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This article gives an overview of the phonoloical, morphological, and syntactic charac-
ics of verbs in Nawri, a Kwa language of Ghana. Phonologically, verb roots are maxi-
mally irisyllabie. Now-iniil sylsbles are usually dfawn from @ very resticied st

Historically, these syllables may have been separ emes.

) afixes include a causaiive suffix, 2 sy Tossiizet) dervationsl sulfx: roughly
similar in meaning t the Enlish prefix fun), and an incompltve aspectprefi. Thee 3 also
some lmited co

e phenomena of intorcst includ subject-verb agromcot, pre-verbal auiliries, and

serial vorbs. Whle vituall any erb can oceur in & scil consiruciion, here o Verbs
at are especially common in serial consteuctions. These include the verbs /sa/ give" and /taa/
“take” as well as certain motion verbs.

Co artile donne un apercu des caractéristiques phonologiques, morphologiues et syn-
taxiques du verbe en Nawori, langue Kwa parlée au Ghana. Du point de vue phonologique, les
Tacings verbales sont au maimum tisyllabiques. Los syllabes | pouvan spparsire en posiion
non-initialc sont limitées. Ilistoriquement, ces syllabes ont pu éire des morphémes sépy

Les allxs verbaux comprennent un sufie cuusetif, un St do Girivation semaniigue.
ment analogue au prefy nglais, ¢t un suffixe marquant Vimperfectif. 11 existc
Egnlement,un ombre limité de composés

int de vue syntaxique, les phénomenes tel que Paccord sujet-verbe, les auxilisires

pré-verbau, los_consiructions scricllcs, sont parmi lcs poinis intéressants do cette languc.
Virtucllement, n*importe quel verbe peut appataitre en construction sciclle, pourtant certains
varbes y sont particuliérement fréquents, par example los verbes /sa/ ‘donnar’ ct /taa/ ‘pren-
dre’, ainsi que cortains verbes do déplacement

0. INTRODUCTION

Nawuri is a Guang (Kwa) language spoken by about 10,000 people in the North-
ern Region of Ghana. This article describes certain aspects of Nawuri verbal morphol-
ogy and syntax, with particular cmphasis on subject and aspect marking, serial verbs,
and auxiliarics.” It is based on field work carried out in Ghana from June 1985 to May
1988 and from August 1989 to February 1991. Most of the examples in this article are

_drawn from a corpus of texts (primarily folktales and historical narratives) which were
elicited from a variety of Nawuri speakers from several villages.

This article is organized as follows. Section 1 provides some general background
information on Nawuri phonology, morphology, and syntax. Section 2 discusscs the
basic phonological and morphological structure of verb stems. Verbal affixation is
the topic of §3, while subject-verb agreement is treated in §4. Section 5 gives a
basic overview of VP structure, treating in particular the relative positions of
verbal arguments, adverbs, and negation. In §6 I discuss the status of a number of
common pre-verbal morphemes which 1 analyze as auxiliaries, while §7 describes
some characteristics of serial verb constructions.

1. BACKGROUND

The segment inventory of Nawuri is given in and (1) and (2). Segments in
parentheses are extremely rare

1.1 would ik to thark the numerous Nawur spekers who supplied the nartative cxts fiom which moat of
Special thanks are duc to Chris Okumtey-Oklas and Adams Nwumele of

sy of g cxhmaples wsed i this il | would sisd like 10 thark

Snider, and_especially Hilda Koopman for their helpful comments and
suggestions. Any deficiencies which remain arc my own responsibility.

2 Scveral studics have been done on the phonology of Nawar, either in isolation or in connection with

Guang angusges more gncrally. These nlude Casall (188, 1900, fotpcomung 1) and Snider (1980
1990). Aspeets of the nominal morphology are discussed in Snider (1988). Nawri syotax and morpholog)

are e m Sherwood (1982)
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Nawuri has an [ATR] vowel harmony system of the type found in Akan (cf.
Clements 1981, 1984, Stewart 1983) and many other Kwa and Gur languages. Within
phonological words, non-low vowels generally agree in their value of [ATR]. The
language also displays a variety of roundness harmony (Casali forthcoming b). Vowel
length is contrasti

There are two contrastive tone levels in Nawuri, high and low. Falling and
rising contours also occur; these may be analyzed as sequences of level tones.
There are restrictions on the distribution of both falling and rising tones; rising
tones in particular are rather rare. Both downdrift (automatic downstep) and (non-
automatic) downstep occur in the language. The tone system is discussed in more
detail in Casali (forthcoming a

The basic word order in Nawuri is SVO. Adjectives, numbers, and determiners
follow the head noun; possessive pronouns (identical in form to the corresponding
dircet object pronouns) precede the head noun. The language has postpositions rather
than prepositions.

Subject pronouns in Nawari are clitics rather than independent words, as evi-
denced by the fact that several of them do not mect the normal length requirement of
independent words, which are minimally CV in Nawuri. Moreover, in contrast to
direct object pronouns, they may not occur in isolation as minimal utterances. Finally,
those subject pronouns which contain non-low vowels undergo obligatory [ATR] har-
mony with the following verb stem. (Across word boundaries, [ATR] harmony is
optional and gradient.)

With most person/number combinations, there are distinct pronouns for com-
pletive and incompletive aspects. This will be discussed in greater detail below.

Nawuri has an extensive system of singular and plural noun class prefixes. For a
discussion of the noun class system of Nawuri and Guang languages in general, sce
Snider (1988).

3 A large number of the examples in this article have becn drawn from mﬂs originally written in the Nawuri

gthography. Sinc thisorthogrsphy doss na rpresnt tone a sine I o pot preently Fave sccess o 3

Nawur, speaker from whose promunciason 1 could systematically check the tones of the exampies 1 bave

ot generally indicaed ones in my iranscipions except n cases where one i divetly Ticvane tho pot
under discussion.
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2. VERB STRUCTURE
2.1 PHONOLOGICAL STRUCTURE OF VERB ROOTS

Verb roots in Nawuri consist of from one to three syllables. Syllables in Nawuri
have the form CV, CV:, or CVN. Onsetless V(N) syllables are permitted exceptionally
in word-initial position; in most cases these are identifiable as prefixes. The most
commen prefixes of this type are certain subject pronoun clitics and noun class prefixes.
Native nominal, verbal, and adjectival roots are almost always consonant-initial.

While more than 30% of monosyllabic verb roots have the shape CVN, only
about 5% of two- and three- syllable verb roots contain CVN syllables. Nearly all
three-syllable verbs consist entirely of light (CV) syllables. In two- and three-syllable
verb roots, the vowel of a non-initial syllable is usually /a/, /t/, or /i/. (In final
syllables of two-syllable verb roots these vowels may be either short or long.) In
three-syllable verb roots, the onset of the second syllable is usually 7/, and the onset
of the final syllable is usually one of the consonants /U, /r/, /t/, /s/ or /g/. These five
consonants also account for a sizable majority of the onsets in final syllables of
two-syllable verb roots, although /y/ is fairly common in this position as well. These
facts mean that most non-initial syllables in Nawuri verbs are drawn from a small
number of common types. In fact, the syllable types /la/ and /l/~/lV/ (with the choice
of /i/ or /i/ determined by vowel harmony processes) account for about 67% of the
medial syllables in three-syllable verb roots in my data, while the seven syllable types
Nal, /~/1, /gi/~ /gy, /si/~/ev/, /ti/~/tw, /si/~/si/, and /ni/~/ny/ account for about
64% of the final syllables in two- and three-syllable verb roots.

A rather similar state of affairs exists in the closely-related language Chumbu-
rung; this led Hansford (1988) to analyze the common non-initial syllables in Chum-
burung verbs as separate morphemes, which he termed extensions. In only a few cases,
however, was he able to associate a constant meaning with a given extension.

2.2 VERBAL MORPHOLOGY

While it is quite likely that the common non-initial syllables of polysyllabic
verbs roots in Nawuri and Chumburung (and other Guang languages) were historically
suffixes, it is not clear that they are analyzable as separate morphemes synchronically.
In Nawuri, perhaps the strongest case for suffixal status can be made for the syllable
/gi/~ /gy, which occurs finally in many two- and three-syllable verbs. An exhaustive
list of occurrences in my data is given in (3).

) bugi  open sog put down a load
tfigl  uproot sugl lodge with
puligi  dig out sugl  remove from fire
tigh open wonigi  pour
fugi  fly yeegt  stop
baragi  share bagi give way

diigt  undress
fagt sweep.
Plagi  peel (fruit)
kovgi  give birth
tfeegn  change
meegi  scrutinize
mobgr  save

kpalagi  vomit
kpiligi  dismount
palagt  melt
pebigt  shine
yelagt  be broad
yobgt  grow weak

BrRTrER me a0 TR
wpgsErenaves

Many of these verbs refer to events which involve the removal of something or
the reversal of a state or condition. This is transparently so in the case of
(3a,b.c.d,g,i.n,p.q.r.tu) and arguably so in the case of a few others, notably (3h.y).
This suggests analyzing /gi/ ~/gV/ as a suffix with a function similar to the un- or re-
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prefixes in English. What makes this analysis somewhat less attractive is that the roots
it implies (i.e., the mono- or bisyllabic portions preceding /gi/~/gy) do not generally
exist as independent forms capable of occurring without /gl/~/gv. The sole exception
of which T am aware is (3d), which appears to be related to the verb root /tii/ *close’.
Even in this fairly convincing case, however, a synchronic analysis of /gi/~/gV as a
suffix would need to account for the difference in vowel length between the *root” /ti/
in /tigi/ and the verb /tii/, for which there is no general independent explanation. It
appears then that while there is strong evidence for analyzing /gi/~/gV as a mor-
pheme, at least historically, it is not a productive suffix synchronically.

Reduplication, which is common in nouns and adjectives, is almost non-existent
in verbs.* There is however limited evidence of a type of reduplication which may
have been formerly productive, in that two- and three-syllable verbs of the form
CIC,VX (where the two consonants labeled C; are identical and I is a high vowel
whose values of [ATR] and [round] are determined by regular harmony processes) are
unexpectedly common. Some examples are given below.

“) tfitfaa shiver
sus™ grease
didee go steadily

kukuri lift up
totfus suck

These examples could be explained as due to a reduplication process which prefixes a
CV syllable consisting of a copy of the first consonant of a root plus a high vowel,
whose values of [round] and [ATR] are determined by regular harmony processes in
m language.” It should be noted however that there are no indications that the process
the roots from which the reduphcmd forms
would bave beca erived are in graeral moattzsisd i fhe present-day lan
A similar reduplication process plays a limited role in deriving ad]ec(lves from
verbs. In this case there are actual morphological alternations:

epoge

(5)  ADIECTIVE VERB
kok™n  be different K™ differ
fufuli  white Tuli be white®
didaa  old daa surpass in years

Although the morphological relatedness in these examples is clear, the process is of very
limited productivity, as the words in (5) constitute the only clear examples T have found.
Compounding is also rare in verbs, though common in nouns. One type of com-

pounding which does oceur involves the combination of a copula-like element /bu/” with
a nominal or adjectival root, as in (6).
(6) a buldug bestrong  (cf. >-loy strength)

b. bu-kog  be sweet (cf. >-kon sweetness)

c. busip  bedifficult (cf. a-sip controversy)

d. buyee besharp

uplicaton is not a producive morphological

105.‘ al distinctions that arc encoded by redupl

adectives, which contan adjacent scymentall i
i,

cess in nouns or adjectives, i.e., there arc no morpho-
jon. 1t is_quite common, Towever, (o find nouns and

clements. There docs nol scem to be any stem /(oI *smooth’ for example that occurs in other conexts.
There are also s fow insiances (sce below) where adieciives are derived from verbs via reduplication.

S Hansford (1988) posits a reduplication process of this type in Chumburung. This type of reduplication
occurs productively 1 Nupe (Smith 1969)

G The word /full/ *be white® does not occur in my own data, but is found in Snider (1989a),

7 Ibol also occurs commonly as & locative verb, as in 3 bu nda *he is at the farm’, > mag bv  *he is not there”.
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e bu-ns"n be tall/long (cf. ns™n length)
£ bu-dza  be hot

g boluln  bebitter  (cf. Inlu bitter)
This process is of limited productivity; it is restricted to a small number of lexical
jtems like those in (6).

3. AFFIXATION

As in many languages, it is not always obvious whether certain morphemes in
Nawuri should be regarded as affixes or independent words. There are a number of
“quasi-aspectual” verbal morphemes, for example whose phonological behavior (i.c.,
the fact that their non-low vowels undergo obligatory [ATR] harmony with a following
verb root) suggests that they are prefixes, although in other respects they behave as
independent words. These particular morphemes, which 1 analyze as auxiliary verbs,
will be discussed in detail in §6. In the present section, I consider two morphemes
which are more readily analyzable as bound affixes: a causative suffix /a/~/aa/ ~/la/
and an incompletive aspect prefix /i/~/1.

3.1 CAUSATIVE SUFFIX

There are a number of intransitive verbs in Nawuri which have corresponding
transitive forms that end in a sequence /a/~/aa/~/la/. The transitive form generally
stands in a causative semantic relationship to the intransitive form. Some examples are
shown in (7). These examples represent most of the clear cases of this type of
transitive-intransitive pair in my data. T have not yet attempted to systematically elicit
pairs of this type, however, and it is therefore not yet clear to me how productive this
suffixation process is in present-day Nawuri,

W) INTRANSITIVE  TRANSITIVE GLOSS
a  yi yilaa stand / set
b kusoo kos“aa arise / Lift up”
c b bYiiaa return
d. biligi bilipaa turn
e. dii diiaa climb / raise
£ dula sleep / put to sleep
g dee decla burn / light (fire)
ho pa paola be soft / soak
i *pee peela be red / make red

The asterisk preceding [pee] in (7i) indicates that this form is not attested synchronically
as an independently occurring verb, the present-day form of “be red” being [pey?].'” There

is however an adjective /pipee/ ‘red’, in which the initial syllable /pu is almost certainly
the result of the type of reduplication discussed in §2.2 above. The obvious relatedness of
Jpipee/ and /peela/ would seem to justify recognizing /pee/ ‘be red’ as a (bound)
morpheme in present-day Nawari, which may have existed in the past as a free form. The
pairs in (7) seem to be related by a suffixation process. Although predicting the form of
the suffix is not entirely , the following account for most of
the data (taking the root to be identical to the intransitive form):

& The transitive form of (7a) also appears in my data as [yila], with u short final vowel. I believe that this
s not a transcriptions) crror, but that both forms actually oceur. | am unable to say ai present, however,
what factors govern the variation.

9 This form also appears in my data as [kosaa). | am 2ot furs ‘Ahclher there is inter-speaker variation or
whether one of the forms is simply due 10 2 transcriptio

10 The phonemic representation of this and a number ofnx ther wurds ending in [y?] is not entirely clear. In
Casal (1988), 1 argued fo sn underlying representation payu: Although i suppored by several pices
of indirect cvidence, this analysis is by no means the only one possil
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1. Tf the root is polysyllabic, its final vowel is replaced by /aa/.!!
2. 1f a monosyllabic root ends in /i, the transitive suffix takes the form /aa/.
3. Other monosyllabic roots take the suffixal form /la.

Left unaccounted for by these rules are the labialization on the transitive form in (7b)
and the vowel length change in the root in (76).

3.2 INCOMPLETIVE ASPECT PREFIX

Nawari does not mark a distinction between past and present tense; instead, there is
a distinction between COMPLETIVE and INCOMPLETIVE aspects. With full NP (as opposed
to pronominal) subjects, incompletive aspect is marked with a prefix Which is realized phone-
tically as [i] if the following vowel is [+ATR] and [1] if the following vowel is [-ATR]:
(8) a tfaspaa ikpe  gali

spider  INC-go'? funeral

Spider is going to the funeral.

b.  imahfa i-su

guns -ery
The guns are firing.

c.  mampap r-ba:
Mampay INC-come
Mampan is coming.

d kit dz mo
lizard INC-chase 3s"OBJ
The lizard is chasing him.
In contrast, completive aspect is signaled by the absence of an overt prefix:
(9) a  yaa ba  anaatu ast
Yaa come Anatu near
Yaa came near Anatu.

b, fulr loo mu gado
antelope enter3s"0BS farm  at
An antelope entered his farm.

¢ owsra mo t mo  (femmee
chief the call 3°0B) friend
‘The chief called his friend.

The prefix /i/ ~/v/ does not occur with incompletive verbs that have pronominal,
rather than NP, subjects. Instead, incompletive aspect with pronominal subjects is
marked by using a different form of the subject pronoun clitic, as shown in the
examples in (10):"*

1T The disappearance of the final root vowel before /aa/ actually has an independeat phonological explans-
e A ot o il e Nowur (Cassli 1985, fortoming 3).
“The morphologicsl process may therefore b hmited 1o suxation of /a
2 The abbr s article are: ONRD - concord; COMP - me]cuve: EMPH - emphatic; INC -
incompletive; INTS - intensificr; O - obj - sus - subordinatc; T - topicalization.
13 1t should be noted that although the incompletive forms in (10) (and (8)) seems to imply present temse,
ihis s purely an arifat o th way ihey have been gossed. n an appropiae comext, incompltive aspect
can also with reference 10 a past (or future) event (relative (o the time of the utlerance), as for
cxampl o he Tollowing semience:

.
They be there they oy
‘A5 Iy Were thefe istemng, she was rying.




An Overview of the Nawuri Verbal System

(10) COMPLETIVE ASPECT
a o fugi

INCOMPLETIVE ASPECT
e fugi

3 fly

He is flying.

bee kpe

3y
They are going.

69

The full set of pronouns used with the completive and incompletive aspects is

given in (11). (N represents a nasal consonant that is homorganic with an immedi-
ately following consonant. The alternate forms of some pronouns are due to the
existence of [ATR) harmony: the pronoun vowels harmonize with the first vowel in
a following verb.)'™*

(11) Forms of subject pronouns with completive and incompletive aspects:
c

IMPLETIVE
syllabie N

(COMPLETIVE

Ist person singular:
2nd person singular: fu/fo
3rd person singular: o
Ist person plural: aN
2nd person plural: faN
3rd person plural: ba bee/bee

Clearly, it would be satisfying if the form of each incompletive pronoun could
be derived by regular ical rules from a combination of the i
completive pronoun plus the same prefix /i/~// which marks the incompletive
aspect with full NP subjects. In the case of the 3rd person plural, this would in fact
be possible. Since there is a regular process in the language which converts a
sequence of vowels /a+i/ to [ee] and a sequence /a+1/ to [¢e] when these se-
quences arises across a word boundaries, we would expect pronunciations like the
following, which are in fact attested:
(12) a. ba ikpe — beekpe

3 INC-go  They are going.

b, ba 1ba — beeba
3 INC-come  They are coming.

I can see no way of making this kind of analysis work in general however.
Consider for example the derivations which would have to be posited in the case of the
second person singular pronoun:

(13) a fu ikpe — fikpe
INC-go You are going.
b. fo  rba —  fuba
3 INC-come  You are coming.

Elsewhere in the language, /u/ and /u/ are regularly converted to [w] before a
non-round vowel (with compensatory lengthening of the latter), e.g., /fu 1pu/ *your
soup’ surfaces as [f*mpo]. A rule which simply deletes /u/ or /u/ before another vowel
(with compensatory lengthening) would have no precedent, and would apply only in
the case of these particular pronouns. Similarly, in the case of the third person singular
pronouns, a rule converting /o/ +/i/ to [¢] and /3/+/1/ to [¢] would have no precedent
in the language: clsewhere these sequences are realized as [“ee] and [“ee] respectively.

14 The third-person pronouns given in (1) arc the forms used with animate subjects. Other pronouns are
used for inanimate subjects; these are gencrally identical in form o the class prefix of the noun class o
which the referent belongs. (Sce §4 belaw).
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While it would of course be possible to formulate minor morphological rules applying
only in the specific context desired, it is not clear that anything would be gained by
this. Note moreover that such an analysis could not in any case apply to the remaining
persons, since in these persons the forms of the completive and incompletive aspect
pronouns are simply identical.' With the possible exception of the third person plural
forms, then, it scems necessary to analyze the incompletive subject pronouns as

at least
The difference between completive and incompletive aspects is marked not only
by differences in the segmental forms of the subject pronouns used with cach aspect,
but by tonal differences as well. Although the pronouns themselves are uniformly
Low-toned in both aspects, there are diffcrences in the tonal patteras of verbs in the
two aspects. The most common set of verbs, which has a LH citation tone melody
(realized as LLH on three-syllable verbs, as LH on two-syllable verbs, as a L-H rise
on monosyllabic, bimoraic verbs, and as level H on CV verbs), for example, displays
a level H patiern in the completive aspect but a H{H pattern in the incompletive
aspect, as in the following data:
(14) a  igf  wakeup
b atfini  (s)he woke up
c.  efilpi (s)he is waking up

4 16 weave
e. b6 (s)he wove
£ 216)6  (s)he is weaving
Although the matter has not been systematically investigated, these same tonal
differences apparently apply with full NP subjects as well, cf. [gldzimb™{ figi]
*vulture flew (completive)’, [and4|td {-s6/14] ‘Anatu is carrying it (incompletive)’,
where [fugi] ‘fly’ and [sula] ‘carry’ are verbs in the same tonal class as [tfini] ‘wake
up’ whose behavior is exemplified in (14).

4. SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT

Nawuri displays a type of subject-verb agreement in which a noun in subject
position may have its noun class prefix repeated as the initial element of the verb
phrase. There are seven different singular-plural noun class pairings; the prefixes for
these noun class pairings are as shown in (15). (/gi/ is realized as [gi], [g], [gu], or
[gu]. depending on [ATR] and roundness harmony. /O/ is realized as [o] or [o], while
11/ is realized as [i] or [1], subject to [ATR] harmony. /N/ represents a nasal consonant
homorganic with the initial consonant of the stem.)

(15)  SINGULAR  PLURAL

gl a-
o- -
ga- -
gl- -
o- a-
] a-
] -

As is commonly the case in languages with noun classes, there is a strong, though far
from exceptionless, correlation between some of the noun classes and certain semantic
groupings. For example, nouns referring to animate beings tend to belong to the /0-/

151is possibl that a1 least some speakers have a distinet incompletive second person plural form feen/feen
(depending once again on vowel harmony). 1 have only mimimal data bearing on this ssue, however, and
Turiner investigation i defnitely necded.
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singular and /a-/ plural classes, while nouns referring to liquids usually take /N-/
(These nouns, being mass nouns, generally do not have distinct singular forms.)

Agreement occurs with the singular noun class prefixes /ga-/ and /gl-/, and with
the plural noun class prefix /a-/. This is illustrated in (16), where the noun class
prefixes and their concordial copi:s are italicized.

(16) a.  grnaansi gr agbu
snake  CNRD get anger
The snake got angry.

b gi-buu mo gr
Sone e Sun f youmi
The stone fell to the ground.

c.  ga-b™i ga ba'®
goat CNRD INC-come
The goat is coming.

d. ga-bii mu ga kpe
child the CNRD go
The child went.

e atfembee a-mmoo a a gaa
corn these CNRD do much
‘This corn grew plentifully.

Example (16¢) shows, incidentally, that demonstratives also display noun class
agreement with a head noun: the corresponding singular sentence is gi-tfembee
ginimuo g1 waa gaa. Unlike many languages with this type of concord, numerals in
Nawuri do not show agreement however, nor does the determiner /mu/, as shown
by examples (16b,d).

Subject-verb agreement is not obligatory; the sentences in (16) have well-formed
counterparts without the noun class concord markers, as in the following examples:'”
(17) & genaanst pe agbu

snake
The snake gol ung\‘y

b gibun mo ftee gas
fione the Gl ground
The stone fell to the ground.

¢ gab™ rba
goat  INC-come
The goat is coming.

For reasons that are not clear, agreement is more marginal with the other noun
class prefixes. In the case of /N-/, some speakers I have spoken to find sentences like
(18) odd at best:'®

'6 m x‘qunme /p m/ in this example undergoes a regular pvecm and is realized phonetically as [geeba].
onsultcd did not accept a-tfembee a-
(lse), T alihough he izupmd tne sentences in {171 am not sure w
the fact that he qumvoﬂlly sccepted the same senience with the dmmmr /mol in place of /a- numou/
atfe uggests a prof reference for mum verb agreem in sentences which
imtmcn\ ‘within the P (in this case between /a-tfenbee/
et =nce with /b / “they’ used in place of /N/ is fmr. hnwevcrv m-baa ba bu ndas ta. It may
‘be that /ba is replacing /N/ as the agreement marker for this class. (NP-internal agreement is nover marked
by /bal, hnwcv:r. but only by /N/, cC. m-bwn libi n-kou (spirits bad some) and not *m-bwn libi ba-koo).




7 Journal of West African Languages XXV.1 (1995)

(18) m-baa mbu ndn t
wasps  be farm at
There are wasps at the farm,

With /i-/~/1/ and fo-/~/>-/, concord seems to be possible but infrequent. Some
examples in which it does oceur are given in (19):
(19) a. kpe g¢  o-wura o wa fo  grwee

go so'that chief see 2°0BJ pity

Go so the chief will have pity on you.

b mmus day i tii paa
these CNRD INTS CNRD be"important  very
These things are very important.
5. OVERVIEW OF VP STRUCTURE
Ta this section the inventory and distribution of the elements which occur in the

Nawuri VP are characterized briefly. This will set the stage for the more detailed
discussion of verbal auxiliaries and serial VP constructions in §§6 and 7.

5.1 ARGUMENTS OF V

Intrasitive, transitive, and ditransitive verbs all oceur in Nawuri, although the
latter are few in number. A few of those which do occur are listed in (20).
(20) a. sa give
b paala  loan
c. dsaga place
d. kaapo  show
e ka

£ yii stab
Sentences illustrating some of these verbs are given below:

@) a ba sa by  adsit
3 give rabbit food
They gave the rabbit food.

b paala mr  adzap
loan  1s"oBs thigh
Loan me a thigh (meat).
¢ ba yi mo gipambi
3p stab 3"OBI needle
They stabbed him with a needle.

There are also verbs which take senteatial complements. Common among these
are verbs expressing psychological states, as illustrated in the sentences in (22), and
specch verbs as in (23). The former type of verb generally takes a complementizer
/fee/, while the latter generally takes a complementizer /ye/.

19 1 s not enirely clea whethr e/ s o b rogaded a5 -cnmplemnw or a specch verb. The sentences
in (3 would also be grammaical without he verb towy ‘$peak’, € . 3,Y¢ b sy gabil s accepiale 3 an
hoas Torm 3F 3505 T sime semgace 5o ramnaties kb el bows e s b & o M

pparently restrictedto onlets n “Shich i Tollowcd by a e or ndiree speech quotation e

¥ 3¢ no acoeptable 1 say something 1Ko +2.y¢ bllen ‘h speak auickly". (Contras s with > Eowr by

he'speaks quckly’s which 15 sccepiabl n would seem plausibi, then 10 regard /ye/ 35 @ verb roughly

cuiraent in meunag to Engh Structions involving the scquence fawe ye X would then be
i s e Ve cocsiions loe 7 below) MokTaabI 3 ‘spek ey T
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(22) 2 ntamaa fee > ba
is hope  COMP 3s come
I hope that he came.
b onu fee mba
3s hear COMP 15 come
He heard that I came.

c. K"ami kn fee 3 may kun
Kwame look COMP 35 not be’fat
Kwame observed that he wasn't fat.

(23) a. 3 towiye  nsup gabii
3ssay COMP s send child
She says I should send a child.

b ba taast mv ye o su afulee
3 ask  3°OBI COMP 3 have money
They asked him if he had money.

There are also verbs which take a sentential complement with a semantically empty
subject pronoun /i ~/1/:
(24) 1 dagaa fee  ba kpe tots

it be“necessary COMP 3p go there

They need to go there.

Predicates expressed in English using a single ditransitive verb are often ex-
pressed in Nawuri instead by means of serial verb constructions, as in the examples in
(25). This is of course a common feature of Kwa languages.
(25) a. taa deebi ba

take knife  come

Bring a knife.

b taa mbl was ptfu mo to
take salt  do water the in
Put the salt in the water.

As stated previously, the basic word order in Nawuri is SVO; NP and PP argu-
ments follow the verb in almost all circumstances. The only significant exception
involves VP's which are nominalized through the prefixation of a singular noun class
prefix /gi-/~/gi-/ to the verb; in such cases, an NP object precedes the verb, as in the
examples in (26).%°
(26) a. o pi tfeetfee  gi-dii

3s know  bicycle  climbing
She knows how to ride a bicycle.

b opi ok gekita
3sknow fish  catching
He knows how to catch fish.
5.2 ADVERBS

There are comparatively few adverbs in Nawuri. Some examples of those which
do occur are listed in (27).

ave no examples of nominalized ditransitives
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@27) a  biley quickly
b tfeetfee  correctly
e gyay uselessly

Adverbs always follow the verb and its arguments, as in the examples in (28).
(28) a. > waa bileg
3 do  quickly
She went quickly.
b, ba tfra tfeetfee
3p write correctly
They wrote correctly.

c. fuba  mfu  gyap
25 come here  usclessly

You came here for no reason.

e e ptfu mo o bilen
3-INC go water the at quickly
She is going to the water quickly.

Some adverbs are commonly reduplicated; this has the result of intensifying the
meaning of the original adverb:
(@9) > st bilen biley
run quickly quickly
He ran very quickly.

5.3 NEGATION

There are two negation markers in Nawuri: a morpheme /map/ and a morpheme
/mee/~/mee/ (with the choice of allomorph of the latter determined, as in so many
other cases, by vowel harmony with a following morpheme). Examples of these mor-
phemes are shown in (30) and (31).

(30) a. o mapsa bamu adsito
35 ot give 3p°0B) food
He didn’t give them food.

b, ba mapwu bamo pii
3p not see 3p"OBJ mother
They didn’t see their mother.

e amphbs t
3smot be there
She isn’t there.

4. mapdz fah
not be thus
1t's not like that.

e gitfay ma mag se  ipini
guinea*fowl CONTRAST not have hair
For his part, Guinea Fowl doesn’t have hair.

(31) a5 mee taali  wi  gunup gmuo lowi  mo  gkup

3cnot beable chew meat this finish  35"0BJ alone
He is not able to finish eating the meat alone.
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b e wi 5> meesa mu  dsoomd
3OINC chew  3snot give 35"0Bs doy
When she ate she didn’t give (food to) her dog.

<. 2 mee tawi
3s not  speak
He doesn’t speak. (of dumb person)

d. saamo ba mee pe mbh bee  d3i
then 3p not get salt  3pINC eat
At that time they couldn’t get salt to eat with.

e. dzabuwa mee tfina gatm kolug
dsabowa not sit  place onc
Dgabuwa doesn’t stay in one place (very long).

Both negative morphemes always precede the verb and occur in absolute initial
position in the verb phrase, beforc any auxiliaries which precede the main verb.
(Examples involving negation and auxiliaries are shown in §6.)

While I have not systematically investigated the differences between /map/ and
/mee/~ /mee/ with the help of a Nawuri speaker, the distribution of these morphemes
in text material suggests that the former is used to indicate negation alone, while the
latter is a portmanteau morpheme that marks both negation and incompletive aspect.
Thus nearly all of the instances of /mee/~/mee/ in the approximately 36 pages of text
material I looked at were used in environments where either incompletive aspect was
marked on adjacent (non-negated) verbs referring to the same discourse situation (cf.
(31b)) or else it was clear from the surrounding context that the state of affairs
described by the verb was a continuing one. The morpheme /map/ (which is much
more common), on the other hand, scems to be useable either where a punctilear
interpretation of an event (or non-cvent) is specifically intended (cf. (30b), which
describes a situation in which children had just rushed into a room anxiously hoping
to see their mother) or else where the continuing or non-continuing nature of a state
of affairs is obvious from the context and/or of little importance. It also seems to be
the case that certain stative verbs (and copulas) require /man/ rather than
/mee/~/me/, e.g.. /su/ ‘have’, /pi/ ‘know’, /d3V ‘be (non-locative)', /bu/ ‘be (loca-
tive)", although this requires further investigation.

The claim that /mee/~/mee/ is a portmanteau morpheme marking both negation
and completive aspect is supported by the fact that the contrast between incompletive
aspect pronouns and ordinary (unmarked) pronouns is neutralized before negation
markers: only the ordinary subject pronouns occur in this context. The prefix /i/ which
marks incompletive aspect with full NP subjects also fails to surface in negation
contexts. (*d3abuwa mee 1-tfina gatm kolup, corresponding to (31e), for example, is
ill-formed.) This is easily explained if we assume that aspect in negation contexts is
signaled instead by marking (or absence of marking) on the negation morpheme itself.
Note also that the phonological difference between /may/ and /mee/~/mee/ is for-
mally nearly parallel to that between the ordinary (aspectually unmarked) third person
plural pronoun /ba/ and its incompletive aspect counterpart /bee/~/bee/. In fact, just
as there is some justification for regarding the latter as derived by phonological rule
from /ba/ + [/~ (where /i/~/i/ is the incompletive aspect prefix), it is also tempt-
ing to derive [mee]~[mee ] from /man/ + /i/~/t/. Such a source would of course
entail the deletion of the final nasal of /map/ as well as the coalescence (amply
attested in other contexts) of /a/+/i/ to [¢] or /a+1/ to [¢]. There is a precedent for
positing this deletion, in that final nasals in some other grammatical morphemes are
sometimes deleted intervocalically, as in (32).
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(32) mmmus 1 )
these CNRD INTS CNRD be"important very
These things are very important.
paa]
Tn the case of (32), however, coalescence may be blocked in sufficiently careful speech
and native speakers are clearly aware of the original morphemic composition of [dee].
In the case of [mee]~[mee], on the other hand, T have seen no indication that speakers
consciously regard this as derived from /man/ + /i/~/u/. Regardless of whether such a
derivation may be regarded as synchronically productive, however, it is entirely plausible
as a historical source of /mec/~/mee/ and provides support for the hypothesis that the
difference between this morpheme and /man/ involves aspect-marking.

— [mimov 1 dee

6. VERBAL AUXILIARIES
There are a number of common morphemes in Nawuri which are found preceding

the main verb and serve a kind of aspectual function, modifying or further specifying

the temporal or pragmatic properties of a predicate (e.g., degree of speaker commil-

ment to the truth of a proposition). Some examples are in (33).

(33) a  teeftee already

b b again

c. wolaa already

d. naa (expresses intention)

e day (intensifier)

£ pwpii L

g kap (lack of speaker commitment to factuality of proposition)

None of these morphemes can occur as an independent verb in the language, i.e.,
sentences like those in (34) (in which /o/ is the animate third-person singular subject
pronoun) are ill-formed:*
(34) a.  *>wulaa

b *abila

c. *> naa

Each auxiliary must be directly followed either by an independent verb, as in (35), or
by another auxiliary, as in (36):

(35 a o tee dsi
3s already eat
She already ate.

b, fobila ba
25 again  come
You came again.

Ipii/ s a negative polarity item which must be preceded (and presumably c-commanded) by the

o e
22 The auxiliary /nas/ is segmentally homophonous with a verb /nsa/ ‘walk’. Although Sherwood (1982)
salyzed ihese s the same morpheme, [ do not ind this analyss very plausibe. To begn with
tonal differences: while the * bears a high tone in completive contexts and
contour i “ncompletive co

s to be generally lowtoned, though it may bea a H to L aling contour afe a -toned
Word, in accordance’ wih & pevera Tle of by ing st exiss n the fanguage (The tonal
Behavior of the sary s has mot Rowevet 5ec throughly Mnsesigacd, and 1 am ot compleily cera
that this i he whole sory,) Whil one might y o atiriute thesetona iffrences (0 the different syniactic
conlexts in which /naa/ occurs, it is ot clear fo me that this can be don in a principled way. Also,
he extension of generic motion verbs ke “go" and -come" 1o use 5. auxilarcs or aspect pariles. is
Wellatesied oross ingurstically, such a developrment from a rather speciic verb ke ‘walk: s not. Finally,

have observed no evidence o suggest that Nawuri speakers regard these as the same morph

e G s ywl many ofhet independent verbs in Nawuri, the auxiliary
eccding
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e dag waa fah
INTS do  that
Just do that!

d ba mappn ba
3p  not yet come
They haven’t come yet.

(36) a. kpaaraa tee
Sqicrel, alseudy sgain_chuist
The squirrel went out again.

b > bila naa taa kpaasi
3s again  go™to take rat
He went and took the rat again.

c. o dap bila  kpe mo

35 INTS again go  SUB

If he goes again, . . .
This restriction raises the question of whether these morphemes might better be treated
as prefixes rather than independent words. An additional point in favor of this
suggestion is the fact that the auxiliary /tee/~/tee/ undergoes obligatory [ATR]
harmony with a following morpheme, as shown in (37). (Recall that obligatory [ATR]
harmony normally applies only within words in Nawuri.)
(37) oteedsi  (S)he already ate.

ateeba  (S)he already came.

Note that this particular auxiliary is the only one which is potentially subject to [ATR]
harmony, since it is the only one whose final vowel is non-low. (The low vowel /a/ is
opaque to [ATR] harmony in Nawuri, as in many other [ATR] languages.)

There is other evidence, however, which argues that the auxiliaries are inde-
pendent words rather than affixes. In an auxiliary plus verb sequence, it is possible for
both the auxiliary and the verb to be preceded by pronoun clitics or concord markers.
These must agree in person and number, but may in some cases differ in aspect.
Examples involving the auxiliaries /bila/, /naa/, /day/, /kan/ and /tee/~/tee/ are given
in (38).

(38) a

taali e waa  gusup
Jinot again NG sble WNC do  work
He is no longer able to work.
b o> maghbla 3 ba  gawu
3s not again 3s come home
He won’t come home again.
€ 3 bila € ki
3s again  3"INC look
She is looking again.
4 ba naa  bee ©  ibatfaga
3 go'to WOINC bum  tbatfaga
They go around burning ibachaga (n type of plant).
& e da; loo kotoku mu 1=
WING INTS SNC emler sack the i
Just as he was entering the sack,
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roe day ¢ sawo
INCINTS 3INC ery
He is crying

g odage di obuto
35 INTS 35 sleep  room-in
She is sleeping in the room.

h. o kag e ba  mu nbiti nsa mo  aful
3if  3INC come SUR Is want Is give 35°01) money
1f she comes, I'll give her money.

i o komaa tee e dzi
3severy  already 37INC eat
Everyone was already cating.

j ot e kn
3s already 3" INC_look
She already was looking.

k. tfaapaa nu  gifag @ dap g dsi
spider  that guinea’fowl CNRD INTS ~ CNRD eat
It was spider that guinca fowl ate.

Not only would treating these auxiliaries as prefixes result in words of considerably
greater length than generally occurs in the language (e.g., we would have
/>mapbilagtaalt *he is no longer able’ in (38a))., but, more significantly, it would
force us to admit cases where person/number and aspect are marked twice within the
same word. Also, it is surely significant that every auxiliary consists of enough
phonological material to qualify as an independent phonological word (the minimal
phonological word in Nawuri being a CV syllable). Many prefixes in the language, on
the other hand, consist of onsctless V(C) syllables which could not qualify as
well-formed phonological words in isolation.

When several auxiliaries occur in sequence, the order conforms 1o the schema in (39):
(39) (tee/tee) (dan) (bila) (naa) V

(As stated above, negation markers precede all auxiliaries.) Examples illustrating this ordering
are given in (40). (1 have found no examples involving the full expansion of this schema.)

bila towr
again  speak
o

(40) a. am» fo  mee da
2 not IN
Won't you speak aga

b ba dag naa oo
3p INTS go'to enter SUB
Just as they entered . . . .

¢ ba tee bila naa dwa adsito
3p  already again  go'to cook  food
They went and cooked food again.

d 2 tee dag bila  faa mo  malfa
3s already INTS again take 3°OBJ gun
He already went to take his gun again.

T do not have sufficient data to state the positions of /kan/ and /wulaa/ with respect to
the other auxiliarics precisely: it appears, however that /kap/ must follow /dan/, and
that /wolaa/ must follow /tee/~/tee/. The morpheme /pil/~/pw is most likely
analyzable as an allomorph of /tee/~/tee/ after the negative particle /may/:
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(41) a.  ba tee  dsi (*ba pii d3i)
3 already eat
They already ate.
b ba mappi  dsi (*ba map tee dzi)
5 not already eat
They haven’t eaten yet.

When two or more auxiliaries occur in sequence, a subject pronoun generally
appears only before the first auxiliary. Sentences like the following, with repeated
subject pronouns, are ill-formed for example:
“2) a o mee fo dap fo bila  towr
not 2s INTS 25 again speak
le won't speak again.

b. *ba tee ba bila diga  adzit>y
3p already3p again cook
They already cooked food again.

c. *ba tee ba naa diga adsito
5 already3p go’to cook  food
They already went to cook food.

7. SERIAL VERBS
7.1 BASIC OVERVIEW

As in many Kwa languages, it is extremely common to find a sequence of two or
more adjacent verbs:
(43) ‘rwu 'VERBS IN SEQUENCE:
gawn
Sicamy come bome
She carried it home.

b 3ba  taa mo  mabfa
35 come take 3s"0BI gun
He came and took his gun.

c. n taa ba
1s take come
T brought it.

d > sih loo
3srun enter
She ran and entered.

e bee kusoo taa adsito
5°INC arise  take food
They get up and take food.

23 The prohibition against repeated subject pronouns within the auxiliary complex may not be absolute,
however. The following senince, involving b/ and /nsa/ was accepicd by both of the natve speskers

B ecns went 1o greet again.

This is ety o that requires forber invesi 1 note that sentences invoiving
o eepetkion wl e Aeaiery o entin the 1t data Which forms he basis of th

e Tt ot Speabars egoctos e e 1 443)




80 Journal of West African Languages XXV.1 (1995)

THREE OR MORL VERBS IN SEQUENCE:
£ sba  taa sa mu gibu
3s come take give 35 "0BJ family
He came and gave it to his family.
g 9ty taa waa ipu sa  bamu
3s cut take do  soup give 3p"0BI
He cut it and made soup for them.
h. ba kita nip s folug t
3 cach pushthrow fire in
They grabbed it and pushed it into the fire.
i foh st ba  loo t

antelope run come enter river in
The antelope ran and entered the river.

i ap kvssu faa  kpe bembe
Ip arise cross go opposite’shore
We got up and crossed to the opposite shore.
The term SERIAL VERB is something of a misnomer, however, since what we find are
not just sequences of adjacent verbs, but adjacent VPs which may contain direct and
indirect objects, as in (44):
(44) a.  taa dechi sa m
take knife give 15°0BI
Bring me a knife.
b. ba taa mblt waa ptfu  mo
3p take salt  do water the in
They took salt and put it in the water.

e 2 kesvu ye mo  ikpatfas taa sa  mo mbii
3sarise  sharpen 3°ORJ machetes take give 35 children
He got up and sharpened his machetes and gave them to his children.
4. ba mappe gunup waa gapalt 1pu
3 not get meat do fufu  soup
They didn’t get meat to make soup for the fufu.
It is also possible for each verb in the sequence to have its own auxiliaries. This is
illustrated in (45), where the auxiliarics are underlined:
(45) a.  tfamist tobiee nn ba dag dzi dag s"u 1po
headpans in EMPH that 3p INTS eat INTS sip soup
They ate (food) and sipped soup from headpans.

b fu  dap tfaa maa In mfu maa akra
27INC INTS dance go™to leave here and Accra
You will dance from here to Acera.

c.  okpampu bila  b"ii  kusuu bila  b"ii  kpe
hunter  again retun arisc again return go
The hunter got up again and went.

4. tfaapaa tec  waa biley biley maa fo  owura ay
spider  already do  quickly quickly go™to arrive chief House’at
Spider had already hurried and went to the chief’s house

As is typically the case in languages with serial verb constructions, when two
verbs have the same object, the object occurs only after the first verb:
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(46) 2  amaatu s nta  sa mo  saa
Anatu  buy drink give 3°0B) in"law
Anatu bought drink for his father-in law.
(*anaatu s3 nta sa mo saa nta)

b 3 tou fol mu  m
35 shoot  antelope the kil
He shot and killed the antelope.
(*> to2 foli mo m> foli)

c. yaa taa gife mu mee
Yaa take medicine the swallow
Yaa took the medicine and swallowed it.
(*yaa taa gife mo mee gife)

In all of the serial constructions we have seen so far, the subject of the verb
sequence appears only once, before the first verb. Alongside these prototypical serial
verb constructions, we also find sequences in which a pronominal copy of the subject
(or in some cases a concord marker) is repeated before one or more of the subsequent
verbs. In these constructions, the verbs may bear the same aspect, as in (47), or

different aspects, as in (48).
(47) ALL VERBS COMPLETIVE ASPECT:
. > '

3s stand 35 look
He stood and looked.

b. gab™ dap > su > naa
goat  INTS 3s have 35 walk
Goat is walking with it.

c. tfaapaa sii oyl tots
spider  remain 3s stand there
Spider remained and stood there.

d. tfaapaa wu > di
spider  die 3 lie
Spider lay dead.

ALL VERBS INCOMPLETIVE ASPECT:

e pimesa r-tfe am pil e sa am
person INC*heal 1p mother 35"INC give us
A person is healing our mother for us.

f.  tfaapaa dap e too € T
spider  INTS 3"INC shoot 3s"INC miss
Spider kept shooting and missing.

g bee kpe bee ©
3INC go HpUINC wrestle at
They were going to wrestle.
h.  gakekvmaa e kpe e ko gikpaslaa e da

day every 3°INC go 35INC look trap 3INC catch
Every day he was going and checking his trap and catching meat
(48) COMPLETIVE ASPECT BEFORE INCOMPLETIVE ASPECT:
a. owura maamo bi ba kusou bee  kpe nds
chief and 3 childip arise 3'INC go farm
‘The chief and his child arose and were going to the farm.

inup
meat
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b o bia o muue
35 again  3s bend 35"INC farm
She bent down again and farmed (hoed)

¢ oyl e dzee
3sstand  3'INC  bathe
He stood there bathing.

d odapba  >te mu lembu toe sawo e sawu
3s INTS come  3s sit  3s"OB) hall in 3"INC cry 3"INC ery
He came and sat crying in his hall.

INCOMPLETIVE ASPECT BEFORE, COMPLETIVE ASPECT:

e natt  kpe >  yilt
e walk gb e sand
He was walking and (then) he stood there.

£ kpe > naa  ftaa gmmoy
Js“lNc go 3s go’to take this“one
She was going to take this one.

Instances where a verb in the incompletive aspect precedes a verb marked for
completive aspect, as in (48¢,f), are relatively rare, at least in the narrative texts on
which this study is largely based.

For many linguists, the sequences in (47) and (48) would not qualify as serial
verb On the strictly level, it is of relatively minor impor-
tance whether one chooses to extend the label SERIAL VERB CONSTRUCTION to construc-
tions involving repeated subjects; within reasonable limits, one is free to define one’s
terms however one chooses. Beyond terminology, however, there is a substantive
question to be dealt with, i.e., whether or not the sequences in (47) and (48) involve
essentially the same structure as the more prototypical serial verb constructions looked
at earlier. At this point, I am unable to suggest an answer to this question.

Some linguists have drawn a distinction between cases in which the two verbs in
a sequence refer to independent events and those in which both verbs refer to different
aspects of a unitary event and/or one verb in some sense modifies the event described
by the other. Christaller (1875) for example refers to Akan (Twi) constructions of the
former type as “accidental combinations™ and the latter as “essential combinations”.
Sebba (1987) cites Christaller’s distinction approvingly, stating that it corresponds
roughly to his own distinction between coordinate and subordinate serialization.

It is easy enough to find serial verb constructions corresponding to both of these
types in Nawuri. Examples in which the two verbs refer to independent events are
given in (49), while cases where the two refer to a single event are given in (50).
49) a. Iu kita  bamou tii  obu-to

catch  3p"0BJ shut room-in
They caught them and locked them in the room.

b s guts kou  biyaa mu
buy thing some bring 1s"0BJ
Buy something for me.

e otfn  mu woti  d3anee waa po mo t
woman the pound pepper do  soup the
The woman pounded the pepper and put it in the soup.
(50) a. 2 tfma dzo0 mu
3s sit wait  35"0BJ
She waited for her.
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b. ba nati  kpe owura ayr
3 walk go chiel house®of
They walked to the chief’s house.

c asula ba  gawn
3s carry come  home
He carried it home.

The distinction is not always entirely clear-cut, however, as there are cases where the
events described by the two verbs overlap partially but not completely in time.
Consider for example the utterance in (S1).
(S1) kpaasi sii loo  3b> ta
run enter hole in
The rat ran into the hole.

Here the action described by /loo “enter” clearly overlaps with the action described by
/silv “run’. Nevertheless, the overlap is only partial, ie., the rat was presumably
running before it entered the hole.

It is also possible to distinguish between serial verb constructions in which the
meaning of the entire construction is straightforwardly composed of the lexical mean-
ings of the individual verbs and their arguments and those in which it is not. Many of
the examples we have scen already belong to the former type. Among the more
extreme cases in the latter group are the combinations in (52).

(52) & waa ki try
do look
b kol dsi believe

reccive cat

Each of these pairs has an idiomatic meaning not directly determined by the meanings
of the individual verbs in the sequences. Other instances of non-compositionality, of a
less extreme sort, will be seen in the next section.

7.2 SOME COMMON VERBS IN SERIAL VERB CONSTRUCTIONS

‘While almost any verb in Nawuri can occur in a serial verb construction in the
right context, there are some which occur very commonly as serial verbs. In many
cases these modify a preceding or (more commonly) following verb by further narrow-
ing its meaning or by specifying further thematic information. In this section I discuss
a few of the more common verbs of this sort, without making any claim to comprehen-
sive coverage.

7.2.1 sa ‘give’

A verb which commonly occurs as the final verb (Vy) in serial verb constructions
is the verb /sa/. In non-serial contexts, this verb simply means ‘give’, as in the
following examples:

(53) a. ba sa by adzity
3p  give rabbit food
They gave food to the rabbit.

b sa mi afulee

give 15"0BJ money

Give me money.
When it occurs as Vy, however, /sa/ often has a benefactive meaning, indicating that
the action expressed by the preceding verb (V) is performed for someone (referred to
by the object of /sa/):
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(54) a. o waagusup s mu it
sdo work give 3°0BJ mother
e i working for his mother.

b, 3 ftfe bamu pii  sa  bamo
ssheal 3p  mother give 30
She healed their mother for them.

c. ammo i unuy gmmov sa  m
who TOP want 3schew meat this give 15°0B)
Who will eat this meat for me?

This is the normal way of expressing benefactive meaning in Nawuri, which has no
prefpostposition or other morpheme meaning *for’.

7.2.2 taa ‘take’

Sebba (1987:162) notes that constructions involving a verb meaning ‘take’ are
among the most common serial verb constructions cross-linguistically. Tn Nawauri, the
verb /taa/ ‘take’ is certainly among the most common verbs found as V; in this type of
construction. Its contribution to the meaning of a serial verb construction in which it
oceurs is more variable than that of /sa/ ‘give’. In some cases, as in the examples in
(55). /taa/ expresses an instrumental meaning, i.c., its object is used to carry out the
action expressed by V¢
(55) a. 5 taa deebi tm gmu

35 take knife cut 3:°0BI

She took a knife and cut it.

/She cut it with a knife.

b, ba taa ofe ymina mo
3p take rope tie  35OBJ
They took rope and tied him up.
/ They tied him up with rope.

Tn many other cases, /taa/ appears to contribute little meaning at all to the overall
serial verb construction. The sentences in (56), for example, have nearly the same
meaning as the corresponding sentences in (57).

(56) a. o taa sa mu  mbii
3 take give 3°0BJ children
He (took it and) gave it to his children

b tfaapaa taa waa mo  gukofii to
spider  take do 3°OmS claw  in
Spider (took it and) put it in his claw.

e s ta mv saga oyu susu
35 take 35°0BJ hang tree above
He (took him and) hung him in a tree.

(67 a. 3 sa mo  mbii

3s give 35"0BJ children
He gave it to his children

b ftfaapaa waa mo  guk
spider  do  3°OB) claw in
Spider put (it) in his claw.
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¢ osaga mu  oyu susu
3shang  35°0BI tree above
He (took him and) hung him in a tree.

It must be noted in particular that /taa/ in sentences like those in (56) need not refer to a
separate activity in which its object is literally ‘taken’ (e.g., picked up). It is easy to find
constructions of this type in which the context makes it clear that the object is already in the
actor’s possession at the time the event described by the serial verb construction oceurs. It
appears then, that the use of /taa/ in these constructions verges on being purely stylistic.
7.2.3 Motion Verbs
Many serial verb constructions involve the motion verbs /kpe/ *go’ and /ba/
‘come’. These may occur as either V; or Vi with different effects.
Examples illustrating the verb /ba/ ‘come’ as V; are shown in (58).
(58) a. o ba  thna
3s come  sit
She came and sat.
b 3ba fasla fu
3s come greet 25"OB)
He came and greeted you

c ba 30
come eat
Come eat!

In most cases, the meaning of a serial verb construction with /ba/ as V; seems to be
more or less compositional, i.c., it involves two separate events of which the first is a
literal coming of someone to a particular location. There sometimes seems, however,
to be an additional component of intent that is not part of the ordinary lexical meaning
of /bal, i.e., there is the implication that the coming was for the purpose of
accomplishing the second event
In contrast to /bal, the verb /kpe/ ‘go’ never-seems-to-occur immediately before
another verb, The reason for this is that /kpe/ as V; is always directly followed by
/man/, an auxiliary verb indicating purpose (cf. §6 above). This is illustrated in the
sentences in (59), where the corresponding sentences without /naal are ill-formed.
(59) a. ba kpe maa  moo akpatart
3p go go'to kill monkeys
They went and killed monkeys
b o kpe naa  biti inug
3sgo goto want meat
She went to look for meat.
As can be discerned from the free translations, the presence of /kpe naa/ in these
constructions contributes a sense of purposeful action
The verbs /kpe/ and /ba/ can also occur as Vy, following a variety of other verbs.
Tn many such cases the overall meaning appears to be straightforwardly compositional
Here 1 will just describe one of the more common cases, in which /kpe/ or /baf is
preceded by a more specific motion verb such as those listed below:
©0) a. s run

In this type of serial verb construction, the two verbs refer to a single event, the first
verb specifying the manner in which the event referred to by the more generic V¢ /kpe/
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or /bal is carried out. Some examples of this type of serial verb construction are given
below:

(61) a. 5> s ba  gawu
3srun come home
He ran home.

b. 2 nati  kpe tots
3swalk  go there
She walked there.

7.3 SUMMARY OF §7

Like many Kwa languages, Nawuri permits sequences of adjacent verb phrases.
Where two verbs in a series share the same object. the object occurs only after the first
verb, as is typical in verb serializing languages. Each verb in a series may have its
own auxiliaries. There are also series in which a pronominal copy of the subject is
repeated before one or more of the subsequent verbs. In these constructions, the verbs
may bear cither the same aspect or different aspects.

In some cases, verbs in a serial construction refer to independent events, while in
others they both describe the same event. There are also cases of partial temporal
overlap between the events described by two verbs in a serial verb construction. While
in many cases the meaning of the overall is
by the lexical meanings of the individual verbs and their arguments, there are also
cases where a particular combination of verbs has an idiomatic meaning.

Although virtually any Nawari verb can oceur in a serial verb construction under
appropriate circumstances, there are some which occur quite commonly in construc-
tions of this sort. Semantically, these typically serve to further specify aspects of the
event described by the other verb(s) in the construction. Among these are the verbs
Jsal “give’, /taa/ “take’, /ba/ ‘come’. and /kpe/ ‘go’.
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