THE STRUCTURE OF THE VERBAL CLAUSE
IN BIMOBA
GILLIAN JACOBS

1. INTRODUCTION
This paper sets out to give a preliminary description of verbal clauses in Bimoba. This
is attempted within the general framework of an hicrarchical description. The clause is
sct up as the unit at the level of analysis between the phrase level and the sentence level.
In structure the clause is composed of phrases.? In function the clause operates as an
element of the sentence.

There are two main types of clause in Bimoba, the verbal clause and the non-verbal
clause. This paper is limited to a description of the verbal clause

2. NUCLEUS AND CORE
The clause can be divided into two main parts, termed the nucleus and the core.

2.1 THE NUCLEUS
The nucleus consists of 2 nominal phrase subjeet (symbolised as NPs).
Txamples:2

1.0 nimbiyeni kaa
my ey one _is not
T NPs
. §°> nan sapaan ninfick tan tok
he and girl nnc:yed then walk together

2.2 THE CORE

“The core consists of two parts, an obligatory head and an optional expansion. The
obligatory head is always a verbal phrase (symbolized as VP). The cxpansion may consist
of up to two nominal phrases object (NPo) and up to four adverbial phrases (AP).4

“T'his paper was first presented a the Fifth West African Languages Congress in April, 1965. ‘The
material uscd in the paper has been gathered over a period of nine months between December 1963
nd Decemnber 1964, whil lving in Bunkpurugu with oy colcague, Miss Sonis Hine, This snsya
i o ekt o 10 epnesion: iy B bk r-Sax work has been
undertaken in cooperation with the Institute of AFican S of e me:mry Yy

Dimoba is one of the Gurma languagss Which aro closely reated to the Mule-Dagbat group
within the Gur family. The Bimoba people live in northeastern Ghana and northwest Togo. They
Crtend from Nakpanduri sastwerds dotops the border, ‘The 1060 ccnss showed that there wwore
Fagoo Bimobus lwmg in Ghana. It s esimated thit there o 70,000 Bmobas n “Togolind.

S r o i mnespnnd in structure to whole clauses or sentences. Those lements
are termed sentence or clause constructs and such constructs are regarded os units which have
descended the grammatical hierarchy to function at a lower level than the level at which they usually

1 thess example & semi-phoniemic toxoacripion it . My oolleage bas almost completed the
phonemic analysis apact from certain features of nasalization of the

and tne is not marked.
There aco four types of advechial phuase: nominal phisse preceded by 8 preposiion, nomioal
phrase followed by 2 post-position, nominal phrase temporal, and an adverb.
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The expansion does not normally consist of all six phrases, although they can be
elicited in one clause. A very wide variety of combinations of these six phrascs occur, but
generally not more than three phrases are found.

It may be noted that one type of adverbial phrase can occur initial in the clause.5 This
is found when the clause is initial in the sentence. Such a phrase could be treated as a
front-shifted adverbial phrase.

Examples:

1. samuel kpi  doolk nan. juk pask  ni
Samuel killed pig  with knife compound in
VP NPo Adv.P _ Adv.P
Nucleus| Core

2. bo yaan toot
they  again fished
NI VP

Nucleus ~ Core

3.n yiin > u sane I yeni
1 called him his name it that time
NPs VP NPo NPo Adv.P
Nucleus Core
4. loyoo ma ko wop gaal snu
it time past_took road
Adv.P hid NPo.
~Core Nucleus ~ Core

In Bimoba a serial construction frequently occurs within a single clause. This consists
of a sccond and sometimes third core occurring in the one clause. Tn these circumstances,
the full expansion previously described does not ocour as pat of the non-final core(s). It
is unusuat to find more than one nominal or adverbial phrase between the verbal phrases
in a serial construction, but two oceasionally occur.

Tn a serial construction the verbal phrase which is the head of the first core is identical
in structure with the verbal phrase in a single core clause and may include up to three
verbal particles. In the second and third cores only one verbal particle may occur and this
is past of either the sccond or third verbal phrase. There is a further restriction in that this
one particle can only be one of the following: tan ‘then’, saa ‘future’, and taq ke ‘without'.

Examples:
Ly sik
1 descended dipped
NPs
Nudeus Core ~ Core Core
z.u ji din jii saan n»  muuk ai
he began past take go  with bush_in
~ hm
NPs VP VP _Adv.P Adv.P
Nucleus Core Core

5The nominal phrase temporal.
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3b di wan ot yenu labaal maptay gben
they  pasttaughtus  God’s message that then finished
NPs___ VP NPo XK g
Nucleus Core Tore

4u saan dask nissa  baal s pieli  layoona

Nucleus ~ Core Core Core

3. CLAUSE TYPES
Verbal clauses can be divided into six types on the basis of their structure.

3.1. FAVOURITE CLAUSE TYPE

“The favourite clause type consists of an obligatory nucleus followed by an obligatory
core. "lhere may be a second and third core, forming a serial construction in the way that
has just been described.

It may be noted that the favourite clause type may have an interrogative meaning.
There is, in fact, 0o difference in the internal structure of clauses which may be regarded
as statements and clauses which may be termed questions, The difference between these
two'is made by an intonation feature.

Fxamplos:

1. loobuk gaanan diy ke yiin s>
clephant rather  past not call anyone

A Po

" Nucleus Core
poy tus  loon i Aunu  hei
usually habitusl likes tea drinking very much
P NPo Adv.P

Core.

saa saan  sul  jani?
fature go catch fish

A3 o
Nucleus ~ Core ~ Core

3.2 THE CONCOMITANT CLAUSE TYPE

The concomitant clause type is distinguished by the absence of a nucleus, It consists
of an obligatory core. There may be up to three such cores in this clause. The concomitant
clause type oceurs frequently in Bimoba texts, after the sentence connective ko “and” or
paan ‘and then’. This clause cannot occur initial in the sentence. From data so far
studied, it would appear that the nominal phrase temporal cannot occur clause initial in
this type of clause.
Examples:

1. (ko) doo
and came up
VP (Cord)
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(ko) din tan sik kpenu ni
and past then descended river in

Adv.P

Core
3.(ke) kpan  kinkatl gaal  jani na
and deceived wolf  received fish the

VP NPo VP NPo
Core Core

4.(gaan) din wan > u  peabopkobt
past_showed him his_house animals
NPo NPo
Core

3.3 IMPERATIVE CLAUSE TYPE [
The imperative clause type 1 consists of a corc. The verbal phrase which is the head
of this corc always contains the verb in the imperative form.8 No nucleus occurs in this
clause type.
“I'here may be a second and third core in this clause type but the verbal phrases in the
second and third core do not contain the verb in the imperative form.
Txamples:
1. IMPERATIVE
@am mont  Aum  m
now throw out  water that

Tore
2. MPERATIVE
gmatl  sik s mi fun ni
wn descend future dip water in
P hid hid Adv.P
Core Core Tore

3.4 IMPERATIVE CLAUSE TYPE 2

The imperative clause type 2 consists of a core which is preceded by the particle i or
daa. These particles occur immediately before the verbal phrasc in the core. The verb
phrasc which is the head of the corc always contains a verb in the imperfective form.
"I'here may be up to three cores in this clause type.

Examples:

) saa

Clause Core Core

Feature
®Bimoba verbs are found in three forms which have been labelled perfective, imperfective and
imperative.
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2.1 won sii mok pal peen nan >
tomorrow future have heart white with him
(happy)
Clause VP NPo Adv.P
Feature Core
3.d;a  pisk motana
donot speak now
VP Adv.P
Clause Core
Feature

3.5 INTRODUCTORY CLAUSE TYPE

The introductory clause type parallels each of the previous four clauses. It is marked
by two distinguishing features. The head of the core consists of a verbal phrase of type I.
Verbal phrases type I have as head of the phrase a verb of the small sub-class of intro-
ducing verbs. Secondly, the expansion of the core is limited to one nominal phrasc object.
Apart from these distinguishing features the basic structure of the clause is identical to
onc of the four clause types already described.

e o0

There may be more than onc core in the introductory clause type. In this case it is the
last corc which always contains the verbal phrase type I, and the limited expansion.
Examples:

Lu san damk nie saa baal 3.

he  went market in  went came discovered

NPs VP Adv.P__ VP VPL

Nuclews — Core Core

Parallels favourite clause type
. motana u loon (u m  ban)

now  she  wants she should know

Adv.P NPBs  VPI
Nucleus Core

Parallels favourite clause type
. (ko) din tan san yet...

and past_then came said

\id vPL

®

w

Tore  Core
Parallels concomitant clause type

yetl jo> mag .

say to man_that

VPI_NFo

T Core

Parallels imperative clause type 1

-

Parallels imperative clause type 2
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3.6 INTENTION CLAUSE TYPE

The intention clause type parallels either the favourite or concomitant or introductory
clause types. It is marked by the following distinguishing features: the occurrence of yaa,
the clause marker, followed by a pronoun immediately before the core of the clause and
after yaa. The pronoun is in agreement with the NPs of the clause, or if the clause has no
such phrase, with the last preceding NPs. There may be up to three cores but this clause
feature and the pronoun only aceur once.

yaa seems best handled as a syntagmatic feature of the clausc. Since yaa cannot occur
as head of the verbal phrase and does not function as a verb in any way, an alternative
analysis setting up two clauscs to cover this structure seems less adequate.
Examples:

nn ®b  ya pk 2 ®b  m
my husband is about be Should conquer your husband this
T .
NPs  ya  Pro VP NPo
Nucleus Clause  (Pro) Core Core
Feature
Parallels favourite clause type
2.(ko)yaa  m ban yenu banumbai na
and about to I _understand  God like this
yaa Pro VP NPo Adv. P
Clause Pro Core Core
Feature
Parallels concomitant clause type
3.u yaa bia  saam boi
b esbo b should again go  ask
to
NPs_ yaa Pro VP VP
Nucleus Clause. Pro Core Tore
Feature

Parallels introductory clause type

4 METHODS OF STATEMENT

A complete grammatical description of Bimoba may lead to some alterations in this
analysis, but undoubtedly the vast majority of Bimoba clauses may be referred o these
six patterns. It should be added that ther are other clauses which at first sight appear to
have structures which differ from these six types, but they are in fact regarded as having
the same structure as these since the featurcs which mark them as different are handled,
not at clause level but as syntagmatic features of the sentence. For instance, clauses which
can be Inbelled as ‘subordinative’ oceur in multiple or single clause sentence types with the
specific paricles beturcen the nucleus and coreof the clause and mm a subordinative

particle, and

however, these particles are treated as a syntagmatic feature of the sentence marking the
relationship of two clauses within a certain type of sentence.

“For a discussion of this analysis sce Problems in the Analysis of Sentences and Clauses in Bimoba®
by Dr. J. T. Bendor-Samucl, an unpublished paper obtainable from the Institutc of Linguistics,
West Africa.
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A prelimi ination immediately reveals the very consi similarities
between the various clause types. It would be a simple procedure to derive some clause
types from a previous type by means of transformationsl statements. For instance, the
concomitant clause type would be derived from the favourite clause type by the deletion
of the NPs.

Similarly the introductory clause type could be derived from the four other clause types
(favourite, concomitant, imperative 1 and 2) by a statement detailing the substitution of
the verbal phrase of type I for the final verbal phrase in the clause and the restriction of
any expansion following this verbal phrase to the nominal phrase object. This type of
deseription brings out the parallelism with the other clause types rather well.

Tt would scem quite uscful to employ such transformational type statements to describe
different structures which function at the same lovel within an hierarchical description.

“I'his preliminary description of the verbal clausc has handled the structure of the clause
in terms of certain elements, i.c. phrases. Implicit in the description, however, is the
assumption that other aspects of structure must also be included in any description of the
clause. Thus for instance, in imperative clause type  the particles i and daa are not
assigned 0 any of the phrases which function as clements of the clause, but are rather
treated as features of the clause as a whole. Such features can conveniently be termed
‘syntagmatic features’.

‘A fuller description of the clause would need to treat these syntagmatic features at greater

length making them more cxplicit than has been done in this initial study.




