*a. Not
only are the prefixes common Cross River reflexes of *li/*a, there
is also great similarity in content. Nouns of other PBC genders
gave also found their way into this one, such as efak ’'snake’ and
ekim 'bat’ from the animal gender. (25 items)

2.4.3 o/i (PBC *i/*i)

Usakade PBC
o-wa/i- 'dog’ *-bwua
¢-nin/i 'elephant’ *-ni
a-bag/i 'monkey’ *-bogu
J-tfen/i- 'guest’/’stranger’

6-nuk/i 'rope’

o-duy/i- "root’

This gender corresponds to what is often referred to as the
'animal’ gender in Benue-Congo languages. Most, but not all,
nouns for animals in Usakade are contained in this pairing. But
vhat sets it apart from the ’animal’ gender as it typicallv n~ccurs
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is that the majority of nouns refer to non-animal items. This
fact, in addition to the above mention that o is not a reflex of
*#i, indicates that this gender in Usakade is the result of a
merger of classes. Further evidence for this conclusion is pre-
sented below. This gender is the second largest found in Usakade.
(50 items)

2.4.4 wu/a (PBC *ku/*a)

Usakade PBC
ﬁ—tsu/a* 'ear’ *tupi
ﬁ—k?/a— 'leg’ *_kudu
u-bok/a- Tarm’ *boko
u’dua/a- 'market’

This gender contains items from a number of PBC genders, but as
indicated, it shows 1its greatest resemblance to *ku/*a. (11
items)

The preceding four genders all show sufficient evidence to
assume a relationship with a particular PBC gender. 1In those to
follow, there is some evidence to make correlations with PBC, but
novhere is this evidence strong enough to assume with confidence
that the gender does correspond to a particular PBC gender.

2.4.5 u/N

G-po/m-bod "head’ i-t§in/n- "egg’
d-dip/n- 'belly’ u-ki/p- "tortoise’
u-tika/n- "bow’

This is the largest gender in Usakade, containing more than 20%
of all nouns examined. Its contents are apparently drawn from a
number of PBC genders, eg., *li/%a, *u/*ti, and *ku/*i, and are
quite miscellaneous in nature. (56 items)

2.4.6 u/i and e/N

u/i

ﬁ—fég/i 'leaf’
ﬁ—ngnbékéré/i— "duck’
d-nondsru/i ‘guinea fowl’
e/N

?—t%/n— . ‘tree’
e—-nan/ni-non 'bird’
é-nigukdé/n- 'knee’

u/i is possibly a reflex of PBC *ku/*ki, although no matching
items have been found yet. (only 3 items)

A comparison of the plural of ’bird’ (e/N) with ’duck’ and
‘guinea fowl’ suggests that this item has shifted from u/i, with
the former plural prefix becoming fused to the new prefix. (3
items)

2.4.7 1i/N

i-s6/n- "face’ i-pa/m-ba "feather’
i-bako/m- "shoe’ i-f6/m- 'witch’
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Although not contained in this gender, there is evidence that
i-ba ’'skin’, was formerly (cf. ‘bark’ in Table 3.2), suggesting a
connection between this gender and PBC *ki/*bi (cf. PBC *-kpaga,
'skin’). (4 items)

2.7.8 i/o
i-nai/o- ' sheep’
i-nap/o- ‘dream’
i-daga/o- 'curse’
i-jana/o- 'perspiration’

2.4.9 Neutral classes

Numerous nouns in Usakade belong to no gender (i.e., do not
alternate singular and plural prefixes). These include non-count
nouns such as those for liquids, abstracts, and qualities, and
also nouns for items which are typically referred to in a collec-
tlve or mass sense, even though the object may be countable (e.g.,
m-bansay 'groundnuts’ or p-kindi ’beans’).

Evidence to draw correlations between the neutral classes of
Usakade and the single classes established by De Wolf for PBC is
weak at best, though PBC *i (verbal nouns) is probably entirely
contained in Usakade N, and o may correlate with PBC *ka. Unlike
PBC *ma ~ *na, there is no class marker in Usakade which serves
only to indicate a neutral class. A total of 70 nouns belong to
the neutral classes.

2.4.10 Content of neutral classes

N: n—tau *ashes’ ﬁ~di-d$n$ *smoothness’
n-bé rfood’ m-bi-bon 'fatness;

This class correlates with PBC *i, in that it contains
verbal nouns (including infinitives, see §3.4). Content is
much wider and more miscellaneous than that assumed for *i.
It is the largest neutral class in Usakade.

»

o: 6-pa 'clay’ 6-kaj 'forest’
0-bin *dust’ o-kap ' famine’
Both 6-f4 and 6-blin are possible reflexes PBC *ka-bubu,
indicating a correlation with that class.

a: a-ro 'saliva’ a-jap 'sky’
a-kia 'roofing grass'’ a-supukap * smoke’

u: 6—ji "blood’ u-kdgp "fire’
u—nuu 'salt’ U-san *sand’

i: i-63k 'medicine’ i-mom 'laughter’
; k}o 'music’ i-sap 'ground’

e: (3 1Y) 'vater’ é-bisy "hunger’
é-pko ‘plantain’

2.4.11 Classification of loanwvords

A small number of loanwords can be found in the list of nouns
examined. There is nothing systematic, however, with regard to
how these are classified. That is, they do not all fall inr~ the
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same class/gender, nor do they all accept prefixes in the same
fashion. Two examples are >-deniké/i- ’animal’, which is found in
the gender one would expect, and E—ka ’plantain’ which is in a
neutral class (also expected?) but seems to have fused an earlier
prefix (y).

2.4.12 Preprefixation in Usakade

A few instances in the language can be found of nouns which
seem to bear two prefixes. Noted above in §2.4.6 was ensn/ninsn
'bird’, where at least the plural form seems to have shifted
classes and maintained its former prefix. Also, in §2.4.10, é-gko
‘plantain’, which seems to have adopted a new prefix when borrowed
into the language.

A more conventional explanation for é-pani ’'women’ (see §2.4.1)
is used in terms of preprefixation, or prefix renewal. From this
perspective, é-panl is seen as a reflex of PBC *ba-nina ’'women’
with the original prefix having become fused to the stem. This
would, however, leave us without a plausible etymology for the
singular form 6-ipwan, if we want to see the two as a related
pair. (Note that 6-igpwan as well as 6-ini/é-ini, 'man’/’men’ also
demonstrate prefix renewal.) It would also oblige us to accept
that the current plural prefix for most human nouns is a reflex of
the earlier, but still extant, ba-, a curious situation (*b > P
regularly in Usakade). There 1is, however, a small set of nouns
(not all in the original list of 250), all human, which pluralize

with epa-. These appear to be recent derivations, perhaps through
analogy.
épdkpa ’'ancestors’. ‘Ancestors’ are never referred to in the

singular, hence, no singular form. &kpa means ‘first’; with epa-
as a plural marker for human nouns, épakpa can be interpreted as
"first people’.

épsyén ‘children’. Found in one village only of Usakade.
Elsevhere the plural is as shown in §2.4.1.

6—piks /épiks 'person’/’people’ from the bush. 'Bush’ is uk3.
Here the combined prefix is clearly functioning in a regular
fashion.

Three other forms were found but were difficult to elicit, as
they are rarely used. (That is, my informants had difficulty in
finding an appropriate context.) These are:

E-tEIépété 'father’ (but atf also exists as a
plural)

é-ka/épeka 'mother’ (but aka also exists as a

. plural)

m-ma/epféma ‘mother’ (but not necessarily one’s

biological mother).

2.5 CONCORD IN USAKADE

The concord system of Usakade is largely uninteresting due to
its regularity, i.e., the concord prefix is identical. segmentally
and tonally, to the nominal prefix. This is true of all classes.
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Concord is operable with the following categories: pronouns
(demonstrative, relative, and possessive), verbs, adjectives and
numerals (2 to 9). The wuniformity of its operation allows
examples to be drawn largely from one gender.
(a) verbal:
(i) o-wa 6-di (ii) 1i-wa i-di
NP-dog CP-came® NP-dogs CP-came
{b) demonstratives:
(i) oO-wa 6-ké (ii) 1i-wa i-ké
NP-dog CP-that NP-dogs CP-that

(c) relative:
(i) 6-wa 6-nd6 6-kd-di-né (ii) i-wa i-no i-ka-di-neé

NP-dog CP-who CP-came NP-dogs CP-who CP-came
(d) possessive:
(i) 0-wa 0-sé (ii) 1i-wa i-se
NP-dog CP-3PS Poss NP-dogs CP-3PS Poss
(e) adjectives:
(i) 0-pié owa (ii) 1i-pie i-wa
CP short NP-dog CP short NP-dog
(f) numerals:
(i) 0-wa tfen (ii) 1i-wa i-ba
NP-dog one NP-dogs CP-two
but (iii) e-komo tfeén (iv) a-komd a-ba
NP-drum one NP-drums CP-two

3. THE DECLINE OF NOUN CLASSIFICATION IN LOWER CROSS

The existence of a functional noun class system in one of the
contemporary Lower Cross languages shows clearly that proto Lower
Cross must also have had such a system. Knowledge of the Usakade
system may also permit the discovery of a greater number of
vestiges of the PLC system as they exist in other Lower Cross
languages, which in turn may provide insight into the processes
involved in the degeneration of a noun class system.

3.1 A RANGE OF RETENTIONS

As indicated in §1, a range of retentions of the former noun
class system can be found in the languages descended from proto
Lowver Cross.

JDra> has singular/plural alternations for a small number of
nouns which provide evidence for several genders. Obolo, on the
other hand has lost virtually all singular/plural prefix alterna-
tions on nouns, and indeed, a small but significant proportion of
nouns have lost prefixes altogether (in some dialects; see §3.8,
below).

In between these two (also geographically) are Anaang, Efik,
Eket, and Ibibio (=Central Lower Cross), all of which reflect the
earlier situation in a similar fashion, having maintained a small
set of nouns with alternating prefixes and some evidence of con-
cord. (Two other Lower Cross languages, Ibeno and Okab»s remain
unexamined from the point of view of noun classification.
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3.2 RETENTIONS IN ORD
Although Oro» has been described as

(Kuperus, 1978), and in spite
is clear that this system is by no means functional.
proportion of nouns (about 10%

having a noun class system
of evidence for several genders, it

Only a small

of a ‘basic’ vocabulary list con-

taining about 275 nouns) maintains a singular/plural prefix alter-
A wider search would undoubtedly turn up more, but it is

nation.

unlikely that the percentage would increase; it might in fact
decrease. Table 3.2 presents Ors nouns maintaining alternating
prefixes, grouped according to ‘gender’ in comparison with

Usakade. (It is arguable whether these pairings should be re-
ferred to as ’‘genders’, as the term may imply the system is func-
tional.)
Jro Gloss Usakade
u/N ' -buku head "—pi . (u/N)
f-kip niki eye *-sip apen (u/N)
‘-kip niki belly ‘-dip (u/N)
r-bara blood f-yi (u, neutral class,
not cognate)
S ¥:1) leaf '-fap (u/i)
‘-sim tail ‘—st‘ (u/N)
'-na animal '—dsqe (o/i)(borrowved)
' —nipo bird ' _dn>n (e/N)
‘-ba finger~- ‘-bana (u/N)
nail
’—dgk' horn fe (o/i)(not cognate)
'_teke stone r-tfa (u/N)
r-1u bad odor -
‘-tap young -
girl
r-lap young -
man
u/o '—tén ear '—téu (u/a)
"-bok arm "—gok (u/a)
' _ka leg ' _ko (u/a)
o/i '—1%59 root ' —duy (o/1)
'—fon slave ‘—punay {(o/i)(not cognate)
o/e '-—pwi person ’—igi (o/e)(’'man’)
r-jé child ‘-jen (o/e)
o/N "-jéke brother ‘-kpa (o/1i)(not cognate)
i/N '-kp5 étu bark r_bak étd (i, neutral class)
r—-tay feather ’'-pa (i/N)
a/N ‘-fay path -fay (u/N)
Table 3.2 Or> nouns retaining  singular/plural prefix

alternations and demonstrating evidence of

genders, as compared to Usakade



119

Correspondences with Usakade are relatively straightforward.
The ‘personal gender’ o/e is found to exist, although personal
nouns are also found elsewhere (as in Usakade). Remnants of the
ranimal’ gender o/i are also present, though no animal nouns have
maintained the alternation. The two items in this pairing are
also found in Usakade o/i. Usakade u/a has corresponding uw/o in
Jrs, with all Jr»s items here matching Usakade. Finally, Or> u/N,
corresponds to Usakade strongly in content, and also in that it is
the largest of genders.

Jr» also shows evidence of neutral class nouns. Pluralization
in this language is regularly done with the morpheme ima. A set
of nouns, however, does not form plurals with this morpheme or
through alternating prefixes, and these nouns are those that are
typically found in single classes, e.g., mass nouns, liquids, etc.
These can be considered (former) neutral class nouns in Or»o.
Comparison again can be made with Usakade, but in this case the
similarities are not as strong as those seen above. Generally,
the content is not as broad as in Usakade (e.g., nouns such as
'groundnuts’ and ’'beans’ are not included. See §2.4.9). In both
languages N forms the largest single class, although in Or» this
class contains a considerably higher proportion of neutral nouns
than in Usakade (50% vs. 20%); Despite this, only 2 items are

r 14 0y
shared, n-toy 'ashes’, and n-sig ’'snuff’. The other neutral
classes in Jro>, i-, u-, e, o, a-, each contain two items, and none
bears a strong resemblance to Usakade. Examples are: i-té

'saliva, é-kap ’'fire’, G-tin ’'sun’, and a-da ‘oil’.
3.3 RETENTIONS IN CENTRAL LOWER CROSS

The Central subgroup languages are, as stated, all fairly
similar with regard to what noun class vestiges exist. The few
nouns that have retained a singular/plural distinction are for the
most part personal nouns, and with few exceptions the plural
prefix is N-. For Ibibio, a total of 18 nouns are listed in
Kaufmann (1985) as having prefix alternations (see Table 3.3).
This total represents less than 2% of nouns listed in Kaufmann.
In Efik, Anaang and Eket, many of the same nouns are included.

(dw6) a-déén/i-  ’'man’ a-duakp6/N- 'corpse’

(awo)pwan/i-baan 'woman’ i-kpat/N- 'foot’

a-kparawva/N- 'young i-dip/N- 'belly’
woman'’

a-boikpa/u- 'young i-s6/N- 'face’
woman’

a-baoy/N-, i- 'chief’ i-wiud/N- "head’

a-didém/N- 'king’ i-sim/N- ftail’

a-kaka/N- 'clan i-kpop/N- ’cocoyam’
chief’

a-ta/N- 'expert a-kak/N- "branch’
specialist’

a-bia/N- 'expert, a-fay/N- 'leaf’
specialist’

Table 3.3 Nouns in Ibibio retaining prefix alternations.

e T Y S
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Other than the N- pluralizing prefix, two other prefixes can be

seen, i- and u-. It 1is possible that i- has evolved from e- as
the plural marker for human nouns, and 1is a stage before the
appearance of N-. The occurrence of u- is curious, in that it
does not appear elsewhere in Lower Cross as a plural prefix, and
also in that it undergoes a tonal change. This is perhaps ex-
plainable in the context of a change from N- to u- or as a harmony
effect with the following vowel. The a- singular prefix on per-

sonal nouns is found in most Ibibio dialects and in Eket and
Anaang; other Ibibio dialects and Efik have o-, as is found in Or»>
and Usakade. This is in all likelihood the older form.

Only the personal nouns found in Table 3.3 occur with any regu-
larity as plurals. 0f the others, RN-widd is exceedingly rare,
occurring in the name of a type of snake, ﬁ-kpau is also rare and
N-dip occurs only in compounds. The last item, a-fap, refers to a
specific type of leaf; ﬁ—fén is a general term rather than a true
plural.

3.4 VERBAL NOUNS

Verbal nouns, particularly infinitives, also show evidence of
noun classification. De Wolf (1971) has reconstructed PBC *{, a
single (neutral) class, for these nouns. Although two different
processes are at work synchronically in Lower Cross for infinitive
formation, evidence for PLC *i is strong.

As presented in Table 3.4, Lower Cross infinitives are analysed
as having two prefixes. This differs from the analyses of others,
such as Mukarovsky (1968), who considers Efik ’‘ndi-’ to be cognate
with Jarawa ri-. This analysis is rejected, since the nasal is
clearly syllabic and obviously corresponds to i- in Oro and Obolo;
furthermore, the second prefix is (becoming) optional in Obolo
infinitives (e.g., i-1lép ’'to buy’, Faraclas, 1984), as well as in
Anaap, and is also optional in other verbal nouns in Lower Cross.

‘to buy’ "to hold’
Efik n-di-dép n-di-mom
Ibibio a-di-dép d-di-mam
Jro i-di-1i i-di-mapo
Obolo i-lé-1lép -
Usakade n-né-néi D-m>—m>m

Table 3.4 Infinitive formation in Lower Cross

Both Usakade and Obolo demonstrate a reduplication process in
infinitive formation, for the inner prefix, compared to -di- else-
where. These two forms of prefix are believed ultimately to be
related, although the exact nature of such a relationship is not
yet known. Evidence for this is found in other verbal nouns,
vhere various degrees of change from one form to the other seem to
exist. Examples are taken from Ibibio and Usakade.

Ibibio: (a) a-ki-kap ‘a type of woodpecker’,
from kop
(b) n-di-dia "food’. from dia. 'eat’
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(c) é—di—béné, 'wall’ (dialectal or sub-
m-bi-béne, dialectal variants), from
i-bi-béneé, bédé ‘lean against’
i-béné

Usakade: (a) m-bi-bén 'bigness’, ’fatness’

(b) n-ti-tara *wideness’

(¢) m-fi-fei *hotness’

(d) m-fi-fon 'beautiful’

Admittedly there are a number of possible explanations for the
different inner prefixes in Lower Cross verbal nouns. The sugges-
tion offered here is that a nominalizing prefix (PLC *-di) has
undergone various degrees of assimilation (processes of consonant
and vowel harmony) to the verb root. This process is more or less
complete in the infinitives of Obolo and Usakade, partially
complete in the qualitative nouns of Usakade shown in Table 3.4,
and those of Ibibio, but has not affected the infinitives of Efik,
Ibibio, and Oro. A second hypothesis would involve cognate
objects (see, for example, Faraclas and Williamson, 1984), but
this would not allow us to find a relationship between the two
types of infinitive formation seen synchronically in Lower Cross.

3.5 CONCORD IN LOWER CROSS

The nature of concord in Usakade was discussed in §2.5, above.
Elsewhere in Lower Cross, concord has virtually disappeared. In
most Lower Cross languages (except Oboblo?), a small set of adjec-
tives has alternating prefixes for singular and plural, although
the prefixes bear no relation to the noun in question. Invariably
the plural prefix is either N- or (rarely) i- or e-.

Examples:
Ibibio: é—bﬁbit éva ’black dog’
m-bubit éwa "black dogs’
Jra: i-disk 4ba ‘bad dog’
Q—diak aba *bad dogs’
>-kpopoé a-ba 'big dog’
%—kpéné aba 'big dogs’
(cf. Anaan: m-kpén éwa 'big dogs’)

Interestingly, it 1is generally the same adjectives in the
various languages that have maintained this alternation. A seman-
tic basis for inclusion in this set is not apparent, and Faraclas
(forthcoming) has suggested a grammatical reason (verbal deriva-
tion). An alternative suggestion, by way of Welmers (1971:6) is
that the adjective prefix is being assigned to the entire noun
phrase. It is characteristic of these adjectives that they all
precede the noun (which is not always the case in Lower Cross, and
adjectives following the noun never pluralize).

The only other evidence for concord found generally in Lower
Cross is between the subject pronoun prefix and the verb prefix,
where it can be seen in third person forms and sometimes second
person forms, as is illustrated in Table 3.5. Throughout Lower
Cross, however, verbs bear a prefix determined by person and
number.
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Obolo Eket Ibibio Usakade
1PS é&-mi n-lép a-mi n-dei  a-mi n-dép  a-mi n-nei
2PS o6-wo 6-1ép a-fé a-dei a-fo a-dép a-fo a-nei
3PS 0-mé 6-1ép a-pé a-dei a-pé a-dép 0-mo0 6-nei
1PP  &-ji é-1ép a-jit i-dei n-pin i-dép &-pin i-nei
2PP é-pi é-lép a-pin i-dei ﬁ—dﬁ;b é-dép m-bifd é-nei
3PP é-ma é-1ép é-m> é-dei d-mm> é-dép é-mm> é-nei

Table 3.5. Subject/verb concord, shown with the verb ’buy’

Efik has vowel harmony in the second and third person singular
between the root vowel and prefix. This is not typical of Lower
Cross though it is matched by some dialects of Ibibio. Vowel
harmony does exist throughout Lower Cross, though it takes
different forms in the various languages. The development of
vovel harmony in Lower Cross (at least with regard to prefixes) is
likely intimately connected to the decline of the class/concord
system and is an area for future study.

3.6 FORMER LOWER CROSS CLASSES AND GENDERS

Despite the absence of true noun classes in most of Lower
Cross, it is still possible to glean some information concerning
former classes and genders in Lower Cross by examining the regular
correspondences that exist among prefixes of cognate forms.

In considering the o/i ('animal’) gender in Usakade, for
example, it can be ascertained that this is a merger of different
classes. This notion is first suggested by the fact that the
singular prefix, o-, is not a 1likely reflex of PBC *i, and that
the majority of nouns contained in the gender are non-animal
nouns. To support this hypothesis, we find that throughout the
other Lower Cross languages the contents of this Usakade gender
bear one of two prefixes; e- for animal nouns (typical of Cross

River) and a- (or o-) for inanimates. Examples from Ibibio are
compared to Usakade.

Ibibio Gloss Usakade

é-day 'sheep’ S—ng/i—

é-nay "cow’ 6-nap/i-

é-nin 'elephant’ 6-nin/i-

é—kQékéré 'table’ 6—kp§k6r6/i—

é—fgn 'cloth’ o'-fag/i-

a-kok 'money’ o-kiak/i-

It is clear from this data that Usakade o/i is indeed a merger
of at least two singular classes. Proto-Lower Cross quite likely
had *e/*i (animals) and *o/*i which merged in Usakade. 1In other
cases, where Usakade and the rest of Lower Cross generally share
the same prefix, it can be assumed that there has been no change
in the class of these nouns since PLC. For example, ’'arm’, ’'leg’
and ’‘ear’ share u- as a singular prefix (cf. Table 3.2).
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An extensive and careful study of variation in nominal prefixes
throughout Lower Cross, combined with the evidence of the existing
noun class system of Usakade, would allow for the most reasonable
reconstruction of the noun class system of proto-Lower Cross.
Such an examination is beyond the scope of this work, which has
been intended primarily to be an examination of the current situa-
tion in Lower Cross. Based on this data, however, it is possible
to offer some comments on the proto-Lower Cross system.

3.7 NOUN CLASSIFICATION IN PROTO LOWER CROSS

The evidence examined above suggests that of the six canonical
genders proposed by De Wolf (1971:52) for proto Benue-Congo, at
least four were maintained in proto Lower Cross. These are:

PBC: *u/*ba *1i/*a *i/*i *ku/*a
PLC: *0/*e *e/*a *e/*i *u/*a

If a gender *o/*i existed in PLC, as argued above, it is
perhaps a result of a pre-Lower Cross merger of elements of PBC
*ku/*i, *bu/*i and *u/*ti. Certainly other PLC genders existed,
but at the present stage of research it is difficult to establish
their nature. The prefix i1- exists throughout Lower Cross, though
most prominently in the Central group and least so in Usakade. It
vas certainly a single class marker in PLC for verbal nouns (3.4)
and perhaps also a singular class marker. The proliferation of N-
as a pluralizing prefix throughout Lower Cross indicates its
earlier presence in PLC; the gender u/N, largest in both Usakade
and Or> must surely have existed in the parent language.

3.8 THE N- PREFIX IN LOVWER CROSS

It is apparent that as the noun class system of Lower Cross
collapsed, plural markers tended to merge to N. This is indicated
by the proliferation of N- in Usakade and the fact that it is
virtually the only plural prefix found elsewhere in Lower Cross.
Two other factors suggest that this is a tendency of disappearing
class prefixes generally, and not simply of plural forms.
Faraclas (forthcoming) has reported the 1loss of prefixes on some
nouns in western dialects of Obolo; in other Obolo dialects the
same nouns bear a nasal prefix. In addition to this, many nouns
in Ibibio show dialectal variation between i- and N-; in these,
the N- prefix may be interpreted as a later development. An alter-
native would be to suggest that certain nouns in certain dialects
retained the plural form rather than the singular. This is seen
as the less likely of the two possibilities, although it is cer-
tainly true of some nouns. (cf. Ibibio m-bard 'fingernail’ vs.
Usakade U-bana/m-.

4. CONCLUSION

This study has presented evidence for noun classification in
Lower Cross, evidence which ranges from the barest of vestiges
(Obolo) to a functioning noun class/concord system (Usakade). It
is clear, therefore, that proto-Lower Cross must have had a func-
tional noun class system and some probable characteristics of this
system have been suggested.
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With regard to the degeneration of the proto system, the most
striking characteristic is the proliferation of N- as a plural
prefix and perhaps as a later, optional last stage before the
disappearance of nominal prefixes entirely. It also seems
apparent that singular classes maintain their identity longer than
plural ones. This is 1likely due to a striving for one uniform
plural morpheme. As has been noted elsevhere, [human] nouns tend
to maintain longest the distinction between singular and plural
prefixes.

Concerning Faraclas’s suggestions about the primacy of concord
over class, there is little in the Lower Cross data to support the
notion that concord systems persist after the disappearance of
class systems. Indeed, the fact that the concord prefix is in-
variably the same as the nominal prefix, whereas elsewvhere in
Benue-Congo languages this is not always the case (De Wo0lf,1971),
suggests levelling in the direction of the noun prefix. We might
therefore assign primacy to class, rather than concord. There is
some evidence, however, to support the idea of prosodic processing
for these systems (§3.5).

Finally, the question of vowel harmony with regard to prefixes
wvas touched on, but not explored. Vowel harmony in Lower Cross is
not of the «cross-height type typically found in Vest African
languages and its nature is 1likely closely intertwined with the
decline of the noun classification system.

NOTES
1t would like to express my gratitude to Mr. €. E. Motina, my main informant
from Usakade, and to Okon Essien, Kay Williamscon, Philip Noss and Nick
Faraclas for comments on an earlier version. Throughout the paper transcrip-
tions used are broadly phonemic as a standard orthography does not exist for
all of the Lower Cross languages. Tone marks are: -~

high, ' low, ~ falling, v rising. Downstepped tones are unmarked.

°The nine languages recognized (at the time of writing) as being comprised in

Lower Cross are: Anaal}], Efik, Eket, 1Ibeno, Ibibio, Obolo, Jk2bD, Jrd, and

Usakade. A tentative subgrouping has been offered (excluding Usakade which
had not yvet come to my attention) in Connell 1984, 1985. A revised subclass-~
ification, including a number of newly uncovered Lower Cross languages is in
progress.

3

Usakade is the name of a people, their territory and language, lccated in
the south-western corner of Cameroon. The official name, Isangele has turned
up rarely in the literature (e.g. Forde & Jones, 1952:89). Geographically

the region is contiguous with the rest of the Lower Cross speaking area, but
separated by the Cross River and the Akpayafe.

YAbbreviations are NP = nominal prefix, CP = concord prefix, 3IPS Poss = third

person singular possessive. Elsewhere 1PS = first person singular, etc.

[
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