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1 flem

Deta on Qloma was first published in Koelle's Polyglotta Africens in 1854.
Koelle's informant was a women who had had six children at Qlgme before being
sold into slavery. At the time of serving as Koelle's informant, she was again
married.

In the classification which precedss the data published in the Folyglotts,
Koelle correctly identifies five languages, including Qloma, as

onging toge-
ther (his group VB (1-5)). The others are the Ughelli dialect of Urhobo (Kelly
1968), the Expheli dialect of Yekhee(Btsako) (Lever 1969), Bdo (Bini) (Elugbe
1976) and Thewe (cbviously Ihievbe (Sebe), but so far not formslly idemtified).
Koelle's VB languages are taken from the stock later called Blo (Elugbe 1973)
and now the Bdoid languages (Elugbe, personal commmication)-

Following Koelle's publication, Thomss (1310) noted the occurrence
©of IV- and ghV- prefizes in Qlome (vhich he seems to have confused with Ghotug).

Westermann (1926) again refers to these prefixes, suggesting that they
were probably related to the 11 =nd ki of other class languages. Tt is unfor-
tunate that Koclle gave no plurel forms in the dsta published on the Fdoid
lenguages. Tt is probable that Westermann's subsequent observations vould have
1ed to an earlier investigation of Qlome.

loma is situsted in the hilly country to the North/Northwest of the Bendel
State of Nigeria. Tt lies some three kilometres to the Sough of the Tgarra-Okpe
road, and 1s about three kilometres from Qkpe itself.

T gathersd et Gipe, and later at Ghotug (Otug) and Ikao (the two other
laces close to Qloma beyond the hills), that the Qloma form a closed society
o which outsiders are not aduitted. It was said that Qloma vomen did not marry
The data for this paper vas collected Ly B. 0. Flugbe on three short visits

to loma at the ond of 1977 and the Legiming of 1976. The analysis wid pre-

sentation vore worked ost Jolutly by 3. 0, Elugbe and K. Sctut 5 ex-

Plong the chenge from the first person ainguler to the first person plurel
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outsiders end their men also married only within Qloma.
Concerning the linguistic relationship between Qlome end neighbouring
leagusges, the informants in Qloms claized mutusl intelligibility between them-

selves and the (kpe and the Tde

section of Ghotug. They also seid that they
understood e bit of Esen and a lot of Qjiramhl and Somorike (Echelhe), both
Qkpazheri dislects

The Qkpg, however, denied any claim to mutual intelligibility between
thelr language and Qloms. My own experience, as a speaker of Chotug, was that
T clearly recogalzed individual items - ¥hich are surprisingly close to Ghotug
- but that I got lost when these were strung together in mormal, fluent speech.
Be that as it may, 1t is cbvious that the Qloma are rather isolated end are not
particularly vell-liked by their neighbours.

My informants vere Chief John Tdiabekhei, the Qgve of Qloma, end some el-
ders. He said he vas born in 1910 and that, epert from a period of seven years
spent in Tbadan, he had lived all his life in Qloms. T do not know the names
of the elders who were with him and with vhom he sometines conferred on the
correctness of the Luformstion he wes giving me.

In elfciting ste from the Ogva of Qloms, I eacountersd a number of pro-
‘blems. It developed for example that the only language we had in commwn ves
Yoruba, with vhich they were obviously more familiar than I. In addition, T
could not make the best use of the short time T had for eliciting date because
the Qgva of Qloma 1s an elderly gentleman who tires easily and is sometimes
(along with his elders) in doubt as to vhat exactly is the correct singular/
plursl noun- or concord-prefix.

2. The vowel systen

The vowels of Oloms are 1, e, £, 8, 9, © and u, Hach of them becomes

neselized after & nasal consonant. There is no vowel harmony, st lesst in

mouns: prefix vowels combine freely with stem vowels. For ex‘uple:l

1 Transcription 1s generally of a broad phometic level. Strange characters
and digcritics exe avolded as mch ez possitle. The folloviag conventions
should be not:
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(1) gns-bt pl. &bt leat

&-gbh3 fegoh3  wizerd
2-bt b1 al

&t et antelope
G-2d 128 axe

523 E-r1 rat
16-nve fonwd  breast

Thesq, examples show thet pluralization takes place by prefix alternation”,

.
and that “there.is no harmony betwsen prefix and stem vowels. However, where a

sen, the choice between i and £ suggests a

plural vowel prefix has to be ck
splitting of the vowels into two subgroups:

(2) a b

There is harmeny only to the extent thet once a singular vowel prefix is
from set a, its plural counterpart must lso be from set a; if it is from set
b, its plurel counterpart must &l be from set b.

Since prefix vowele are gynchronicelly not controlled ty stem vowels, it
would appear that there is a kind of prefix interrial harmony, independent of
the stem.

3. Pluralization
Unfortunately, & purely synchronic classification of Qloma newns gains

nothing from this apparent case of stem-independent vowel harmony. Consider

(3):
series (b, dh, ete.) represent a lenis {i.e. shorter) set of

pel excem. et
i. khand gh ere realized as velar fricatives in some peoples’ speech
11. 3h and zb are voiceless and voiced palato-alveolar central fricsti-
en respectively. za may be broathy-voiced or plainly volced.
») 1 xeprosents a yoieed releial nasul
nts & volced lebialized velar nasal
] T Penroenuit  vouced B Labiad sovtual AmesEtont
) 1 represents a tapped (i.c. short/lenis) alveolar lateral approximant.
Tes el oanberpas, B s o aud souk Soabkisy i 6 alveoler
contral approximant in place of 1.
o} Ent & regranset
Wote especially the contrasts & : th sad 4 : dh. The lemis slveolar stops
typleal taps, and are more casily identified
85 shorter forms of thelr non-leals cowrberperts.

Tote that the tome of the prefix is inveriable for any given noun sand there-
fore takes no part in the sssigmment of the noun to a class.

S
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(3) ens-z3 L &3 car
gh3-b3 a-b3 rm
gh=k3 15-k3 cande
1&-w3ght G~w3ghl thigh
1E-rid &g natl (finger, toe)

The examples 1n (3) show not only that there are more than 1 and e plurel
prefixes, but also thet ve need more than phonclogieal Information to know the
particular nown elass pelring (gender) to which a noun belongs. Unless the
plural forms of 'ear', 'arn' ead 'conce' are clearly indicated, there is nothing

in the prefix to tell us vhat plural to expect, The same is true for 'thigh'

and 'nall', It is necessery to meke this polnt because there hes been o tenden-
cv, where pluralization by prefix alternaticn has been observed in the Bdold
langhages, to seek purely phonological explanations of the rules governing such
singular/plural alternation (cf. Kelly 1969, Tlugbe 1973, Elimelech 1976). Put
each of these writers has besn forced to say that some of the observed alter~
nations defled any phonologicel explanstion, In particulsr, 1t hes been found
that ' few parts of the body' will take a plural prefix a- where, purely ou

“he grounds of phonological patterning, a different vovel would have been pre-
icted.

4. Foun clags and concord

fmong the ceses of noun class vestiges that have been described among
the Bdoid languages, only the case of Desema (Flugbe 1976) has anything to
compare wth thet of Qlona. Even after taking vowel hermony into account,
there are still no less than 13 noun class genders in Deggue.

The case of Qlona represents a significant difference from the Degeme
nown class system in two vays which make it even move interesting from the
comparative polnt of view: 1t has consomant plus vowel prefixes and it has
concord. Degema lacks mny CV- prefixes and has singuler/plural subject con-
cord markers which have only the same shape no matter whet moun they are mark-
ing,

The examples in (1) and (3) above show clearly thet there are consonant

plus vovel prefixes in Qlgme. That there is concord s seen in (4):
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(4) &, 5, &-kphd, pl, L-kphd river
i, & 303

hi

1id. f-kph§ &-n3 these rivers
bl Gghwd, yl. 1-gond wizerd

i1,  S-gbhd this wizard

Gl g i-ns these wizards
e 1. a-rd, Pl 1s-fd house

i, &-fE §-n3 this house

i, 15-f€ 1603 these houses
a1, 1), gl‘ 23

i, 1E-KB 1 this tooth

111, k8 l these teeth
e i, 1f-cd; pl. G-k egg

. lé-ch 1303 this egg
i1i, &-cf E-nd these eggs

In tis construction the head nowss govern the cholce of prefix in the
demcustrative. We are here dealing with e clear case of concord, Furthermore,
the examples under (ba)ii and (bd-e)iii show that the concording prefizes are
neither necessarily identical With, nor even predictable from, the nominal pre-
fixes, Both 'river' and 'wizard' and 'tooth' and 'egg’ Would have been allo-
cated to the same 'o~/i-' or 'Le-/a=' gender if only their nominal prefizes
were to be taken into account. Their allocation to four different genders is
due to the fact that they attract different concordial elements in the singular
or the plurel. Hence, Tor every mown in Qlgma, it is necessary to specify

(for its proper classification) both its prefixes (sg. and pl.) and its con-
cord prefixes (sg. end pl.). A class peiring in Qloma, therefore, is any per-
missible singular/plural combination of noun prefixes and concord prefizes.

The examples in (4) bave been to the

tive concord. The truth is that there is only the same concord element for a
particular noun in gll constructions. In (5), the noun 'dog' is used in dif-

ferent constructions and the concord elements are seen to be constant:

(5) ené-wd pl. 15-wd dog
ghéi~vé ghS-nhi ‘that dog
18-wé 1é-nhi those dogs
it ghct = dos
156 1é-nt =y dogs
ii-vi gnd 8-kplsi the dog of the king
15-v 1¢ 8-kplsé the dogs of the king
gri-vd ghd d& ‘the dog bougnt
13-l 12 aE ‘the dogs bought
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The concord prefixes’ so far identified in Qlgma ere

® & o 1o g0
o1 © ie ghe
sg/pl a

The relatiyely low ausber of concord prefixes contrasts vith the rather
nigh number of (syachronically uipredicteble) noun prefixes, In other vords,
@lthough there is a large numver of noun prefixes (see (7) below), either there
are now very few concord elements or the phonological shapes of the concord ele-
ments have been Teduced to basicelly seves, Either way, the conclusion is that
the concord system is much more reduced than the noun prefix eystem,

We will glve belov exauples of all the noun prefizes (sg-and pl) so fer

encomntered in Qloma.

M 1. gt Pt grave
2. featant i~ corpse
3. 5 2 rat
4, a-b( e mat
5, Eenl £~ clephant
6. 1é-nwd 1- ‘breast
7. 1é-cd i e
8, 1E-r & pall (finger, toe)
9. gnf-alil L goat
10, gcd -

1. ghé-ghd & atone
12, ghé-kpdgd & ell

13, .gnd-bl £ leaf;
2 ganad T e, e
15. 5-b3 i-

16, ghi-zhd i hcv (weapon)
17, ehdgbta ghé-  laughter
18, ghs-va 16- o

19, ghbi-2 5.

20, gn5-n3 18- cough
2. 16~ salt
22, ghf-kpt 16 python
23, Bemd 8- water
2k, &-yplll - oil
25, -mS asl

26, 13-vbt Kolanut,
2T, gnt-aé ent
28, fthd father
29, favt ay
30. Beehd devil
ete,

3 (6) 1s remarkable as 1t chovs the emerging regularization of an 5 : ¢
contrast to eignal the singular : plural concord distinction. When added
to the fact that the cless pairing with the most mumevous membership, (1/2)
(cf. Appendix), is charecterized by o : ¢ singuler : plural concord elements
/e singular : plural noun prefixes, it becones cleer that deve-
Jopnent. here 13 in the direction of the most common Pdoid singular : plural
& (cf. Elugne 1973; Elinelecn 1976},




Toe plural nous prefixes in these examples sre:

@ 1 1u ghi
. I ane
e

If we leave out the case of mumbers 7 and 15 in (7) for the moment, e
#ind that in cases where the plural vowel is i, the vowel of the singuler pre-
fix is 1, e, o or u; where the plural vowel is ¢, the singular vowel Is g, &
or 9, 1.2, the choice betveen L and ¢ as plural vowels is predictable from
the singular vowel, Likewise for the plural vowels u and g: if the plural
prefix vowel is u, the singular prefix vovels are i, & or u (no examples availa-
ble for p); and if the plural prefix vowel is g, the singular prefix vowels
are 3 or o (no exanples avalleble for ¢). These observations further support
our claim ebout & prefix-internal hermony, independent of the stem (ef. p.3).

Looking at the plurals only it will not be possible to make & similar ste-
tement about the plural prefix vowel a because there is zo other prefix vowel
to match it with. From the singular prefizes, however, e see that & 'harmo-
nizing! pair a and e exists (ef, (7) 18, 19). Considering the overall system
it would appear logical to sssume an =nalogous pairing of e and a alongside
the u/a end /¢ pairings.

Al this suggests that the plural prefixes can be reduced to four while
the singular prefixes are reduced to nize:

(9) 1. plural prefixes

(1, W (1n, 10) ehI (ghi,ghe)
4 {a, (e))
1i. singuler prefixes
U (4,0) ghU (ghu,gho)
I (i) I (11,1¢) gnT (ghi gne)
4 (a,e) 14 (12,le) ghh (gha,ghe)

The singular prefix vowel o is obviously the odd vowel out as it does mot
nmetch with any other vovel. Although it generally pairs with o in the harmony
systems found azong the Boid lengusges, the case for pairing o with u in Olora
is so strong thst o must remain isolsted (see the listing of concord classes

below).



5. Qloma concord classes

As pointed out earlier, a complete specification of a noun in

ome. must

include not only its singuler and plural nown prefixes but also its singuler
ené plurel concord prefixes. In the lists that follow, thersfore, we give,
for each class, a number. The mumber is then subnunbered according to the
kinds of alternants involved in the noun prefizes of that class, For example,

class 1 1s U-o; it pairs with clase 2 I-e, Under class 1 we have

1(a) uo and

()
that is to say that we have in class 1 nouns whose singular prefix is u or 3,
but both teking en o concord prefix. In class 2 we have

2 (a) i-e and
(v)

This means that e have here nouns whose plural prefix is L or g while their
concord prefix is invariably ¢, In short, the hyphen is preceded by the now
prefix and followed by the concord prefix.

(10) List of concord e

Lebel  Reelization  Humber function
1 U-o ) uo 88, of 2
b) om0
2, I~ 8) i-c pl.of1,3,5,6,7,8,9,10,
b) e-s 11, 14, 15
3 =3 a) e 58, o
®) 8o
i Ae a) (e-¢) pl. of 15
b) a-e
B oo P og. of 2
[ o-8 o-a ag. of 2
T U-s a) ua sg. of 2
) o-a
8. Aa a) (e-2) 8g. of 2, 13. pl. of 9, 15
b) a-e
s gil-gho ) ghu-gho og. of 2, 8, 12, 13
b) gho-gho
10. gnAegho &) ghe-ghe og. of 2, 13
b) gha-gha
1. ghl-gho &) ghi-gho sg. of 2, 13
b) ghe-gho
12, ghl-ghe &) ghi-gae pl. of 9
) ghcmgac

4 Brackets enclose unattested forms.



o, Tabel Bealizstion  Number function

13, W-1¢ a) lusle L. of 8, 9, 10, 11, 14
14, 1a-1o a) le-1o se: of 2, 13, 16
5. 1115 a) (11-10) sgior2, 4, 8
16, I-e S frg . ot b
o) {e-le)
Appendix
The following wordlists arc arranged according to the attested class
pairings, e.g. (1/2), and harmony sets vithin the prefix vowels, i.e. a vs. b.
(Refer back to the List of Classes, (10).)
he heading a(1/2) then means thet the Pirst item, for'example, should
read
22 sg., {-z pl., With an o= sg. and an g= pl. concord prefix.
On the hyphen preceding each noun stem we indicate the (unpredictable)
prefix tone.
Within each sublist the items are srranged slphabetically according to
the English glosses.

1/2)
222 needle
2xpd bed ose
vl ne penis
2 buttocks pestle
x5 calabesh
P cloth enatl
Zantant coal sore
2knd door spear
2578 finger tail
26hs it thorn
222 ave toe
23 he-goat. vein
b3at 1ze well
xhiwhll medicine vork
kit key worn
Zad mouth year
B1/2)
6383 amus Spha ni1
znt arrow Zehi ook
Zantnnd beans Skphannt horn
12 cutless E wt,
43t rarn By intestine
2ot fear 2Kn826m3 ip



al7/2)
Zypgsy
vl7/2)

Zedi
Swdzhé

n8/2)

2§

=
Zxpane
Sy

lzera

alligator
animal
antelope

onsir
erocodile
fan

fever

corpse
king, oba

daughter

hunter
lezy men

basicet
doctor

elder, old person
friend (almys
with poss. pron.}
in-law

stranger

wite, vomsn

26365
Z1%ht

Zshy

al10/2)
Zehizh
213wy

{1072

Zthdthdohd
Zkpigh
031 Eant
Zanhle

B

spider
tongue
tree

o
kite
mat
shirt

squirrel
vagine

parrot
river
rubbish heap

thief
wizard

alrt, Tubbish
louse

rope

ear
grey hair
hair

leaf; Book

vush
ny

butterfly
bow

fish
nortar
ternite



a(u/2 »(9/13)

zanir goat = cance
n cough
»(11/2)
a(10/13)
Zgva stone
Zont b
~a(1b/2) Zna cap, hat
2znd rire
ot nane E neck
Zand epper
bl15/2) Zkpf seorpion
Zsnt skin
Znydont rog (in general) 253 stomach
By nafl
b(10/13)
o(14/3)
Zud 20g
ESS darkmess P Dot
D5/ a3
case Zkpt Dython
g 2(14/16
hole
thigh Znvd reast
b(9/8) Unclassified nouns
203 arn Nouns in this list have been left un-
Zohinnd leg classified because they either do not
£it into any of the previous pairings
B5/8 or seem to be cases of misunderstandings
in elicitation. Or they may form part
k3 tooth of genuine single class genders, a possi-
bility that has mot been further persued.
a(9/12
war
Zznd bow (weapon) chest
za of1 flesn
Xola
v(s/12) vody.
aevil
Zgoid laughter road
play (n.)
fatner
of1 ashes
Tlood
house
water

moon
salt 83
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