A WORD-LIST OF ELOYI

HUGH D. MACKAY

The Eloyi people! (called afo by the Hausa, and epe by the Idoma) are indigenous
to the southern districts of Nasarawa Division of Benue Province. The Eloyi are divided
into two main dialect areas known as Eloyi Mbambu (those along the Benue River who
tend to live in larger villages) and the Eloyi Mbeci (lit. the Eloyi of the Rocks) around and
to the north of Edeje (called Udegi on most maps). Both sections are strong animists and
each compound has its own network of fetishes and idol houses.

They form one of the many smaller tribes of the Niger-Benue Valley area, but it is
very difficult to estimate their number (perhaps something in the region of 10,000-20,000)
as their villages generally consist of various tribal sections. The area contains much
fertile farming land which attracts people from surrounding areas — particularly the
Idoma, Bassa, Igbirra and Hausa. Owing perhaps to the highly complicated structure of
Bantu-type plural and concordial forms, few people from other tribes can speak their
language, even after having lived in the district for many years.

Many of the Eloyi along the Nasarawa-Loko road can speak Hausa through contact
with Government departments, traders, ete., and most of the Eloyi Mbambu can under-
stand the Agatu dialect of Northern Idoma by their contact with Agatu markets across the
Benue and with the number of Agatu-speaking people who live in their area.

As no data for this language has been previously published, the following word-list
has been obtained through the author’s knowledge of Idoma, and must be regarded as
tentative,

) PHONEMICS?
The phonemes of Eloyi seem to be as follows:
CONSONANTAL
Plosives labial ~ labio-dental alveolar  palatal velar labio-velar
voiceless p t k kp
voiced b d g gb
Affricates
voiceless c
voiced i
Nasals
voiced m n n n
Fricatives
voiceless f s i
voiced v z 3
Lateral
voiced ]
Vibrant
voiced flap r
Semivowels
voiced W y
1 See endnote. *The Editors have retranscribed the authot’s material in a broader notation.,
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PROSODIC FEATURES

Vowels occasionally accur long (marked ) or overlong {marked : z).

VOL. 1 NO. 1

There are three levels of tone, high *, mid ~ (but usually unmarked in this paper), and
low . Very occasionally falling or rising tones occur.

PHONETIC NOTES

T
2.

3:
4.
5

12.
5
4.

I5.
16.

17.
18.

19.

all — every

— whole
and (linking nouns)
animal
ashes
at home
back — of body
bad
bark - of tree,

peel, husk, shell

because they were afraid

. belly
. big

— fat
bird
bite
black

blood

blow — wind
— mouth

bone

breathe

burn

The voiceless plosives p, t, k are aspirated.
k has a lightly rounded allophone before u, and a strongly rounded allophone before
o and 2.
The nasals m, n, i, when tone-marked, are syllabic.
r is a single downward flap.
. All final low tones have an extra low glide.

WORD-LIST?

Gwunawuna pl.
kpé::kpeyi pl.
mbula

iz5[1 pl.
ldal>

& yi mogba (= he is home)
35t

Gwlrd pl.
lkuk pl.
kuwéngu bé riyi

wbu pl.
Gwo |l pl.
baldma

okpakd pl.
ka

ruklji pl.
uji pl.
enjl

tu

fu

kdka pl.
fén3

pimo

rmbanimbana
kpé:kpemba

iz5[1

mbird
ekl

ibl
mbefl
akpaka

warukuji
weji

3 An asterisk before a number draws attention to an item in the list of Additional Words.
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20.
2I1.

22,
23.
24.

25,
26,

27.
28.
29.
30.

3I.
32.

33-
34-

35.
36.
37-
18.
39.
40.
41.
42.

43.
44

45.
46.

47
48.
49.

50.

51,
52.

53-
54
55.
56.

*57.

canoe
child
- young child
cold
come
cook (verb)
- food
count
cut
day
debt
die
dig
—a hole
dirty
dog
drink
dry
dust
ear
earth, soil
eat
cgg
elephant
eye
fall — stumble
— come down
far
fat — grease
-oil
father
fear (noun)
(verb)
feather
few people
fight (verb)
fire
fish
five (numeral)
(adj.)
float
flow — river
fly (verb)
fog, mist
foot
four (numeral)

(adj.)
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k5da, koda
(mé
amé [eri
tumd
bd

vyé
VySwé
wayima
kpélo
onu (= sun)
kdkpa
kpémo
vi
viakvd
yEnipi
izd

wo
Jirima
umbiird
kolu

£3i

ri

kofi

inji

kayi
kpeji
tama
ndama
afya

ezl

ada

lyi

riyi
kucere
énzl Skpdca::
kiréwa
oyi

imu
kal>

£y

pl.

pl.

pl.
pl.

. 4da
. Emé
. Emé Jeri

. akpa

izt

. alu

. afi
. inji
. yi

. mbéda

icere

eyi
émi

falomémbi ( = to be on surface of water)

rima

eyimd (also = stand, run)

kubd
kédaba
kondo
endo

pl.
pl.

ebli
adaba
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59-

6o.
61.

62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
*67.
68.

69.
70.
ity 4 84

72.
73
74

94-
95.
96.

97.
98.

99.

fowl
fruit
give — one item
— several items
goat
good
grass
guts, intestines
hair — of head, body
hand - palm of
he (animate subjects)
head
hear
heart
heavy
here
hippopotamus

hit
hold - in hand
house

how?
hunt (verb)

. husband

I

. if he goes

in the house

. Kill
. know
. lake, pool

laugh
leaf

. left side

leopard
lie—tella

. lie down
. live, exist

liver

long — rope-like
louse

male

many people
monkey

VOL. 1 NO. 1

gnu pl. enu
kdmiama pl. imGma
té

ki

emu pl. éma
fofi

k3sé pl. 3sé
k3k> pl. 4k3
kapi pl. ipi
kici pl. luci
éori emphatic uwué or uwua
réfi pl. éfi
pwa

kuda ngwebji

eyidli pl. oyidld
mung

injiwembi pl. injibembi
( = elephant of water)

kpa

raw( mowi ( = hold fist)

rawl mewo ( = hold arms)

ugl pl. igl
woté

tokotd

3na pl. and
mi emphatic imimi

a ku kiya njiba kama

memi Ugl

fjgbé or mgbé

yitl

kb pl. ébu
nydngama

kipd pl. épu
kamba fgozi ( = side of toilet)

ice pl. ice
siséra

noma

fépd ( = to have breath)

réyi ( = to live, be awake)

yi ( = to be, exist)

yamd ( = to be in a place)

kutu pl. itu
oyiwd3zi pl. iyiwazi
koJama pl. aféama
anzind pl. anzsnd
énzl ribariba

eko pl. ékoé




100,
101,
*1o2.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.

111,
*112,
113,
114.
115.
116.

*y17.
118.

*119.

120.
*121,
122,

123.
124.
125,
126.
127,
128,

Iz9.
130.

I3I.
132.

133.
134.

*135.
136.
137.
138.
139.

I40.

moon
mother
mountain, hill
mouth
name
narrow — of a path
near
neck
new
night
not good
do not go
nose
old man
one (numeral)
other thing
et
play (noun)
(verb)

pull
push
rat — grey

— brown
rain
right — true
right side
river
road
root
rope
rotten
rub
salt
sand
say
scratch oneself
sea
see

—look at

— be able to see
seed
sew
sharp — of knife
short — of man
sing a song

— sing songs

sit down
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Svya pl. évya
Ené pl. mbéné
kocaku pl. acakd
kenzu - pl. lonzu
Eni

eyi [éréré pl. oyi [éréré
kele

kité pl. luté
Giwopo pl. mbepd
utd pl. ftd

i Jofi mé ( = it good not)

ki s md ( = you go not)

rént pl. angu
onzl mék3 (also = elder)

koénzé

kiya njifo

dnzl pl. énzi
£ng

néng

yi

b3

ekilu

3dici

ukpod (also = God)
dgéca

kamba fjgunji { = side of eating hand)
rist

oguze pl. equze
kokpa pl. akpa
drimoci
vuma
nzo
otdpwi
3j¢

z>

Vo

pl. ekpd

pl. ériméci

ma
yésé
mébe

kdyi pl. éyi (of fruit)

g3

rimoé

odangiri ( = dwarf)
sokdmi

sémd

Bmi
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141,
142.

I43.

144.

I45.
146,
147.
148.

149.
*150.
I51.
I52.
b o
154.
155,
156.
157.
158.
159.

160.
161,
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
*168.
169.
170.
171.

172.
173.

174.
I75.
176.
177.

sky
sleep (noun)
(verb)
small
— tiny
smell (noun)
(verb)

smoke (noun)
smooth - of skin
snake

some people

soup
spit (verb)
split—wood
squeeze
stab, pierce
stand

star

steal

stone

straight stick
suck breast

sun

swallow (verb)

swell — of body

swim

that man

there

they (animate subject)

thick - of soup

thin — of man

think

this man

three (numeral)

(adj.)

throw

tie — around waist
—on head
—string, etc.

tongue

tooth

tree

turn — change

— about, upside down

- return

VOL. 1 NO. 1

ofi ( = above)

ondod

kpondo

Weriz pl. mberi:
wiriwirl

umbd pl. imb3

pumbd ( = to smell something)
wumbd ( = to stink)

dwu
séisé (also = to shine, clean)
otku plL. azku

énzl mbéfimod

énzl rhbafo ( = other people)

osd pl. esd ( = gravy)
otz

za

piri (also = to wring out, pinch)

gu

rima

kalévyd

wil>

kéci

lGweyi kuyi tototo
woksme

(= drink breast(s) )
snu

biri

néma

témbi

onzawi

mom>

©  emphatic umba o
étl

Jéréré (also = narrow)
kamasa

onzele

kold

eld

td

sémuzi

plrefi

ma

iy

ket pi

kiweyi

fuléwd ( = to turn hand)
fulébiri

gbama

pl. ilévyd
pl. éci

pl. wimé

pl. étiyt
pl. €ni
pl. éweyi
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178,

179.
180.
*181.

182.

183.
184.
185.

186.
187.
188.

189.
190.
191.
192,
193.
104.
195-
196.

197.

198,
199.

200.

two (numeral)
(adj.)

vomit

walk

warm, hot

wash — oneself

— cloth

water

we

wet

what?
when?
white

who?

wide — of river
wife

he will go
wind

wing

with me

worman

woods, bush
— forest
worm
you (singular)
(plural)

year

ADDITIONAL WORDS

*8.,
*r1,
*57-
*67.

*86.
*102.

cf. meat

cf. skin

cf. fat, large
cf. leg

cf. fist
finger

. cf. inside

#insides’, belly

. cf. beat — drum, etc.
strike (and make cry)
. «cf. shoot

kick

cf. creek, stream
cf, mound, rise
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képo

epod

komo

zema

yoyi

womo

gbo

= pl. embita

ki  emphatic kinza ki

yembi ( = to have wet)

walembi ( = to be wet)

kingbé

aniné

Uru pl. iru

kiru (when no noun precedes)

uwé

wowa

ko pl. éko

e bé rimo

kokpd pl. ekpd

kilkdwd pl. ékéwd

mbula mi

okolkpayi pl. ekékpayi or
ékémbeékpayi

kokata pl. akata

kdki pl. ékika

unbonbo pl. inbénbd

n>  emphatic ug

lu emphatic Lapi lu

kari pl. 15ri

kuvyé pl. ivyé
kukpo fgwéna ( = skin of body)
baldma

ksl¢ pl. al¢
sw pl. awd
£fl pl. afi
memi ( = on the inside)

ubl

bi

biwému

kpi3i3inga ( = shoot gun)

tokslé ( = throw leg)

kpakslé

5ka pl. £ki
ukpéci pl. ékpoci

TI
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*112. cf. feeble old man onyaksk3
*117. of. stretch - nda
*119. cf. mouse ici pl. ici
cutting-grass izdrici
*121. cf. that’s it exactly riyi tayi ca:
*135. cf. corn, yam (collective) dyiri
*150. cf. saliva 3t
*153. cf. to pierce through,
enter sa
*168. cf. tall and thin eyi dlala
*181  cf. tepid wultwilz

Note. The Eloyi were first visited by Rohlfs in 1867. See Gerhard Rohlfs, ‘Die Art der Begriissung
bei verschiedenen Negerstiimmen’, Petermanns Geographische Mitteilungen, Gotha Justus Perthes,
pp. 333336, (Afu). See also Reise durch Nord Afrika, 1865 bis 1867, Erginzungsheft No. 34 zU
Petermanns Geographische Mitteilungen, Gotha Justus Perthes, (Afu). For a more recent notice,
with a map, see Peoples of the Niger-Benue Confluence, Part X, “Western Africa’, of the Ethnographic
Survey of Africa, London, International African Institute, 1955, pp. 136—9. In this last source, Afu
is erroneously classified as a Kwa language. Greenberg classifies this language, *Afo’, as in the
‘Plateau’ sub-group of the Benue-Congo sub-family of the Niger-Congo family. See Joseph
Greenberg, The Languages of Africa, Part 11, International Journal of American Linguistics,
Vol. 29, No. 1, January, 1963, Bloomington, Indiana University, and Mouton and Co., the
Hague, Netherlands. The name ‘Benue-Congo’ is approximately equivalent to ‘Central Branch’, of
Greenberg’s earlier work, and includes the languages called ‘Benue-Cross’, by Westermann, and
‘Semi-Bantu’ by Johnston.—Editors.
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